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THE RIGHT HON. 



LORD FREDERICK FITZCLARENCE, 
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My Lord, 
Without having asked your permission, I 
have taken the liberty of dedkating to your 
Lordship the foUowing sketch of the operations 
of the combined forces of the Queen of Spain, 
at this nioment engaged in the civil war raging 
in that unhappy country. As it is formed merely 
from hurried notes, collected during the fatigues 
of a campaign carried on under more than com- 
mon difficulties, I trust the apology for it'*s many 
errors may be favourably received by your 
Lordship. 
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A feelipg of deep gratitude for many kind- 
nesses on your part towards me, duríng a períod 
of six years, in which I have liad the honour 
and pleasure of serving under your command,- 
added to the conviction, that any military know- 
ledge I might have been enabled to gain, orí- 
ginated fix}m your exoellent discipline, — ^has 
been the means of enabling me cheerfully to do 
my duty whilst on the personal StafF of the 
Commander-in-chief of the Cantabrian Coast. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
With much sincerity, 

Your faithñil servant, 

H. BYNG HALL, 



PREFACE. 



In submitting this little work to public 
p^rusal, I am anxious that it sbould be judged 
hy tbe nature of its pretená(ms;-*-it purportt 
only to áiew tbe real Btate of the coioibined 
fbrcesof tbe Quioen of Spain, and to furnisb sueb 
anecdotes óf tbe war as relate to scenes tbat 
have been actually witn^sed by tbe Author. 

As a means of énforciñg accuracy of observa- 
tión, it bas long^ been my babit to note down in 
writing themost interesting objects wbich, from 
time to time, bave oocurred in tbe oourse of tbe 
joumies I baveamdértakén, eitber on düty ot in 
the pursuit of pleasure. Tbe memoranda ^bicb 
I made during a sbort campaign in tbe North 
of Spain, I reduced into the form of a manu- 
script joumal, wbicb it was my intention only to 
have shewn my immediate friends. When, how- 
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ever, I retumed from Spain, I received many 
applications for an account of the military pro- 
ceedings in that country, and I foresaw the 
impossibility of satisfying all my acquaintance. 
From the courtesy of the Editor of the " United 
Service Journal,'^ I was enabled to publish my 
journal in the shape of letters in that valuable 
periodical; still this did not satisfy the non- 
readers of that publication. In my embarrass- 
ment, I recoUected to have heard of an honest 
Quaker who resided in the back settlements of 
America, and who, íinding himself almost eaten 
up by transient visitors, set up a sign over his 
door. After which, although he did not make 
any profit, he enjoyed the comfort of a quiet 
house. Upon this hint, I have committed my 
journal to the press; if any thing more than 
what accrued to the American shall accrue to 
me, " lucro apponam.**^ 
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SPAIN, 



AND 

THE SEAT OF WAR IN SPAIN. 



CHAPTER I. 



Ye who would more of Spún and Spaniards know, 

Go, read whate'er is writ of bloodiest Btrifp : 
Whate*er keen vengeance urged on foreign foe 

Can act, ís acting tbere egainst man't iife : 
From flashing scimitar to secret knifey 

War mouldeth there each weapon to his need— 
So may he guard the síster and the wife, 

So may be make each curst oppreflsor bleed, 
So may sucfa foes deserre the most remorseless deed. 



Spatn, in her day of fame, wa» the supreme 
country of the warrior and the poet, the minstrel, 
the navigator, aiid the bold adventurer on the 
seas and shores of the new world. Spain, as a 
country, is without doubt one of the finest por- 
tions of the worid^ whether we regard its po- 
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^tJ((^ 48^,1 relating to the < Mediterranean seg, 
uífÍpriQg jA ihíghway to ihe endsiof the worldf 
witb. th/e chala of the Fyrenees forming a hax^ 
rier find protection against foreign invasión 
by land; or for the salubrity of its southem 
climate, the everlasting fertility of its soil, 
ai^jd ahundant mineral resources, peopled stfll 
by a hardy, warlike^ buC revengef ul and haughty 
rae?. They possess, however, at the preseqt hoiur, 
butvfew of those enterprising and chivalrou^ 
notioQs of the sixteenth century, or as sons of 
tb^ 4iorthem conquerors of the Román empire, 
llt^ble of the glowing temperamento and none 
Qf< the romance of the Saracen conqueror of their 
asfacestors^ 

The national heart beats with few of the 
same capacities at the present moment» there- 
fare is this splendid nation wasting day by day 
in the agonies of a brutal, ruinous, and hateful 
civil war. Hundreds, nay thousands, are perish- 
ing by each others' hands — the humblé abode of 
the labourer is no longer one of peace and 
honest comfort — no longer are heard the sounds 
of theguitar and the castenets, the Alemeda= 
Í8 no longer the scene of the merry dance and 
thoc social, walk; the watchful sentry and the 
w^ílUarmed guard, are now the only oecupants of 
spQi9«£6)irmed alone for the brilliant and the gay. 



Y^ cfmUrwre-evalé freitA oür «litídbthé^eéKngt 
útl di6gu¿t, índigimtkJa, < Undi: «di(||{riAsiío^^ ^ itíat 
imlturallf arise, when ' '£)UdWÍkg ^ tb¿ * odfiítBé' df 
6V«ntS'iio\i/< jacting onr/tbe btoódmn^ned'theatte 
oí ibis 8elf-cuibihilated and u^ha^y ceiitilfy'— 
ooMld ^e farget the factá ttnil abundláit hb^ntnv 
gI cml irar)-^h0 hemés^ that are *lie¿otiie cbild- 
Iéi9dy the ricb vaileys that ai:«laid. Waste, tbé 
tdtal^reck of all bonest feeUngs, die utter and 
fearful'Hegtect of xeligious praetice, and tbé coa- 
iectu^it 'irant of faitb in ail déalings-^bad we 
BOt ourselvee TÍsited, and in a manner been an 
áotor luidme of tbose recent iield$ ot bloodsbed 
a&d^déí^air,-^ad we not actua]ly witnessed tbe 
fatber arrayed against tbe son in mortal strifé^ 
^*<^tvé{ migbt endeavonr to look wíth more tban 
commoD'eagemesson tbose sceneft, nov* so ripe 
inactuál/doitíention in that partof tbe Penin- 
$ula,'^bicb will fbr ^ver teem ,with numerous^ 
excitii^reminisceDces to tbe soklier^ílrhoBe glory 
has thére been -iv^on, as also by tbe kepirer for 
fiiture"feaíts of arms in bi« countryV cause. 
Gciüid we^ I may addy at once blot out from ctax 
lúids -tjiat tbe war in Spain iñ aguihst Spidn^s 
Sons tby iier own children, and ktok apon tbe 
awful and wretcbed strife as of foreign' foe»^ 
áíeníwpold tbe worid at large* mone^teage^ly 
ídüxm tbe variouB ope*ations of ¡tbecóüñlHíied 
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4 ABOLITION OF THE SALiaUB XAW. 

forcea, as well as the striking political eTentsat 
Madrid. In the mean time, ' ^ 

** The war-cry sounds afor, 

From B¡8cay*s mountain-top to brave Navarre,** 

and the horrors and disasters of the civil contesH 
still rage with aU their f ury and diré miaer j #o 
the millions actually ocmnected with it. I am 
therefore humbly led, after due oonsideraftian 
as^to.its origin and effects, added to mmk 
personal knowledge, bc^h of the oountry aad 
most of the principal actor» and commandere «n 
this tbeatre of strife, to ofiicr my opinionsí; pat« 
tingí however, out of the question any at^ 
tempt to foUow those movements of wfaich I 
have not been an eye^witness, and eamestly e»- 
deavouring not to allow any politieal feefing, 
or partiality to the cause in which I engaged^ to 
make me deviate from what I conceive to be the 
tnie position of afiairs. 

The death of Fenünand, King of Spain, ose 
of whose last acts was that of abolishing ttie 
salique law, by which his daughter beoame 
heiress to the throne, to the exclusión of faás 
broth^^ Prínce Carlos, called forth at once the 
indignf^on of that portion of the country by 
wbom he was then honoured and belovedi r Tfais 
princeps idaim to the crown rested^ as they con- 
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oeived, OH King Ferdinand's not baving thepower 
of abolishing a law whicb had so loAg exista!, 
although in favour of bis daughter,— and I am 
Bot sufficiently prepared to discuss thoroughly 
that question; yet I am individually satisfíed 
with tbe justice of the decisión of tbe grieat majo- 
rity 9Í the Spatiish people; added to whicb, bi»* 
lory declares to us tbat tbe kingdom of Spain bad 
£[»iBerly aa absolute hereditary monarcby, tbe 
fasmdeB inberiting in default úí male issue; 
th^ king tben appears to haVe bad the power of 
disposiDg of bis crown to wbat brancb of tbe 
loyal family be migbt prefeiv—of wbicb we bave 
an instance, wben Charles tbe Second gave bis 
dominioDs to tbe Duke of Anjou« Tbe ^'sa- 
Ikiue*" law has» bowever, been since establisbed. 
As re^ds myself, I am far from bdieving 
jhat tbe rísing of tbe great mass of tbe Ciü*lists, 
wlúdi first took place at Bilbao, in tbe montb of 
October 1833j had íts origin in tbe actual wish 
of establidiii^ Don Carlos' on tbe throne of bis 
aacestors, altbough sucb is generally believed to 
be tbe case ; and ís so &r correct, tbat it may 
be witbout doubt affirmed, tbat wbat at first 
was tbe mere surmise of a few, has since taken 
loot in tbe bearts of many. Yet, from all tbe 
informatíon I was enabled to coUect in tbe coun- 
JQry, I fed satisfied tbat I bave more tban com- 
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die Sor tfaal tbe pecidiar 
rights af ^he f^ tmenaT of ti» Basque ^pnxnMKK» 
tná, ííxfMBED uijight be overtbrafvn or in&iegéd 
apon bj ^r Ubenl ,pitj iH» sonoimd tbe 
dvone of Wbdb» tbe justnees of wbose iiü 
IcutjhiM «a» iKvor wemmaakij sabmitted to the 
■dock of tbe ptand and bai^tj spotts of tbe 
jHiHiitiy of tbaK proriaces; and it must be 
deeplj icgiettedy tbat die gieal ne^eetcxf -en» 
getic meaesaaesy vbicb tbeo, as now, are efsí 
wantingHi tbe kaders of ^aaiisb affút3»d]diKit 
iir^diÉmpmni¡idjfeo tidLe tbe measnies, vbicdi 
mostimáoubCedlj tb^ migbt bare doney^&r 
qiielMi^ íb ita in&nejr, tbe lisb^ of a party tiial 
Torj diar^.saceeeded ÍDConrBlsiiig tbe wfaofe 
of SpaiÉ. '•;';>:^ 

Tbeiaws^'aMiiiiarB, and castoms of tbe smaK 
monntain peowfcices, wbere^ at tbe eonmeneé- 
ment ef tbejrai^ tbe most enthusiastic spiíitof 
flyingí tal amia teok phce,aiid amoi^stwbcítii tbe 
:gieat iñassof Don. CarlosV artnj stOt eidi^tt, 
díficr ñ>fi g^cat measuie ñotn Únose of anj^ótkír 
partí o£ Spab; Tbey comprehcnd abona a IST- 
- téeii^h-'part of } tbr populaticHi» and -nal %i hini* 
idredtbjpi^of tbe territory of tbe kingdom v Bíid 
attfaoQgfcdieiiDbflbitants aeknowlec^ tbe axitH^ 
'iriÉV'Jofia>iov«rastti at tbe süme^tóne tbeir lídtíi^ 
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oiBtration is canied* oa by- ebctíonv- : The rifkig 
of thepeople against éhe throne of Itafaella^d 
eommenoed sevétal months 'piüevioiui to- Don 
Cariosas entiy into Spain» duiing whMi ptiAoi 
hé was «a- resident in England <; but ' at lengCh) 
in dÍE^iike, he suoeceded in passbig'' thc* Fieneh 
ln)ntier, and has sinoe held hia mounta» cxiurt 
m the Basque provinoes, sarrounded b^fab 
hardy irarríars, who are too glad io avail^thcnii 
sdves-of hÍ8. presente among them^ aa a stípiíu-^ 
laat la thetr feats of arms^ and aa ameans; of 
ttippl]jring their neoessities* The penen of tiie 
fttÍBee.is ly no means stríkii^ or fMuiióulaiiy 
aristoevaitíc^ inelining more to émbonpomt than 
grisKefulpess. ' Hís large mustachios^ bonrévef*^ 
whkh he iarariably wears^ give a dúasacter/aad 
expression to his countenanoe which, froor the 
, JiúrBess of hÍ8 0Qiiq)leádoa and small-^ieái^winild 
fae'otíMi7wise\&rfromstiiking^ Hia manaers-ai^ 
Imüd^M'pleosing, and eourteous; and Úe dnss^ 
<l^hich>generatty cansists of a black 8itrtouj|;aoi&, 
.itxiuseils^ : and boots, is simple and unaffected^Tas 
ii»ials(Kfaia general demeanour; in age heiis aÜbut 
fiñj, and of the middle statüre. I may be incof- 
ttíst, ^yet li have been inforsíed ; by oqe of ^fais 
iñíí^Tf^de guideSy'\oc body-guard, ^thaít^/ial- 
ihcAighby.ifO means wantingin {Personal coum^, 
'£Nm erario» seldom leads. Ms army >to the üdd 
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otbattl^; and eveo at HendigcHria, whexe he 
narrowly escaped bebg taken prisoner by the 
ChristiiiosjliecUd not command in person oa tbe 
fíeld of actipp. 

• The ^xtept of country that may be said to a 
map to uphold Carlist opuüonB, is t^minated 
on the nortb by the Pyrenees, on the FrencHi 
side of whlch are the foroes of Louia Philippeí, 
commanded by G^ral Harispe, occupyiog m 
extended Une qi obaervation, for the piurpoit 
of preventíng all supplies from p^teingto^lbé 
princeps army; — on the east, by th§ T^j^gi 
Bisc^y, fuUy and ably protected by an Bsg^ 
hsh squadixm, under Lord John Hay ; tt 
and to the west by a Une of defended positioi)f 
on the rivers Arga and Ega, the iMter of "vhick 
washes the wsJIb of Fampeluna» and joins th(ft 
£brQ hetween Totola and Tudela. The rivaí: 
£bro itael^ dÍTiding the kingdom of Navacse 
and the Bizque provinoes, ccxisisting of .Biscay> 
Alava^ and Guipusooa, from Oíd CastUe, forme 
the southem boundary. In tbus delaiUng tbf 
boundaries of this port of Spain» I by no means 
wish it to be inferred, that in those alone exiit 
the whole of Queen IsabeUá*s enemies ; vai^oiia 
incursions and crossings of the Ebro have beeii 
made, more particularly that of the enterprising 
General Gómez only recently, and which I sbafl 
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take an opportumty of explaining. None, how- 
évá-, Uve inet with aáj very &yourabIe results 
to tKe Carlist cause, and most have been of a 
disastrcms natáce. Nümerons bands of insur- 
gents stíU éxist, both in High Arragon and Ca- 
taloóiá^ the principal cominander of whom, the 
¿tring Csbñírñj akhoíi^ frequendj woundeH, 
and ninwly escaping capture, róU puiBue, hi. 
rerengefíil career for ihe death of his aged 
mother, b y devasteting his lovely country with 
bloodshed ánd'robbory. 

Tbdse sca£tered bodies of half organized gueiv 
iUa troóps^ aré xieither so formidable from theír 
mimber, ñor fixmi the nahire of that part of the 
eemntry iñ which they ace generaUy fbund, as 
tliose of the proyinces who alone fbrm die great 
bddy of Bon Cárloses ármy ; the utmost nu« 
rameal fbroe of which, under any drcumstances, 
that could be brought into the field under arms, I 
shoüld say, could not exceed thirty thousand 
men. With such a forcé, it appears almost in- 
credible that the Carlists should háve held out, 
and should with undiminíl^hed ardour continué 
to fight, against a superior ftnrce of well-disei- 
plined and weU-organized regular troops, to 
which may be added, the auxiliary assistance of 
tbé Brítish, Algerine, and Portuguese Legions. ' 
Deeply aáid sincerely must it be regretted, by all 

b3 



^MflicfÜá^rfcfieam toí*éí fcr their oWñ hoiñés «fid 

*<tí»*Bé^^ ór for ^e freédorri and pride óf their 

''tíéantry^'lhk' f his-i^tíel ^uld^ nniMitutal warlB not 

-yét ovéis tíorthe^urdering knife at rest; 

' ■ The moüntaittous nature of their couñtry, 

^fertréi^ yard <rf which is familiar to them, their in» 

drvidaál'bddily hafdihood and independent há- 

bits,- their e*ti*etóe powers of bearing fatigué, 

'ádded to an uñjpaitileled qüicknessof movement, 

if^ndér k áhñost áñ impossibility to bring thein to 

«ny «ort'<^general engagement ; which puts it out 

of thé quéstion to hope to gain any favourable re- 

miltd, ftom the «onstant skirmishes and c^ra- 

tions tSidt take place. It is my firm belief, 

that thoilsainds of Uves mu6t yet be lost befitt^ 

a Wáf , cawrtéd on with such ardour, and under 

drt^^BManees so peculiar, and so much tobe 

iAttiefited, eaii be brought to a happy tenoai- 

^imtidn^ 

¿^í Siiídé my re#um to England, I have end^- 
H^otiied to obtain the perusal of as many of the 
pUUi'sbed'Qpinioiis^óf my own oountrymen as I 
opuld cpllect, and as far as my personal know- 
IfdgQ of both Cariists and Christinos enaUes me 
to judge ; as well as from my eamest endeá- 

Vóürs ío obtain conrect Information from the 

■>'-i ,'■■*"•■•-'■„•.... ■ • 

peasants and moire wealthy inhabitants when in 
Spain, I am fuUy borne out in asserting that 



r|be>^;¥^¿qrit]l..o|.|he C^UfitSr are fightíüg fi>r 
^^Mt t4th^3^ ' ^oDceive to he tm i^nwannAtalptle 
fipfópgemi^ . tQB 4j»eir .ai)ci€nt prívUege^ , : ^bi» 
opinionuapp^arfir to he hdd, idsoí by the- taknted 
^utJb^pf f^JV>]iuga} andGallicía,"'* with wjiiom 
I'Iutye jpoipf^ ÜMDÍly eonnexien ; acd, altbou^ 
i» tbis^ ip y iKOflable acoount of the^evenls to wh^h 
I wafirim «^r^witness io the seat o£ ¥Far in Spain^d» 
ip Da;^a<y9 j^^usoe to give any cklail of historia 
mtMef^yiél I must t^diüe leave to ackl^ ' that;I piib- 
liiajiedii^uch an opinión ia tbe ** United^ SeF^j^e 
JcaSTp^r some time previously to the appeamt^ 
oftíiat]94pnirablewock. Totliesepiivilegesy^aaiie- 
tifiad by -uncoDstitutional oaths under the «¥e?- 
katigg tree of Gu^Dica^-f may certoinly' ;be 
trac^ the iaoonoeivable and mhuman mmi^ 
máer^y^júeh the fair Espagna is now svSkmg; 
a^a^Uhpiigb I am willing to declai:<e, tbM m0e 
more truly love the spirít of independeneeinod 
freedom;. and none are so cakulatedj both irom 
tbe nat^ure of thár eountry, halnts^ aod^ i|iH>de^of 
iife, to enjoy it, as are tbe provincíals apd Nut^i^- 

j . ,2^ '•.■".. • ■ _ - ' ' • .- . . '. f , ; 

* ítls utacle« tlie Hon. Charles Herbert, márried the Hon. 
-^^ á:^B^ my KUBt.— His iitheir, the hité ^Ekti¡ói (^anútí- 

t This hmoua tree, so celebrated in tbe histoijpf Blscav, 
WBs said tó haye been destroyed by the soldiéry for firé-wobd, 
Mid-MMiier)difist8itedwithiinich8o)«nitíty. r^nr.r.f «; 



^ i 
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resé of Nortfi g¡pw>-n](í€t huve th«». ]iiiigiiai&' 
tíUMi3 and high«3pjrited people-^bounle^ kjr /tbe" 
biggtry of Ü^ pijesthood» and the^ deqwtisai of i¿ 
over-desire for liberty, at the ^poaase of tibe zest 
of the nation, fallen fi:om tbeir andent pinnade of 
8{ilendid freedom into the snare^ wfaidí a too buj>* 
ried takíng ufct ¿irms hm bfougbt tbem. And^ 
alas! what is before ihem. whe& cooquered ? 
Tbeir leaders are loat to themsdyea and to tbeir 
country*— their followers restless and dissatisSed» 
after so long an assodation with bloodsbed and de- 
8pair; endowed with anindefatigable actiyíty and 
love of independenoe, would sooner fly torobb^ 
and unlawful practices for a liveUhood, than 
r^um to thdu: once peaceful and plentiful 
bomed. 

Captain Henningsen» although strongly and 
naturally biassed towards the welfaie of that 
party with whom he so gallantly sbared both toila 
and pleasures, has also gratified the public by 
an admirable account. of bis campaign, undcr 
the enterprising Zumalacarregui ; and, divest^ 
ing the book of its political opinions, with 
which, in courtesy, none have a right to ínter- 
fere, his account of the country and the war, 
over many parts of which I have traced the 
same road, is, in my opinión, by £ar the most. 



OBTOIK OF TH£ WAB. 18 

accurate and most faithful I have yet seen, 
though I differ frota him almost entirely as to 
the origin of the war, and as to the feelings of 
^panlartis in general. 






CHAPTER II, 



Ob war ! thou art ¡ndeed tbe deadliest curse 

Wfaieh lieaveii can sufKer or tbe world endure ! 
However pridis thy gloríes majr rehearse, 

Or bopes of 0une tby yotaríes may allure! 

Volcano, eartbquake, pestilence ímpure, 
Are évils t but tbey poison not tbe spring 

Qf (bougbto and léeling^Ienient time may cura 
Tbese devastations; but to tbine tbere cling 
Hesentment, rootéd bate, and each unlíkely tbing. 



I scAi^eELY ever recoUect to have witnessed so 
loyely a sunamer^s night, as that on whicb I em» 
bajrked on bo«rd the laabeUa man-of-war steameF 
foc North SpaÍB) and many a tum did I pace 
h^r gaUant deck^ as she glided quickly and^wan- 
Uke ibr^MAgh aji unruffled sea ; watching the beau- 
tifulinooiilij§^t viev^ of PIymouth harbour» «nd 
py nativ6 dieres^ as they receded frota my 
vjew. Amongst t^ numerous overwhelining 
thougbt^ th^ ri^hed across my mind, I endea- 



voured to contrast the gloríous country— the 
peaceful home — and much-loved fríends I bad 
left, for a life of activity and barbarous strife 
in a foreign land^ which ambitíous hopes, added 
to the anxious wish of seeing service in that 
part of the Peninsula, teeming with reminis- 
cences of the glorious feats of arms gained by 
my coiintiynien during thewar of independence, 
with the desire of gaining some interesting 
political and historical knowledge^ had led me 
to be a partaker. Our party on boatd, con* 
sisted of Generáis Evans and Álava, with their 
staff, the laabella having been purposely 
ordered by the Spanish government for their 
aocomtnodatión ; and what with agreeable con-^ 
versation, fine weather, and an unusually calm 
sea, not a ripple disturbing the Bay of Biscay, 
we made a speedy and pleasant voyage, land-^ 
iiig, >on the 13th of August 1885, at Santander. 
Sihce which period, until the timeof niy leoving 
flie country, I was individually an e3re-witiies8 
of eveí-y action and skirmish in which either 
thé Brftish Auxiliary troops ^ the" Chrietlhé 
ajrmy were étigagéd; Events sübéequent lo my 
ámval in Spain, unlooked-f<n* and uñsckigbt^ 
tbough móst kindly granted, placed me in tt 
dtuátion, from my beihg attachédfor alength éf 
tiÉfite to the headi-qúarters of thé cómtíiAh^léHii» 
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chief of the army in the north, and with 
whom I constantly resided, and thereby was 
«labled lo see far more of the provinces whích 
are the principal theatre of the war than most 
of my English comrades, whatever may liav^ 
been their superior military knowledge. 

Santander, the capital of the province of that 
ñame, is a small and irregularly built town, con* 
taining few good houses, with the exception of 
sóme recently built on the quay, forming a side 
to the harbour ; these are principally inhabited 
by wealthy merchants, their commerce having 
greatly increased since the commencement of the 
civil war, which entirely prevents vessels trading 
to Bilbao, formerly the great mart. The har- 
bour on which this quay is built, is one of great 
beauty and magnitude, and is capable of float- 
ing ships of any tonnage ; on the opposite side 
from the town, at the village of Astelero, thqre 
was formerly a foundry of some note, as also a 
dock, and at this place, the San Joseph was siád 
to have been built. 

During the month of August, the Cantor fri- 
gate, commanded by Lord John Hay, and two 
French brigs were laying at anchor there, and 
nothing could exceed the kindness and exertions 
of Lord John, in allowing his boats to land the 
troops, and indeed in giving every assistance 
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^xHisisteDt with his orders. The oountry by 
which Santander is surrounded is extremely 
mountainous, yet the scenery is beautiful, and 
th^ valleys most productive and weU cultivatod. 
The periíod of our remaining there was, however, 
80 shc^rt, that I had only suíficient time to take 
a cursor^ view of anything interesting in the 
odlghbourhood; aod indeed, the Crenerdi was en- 
gl^ged duxing the whole períod> m im^pecting ancl 
qfrgani^itng the several regiments of BrítUí auxi- 
Uaries, vho were then establidied at the con» 
vtat of Carbón» about a league firom the town. 
The accxHoamodation ibr troops at thia fdaoe, ush 
der any pirciunstanoes, was of the worst descrip» 
tion ; and I heátate not to declare, that neither 
the inhabitants ñor puUk authoríties, in any dof 
gree of generous feeliog, showed theniselves día* 
posed to cgntribute to tbe com&rts or necessitües 
of those wbo had arrived as allies on thdr shores, 
where Biitish soldiers had once been so joy- 
iiilly bailad ; though the town, and indeed the 
idicde p]X>¥|ooe of Santander are supposed, and 
bave dbown tl^amaelves, disposed to support tha 
cause of laabeUa. Having bid adieu to this in» 
ho^ñtable place, and once more embarked on 
bqard the UuheUa steamer, we sailed for St. Se- 
bastian» touching at Fortugalette, in order to 
c(Mninunica(e with the governor of that place ; 
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it isa AioaUf irregular^ and insignificant towiíj 
built on the slope of a hill extending to the moatb 
oí the rivta* Amia, whkh runs from thenoe to 
Bilbao, where it changee its ñame to Ybaízabd. ' 

Tbe position of this place is important, id 
commanding the entrance of the river, whích h 
at all times difficult, and generally dangerous to 
navigate, from the strong current having 
formad a bar of . sand, whích the tide break^ 
ÍQg over at low water prevents even boats from 
^tiering ¡n safety. The town itself is )^laoed in 
a State of defence as far as regards loc^holes atid 
bacricades; in otha^ respects it is without strengthi 
A Mnall fort in a commanding position' towarás 
the interior, has however, been erected since tha( 
períod, and has been found most efficient; Tiit 
Rej/na Góbemadore steamer sailed on the satívfe 
night from Santander, taking on board almost 
the wbole of the troops of the Legión, with the 
ayception of those very recently arrived ttdcsk 
England; BmA on our landing at St. Sebastian, I 
Biust assert, that we were reoeived with mfimtély 
more enthusiasm^ and a far greater appearáitoe 
of cordiality and. approral of Foreign auxiüavy 
aid, althou^ I cannot aay we experíenced' aá 
o^er^bundance of assistance or oourteousfediix^ 
atieither place, and in many- instances not ^«n 
that civtbty..due ta^ strangcsrs, more partici|larly 
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those about to risk their lÍTesin the caii«e of th^ 
Spaniah sovereiga. 

Weherefound sevend regiments of tbe Le- 
gión wha had aome months prevkmdy landed 
ia Spain, and, to do them and their command- 
ers justice, they were in a very creditable state 
of organization and discipline. With regard to 
^. Sebastian, it will be needless my adding 
mué, tban. that both by nature and art I con- 
oeive it to be one of the mogt formidable fortifi^ 
oationa in the world ; so many accounts, so raany 
reminisoenees are stiU fresh, not only in the 
memory oC the gallant Peninsula army, but also 
cí tbe .wfaoLe woild, as regards this celebrated 
poátion in the annals of military history, that I 
SQUIst refer them to far better and more datailed 
iMsoounts than I oould offer, and prooeed to more 
fu^re operations as respects the civil war* 
, On Sunday the SOth of August, when the hearts 
of thousands of my own dear countrymen were 
tumed inhumble supidication to the Almi^y, 
wben many of the rich valleys of England were 
htidied.in tbe silenoe of devotion, and not a 
ionnd was heard, save the tinkling of the sheep 
faeUs as they grassed in the lich pasturee^ I first 
ibtened to the deadly whistle of shots fired in 
«ügry civil strife, and I first saw the bleediug and 
^ringcorpsesof tboatkiUed by tbe handsof their 
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brethren of the sanae soil. Tlie Carlistfi bad 
far several days been employed in tlurowmg up 
considerable entrenchments» and fortifying tlie 
St Sebastian nde of a oonical hifl itnmediately 
above tbe Venta of Oriamendi, about a league 
itatgk Ernaniy which small town^ situated on a 
dpping emmevícey in tbe centre of a rích and 
i^^tensive valley in the rear of the abo^e^named 
bilí, 18 prote^ted on tbe southam ^ide by Úm 
rocky heights of Sonta Barbaara, The high 
road from Víttoria «ad Toloaa to Franca passeÁ 
through thÍ9 tpwn, aad is approached on the ii>* 
land 9Íde by a masaje eauseway» construeted to 
Overcoipe the intérvening hoUow» with a pampet 
on the read side. 

iUthough on the personal staS oi Genial 
SyiM^s^ I was far from being aware that he had 
foi^ned^ or indeed had eonceived any intention of 
^ifjdng areconnoissanee in tUis direction, and so 
tot^y ignorant were the oí&cers of theXi^oo 
that th^y wer^ about to meet an enemy, that joa 
%fi jprder bei^ isgued oa Saturday evening» iúne 
SQth,^ for the combined troops to parade the fol- 
lowing moming on the glacis, that most of them 
cpnceiving it to be only a church parade, ap» 
pteared as is generally the custom with regi» 
m^nts in England, in full dress; Ihe men had 
bre^Ufa^ted, but np farther ration» had be^ i^ 
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tued to tliem ; added to wbich they were iti ligbt 
marcktng imler, a siífficient proof that it wa¿ 
Üie Genenl^ ' intentíon they ibould tetum 
to St. Sebastian tbat nigfat, or éven -that afteiv 
Qoon. 

Had it been his desire, or had he even ñ 
tfaougbt at attacking Ernani, it k more than 
pirabable that he would have sucoeeded in taking 
ity from the very commanding poskion he hetd 
furer the town during the latter part of the daj ; 
to whí<^ maybe added, that the enemy were in- 
ferior in- forcé and without artillery. Had he, 
as has been several times asserted, roade tbis move^ 
ment with the determination of opening a oom- 
munication by Irun to the French frontier, is it 
posáhle or probable^ orindeed, is it not absürd, 
at least in the ey«s of military men, to supposé 
that he would have directed his march into thé 
interior of an enemy's eountry without same little 
baggage, and with scarcely any aramunition, 
except the sixty rounds the men, partieularly 
when on service, carry in their ponches ? Thesé 
fac^S; must prove the utter absurdity of his 
having had any snch intention, and I can confi- 
dently state, no such operation was in contem- 
pbtion at that period. The majority of thetroops 
then in garrísoa having formed in contiguóus 
cióse oolumns on the glacis, moved in the aftér- 
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BdOD by the high road towátds the Veiitá of 
Oriamendi which I have already mentioned. 

When within six or eight hündred yards 
of the enemy^s entfenchments, the San Fer^ 
nando and Chapelgorris regiments, who led the 
advance, thréwóut a lineóf tirailleurs, and were 
Vfery shortly after\i^ards etigaged, the etiemy pouí* 
ing on them a tremendous fire from behitid their 
Works and then retiring. Thus in less than half 
an hour they succeeded in tüming the enemyV 
flanks, and possessing themselVesof the VehtahiU. 
This being the first time that I had seen thé 
Carlists in action, although the unenviable situ*> 
atíon has since frequéntly fallen to my lot, I 
was not then aware that to fight and retire, or 
en retraitej waiting an opportunity to fall on thé 
rear or ílanks of their adversary, was their great 
strength. This custom they invariably, and not 
idways iinsuccessfuUy, put in practice, whenever, 
as is frequéntly the case^ the Christinos are ne- 
cessitated to fall back upon some town or viUage 
for quarters during the night after an action. 
Thus they lose comparatively few men, whereas 
tbeir making any decided stand, particularly 
where their position is not advantageous, would 
probably cause thein a serious loss, and any deci- 
ded result on the part of the forces of the Queen, 
ccaisequently becomes more difficult to gain. 



1^ Af);^r rta^kúigi pQ^s^sips^ of and desü^oying the 
tempQrary fortific^Jtions at firitoccupied by the 
Carlista, the Chapelgorrís and San Fernando re- 
gim^nts follpved them with mucb epint through 
thq YaUey in T^hich reposad the town of Ernaai, 
uiitil th^y reacbed the lieightsk of Santa Barbara^ 
wbere they made a firm and determined stand, 
being in a great measure protected by the rocky 
i^nd wild nature of the ground. It faad nev^ 
been the wish of General Evans that the SpaúÍ9h 
troops, who were then commanded by El Pastor» 
or Jaureguy, should have advanced thus far; 
bu^ finding such to be the case, he ordered the 
first regiment of the British Legión to their 
support, and placed the remainder in reserve» 
in ,a. position commanding the entire* valley 
and, town of Emani. He then advanced with 
his at^ to the leading skirmishers, in order 
more closely to reconnoitre the movements <tf 
th^ enemy. I shall have so many opportunitiea 
of n}«[\tioning the personal courage and undet 
viating exertions of General Evans, that in so 
ti:jü^ing an affair as this, it is scarcely necessary 
t9 allude to them ; that it was his wish, however^ 
fíQding he had so far advanced, and not-» 
withstanding the mode of guerilla warfare sq 
ably practised by the enemy, to have then enr» 
deavoui^d to have taken and occupied Emaiiú, 
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I«m wdl assured; and this plan might doiibt- 
kf» have been put into exenitipn^ as nót oné 
bttttalion of Carlists tben had posseesion of ft 
If^jith 8uch intentions, he sent back a staff-offioer 
to, St. Sebastian for ratkms and a greater wtp^y 
oC^junmu&itían» together with the icmaining 
fcMPce left in charge of the town. His wishea 
ynffe notwithstanding overeóme, particularly by 
Janreguy, whose perfect knowledge of the na¿ 
ture of the war, and every yard of the country, 
iaduced him to conceive it both advisable and 
expedient that the división shouM retum to St. 
Sobastian» particularly as they were totally tiñ* 
pcovided with the meana of enaUing the troops f» 
báxouads^ or to {dace the town> in case of tÜei^ 
sucoeeding in its capture, in a state of tenáUe^ 
defenoe» 

The Spanish troops, '< au reste,^ had expended 
all their ammunition, and the night w&r gradu- 
ally closmg in ; notwithstanding which, the 
Cbrístino forcé retired in a most orderly maiHier 
to their original quarters^ although harassed by 
r^imted ^tacks of the Carlists on their rear> 
wbo quitted the heights the moment the order 
foCtiretiring was given, and unceasingly followed 
thiBÍr opponents until night dosed over a bloody 
aQ^ heortless scene. In this trifling afiair the 
BiVtttsb auxiliary forcé had two or three (rfSfierü 
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wounded. I had the ill luck to be slightly hit 
in the neck when at the general'^B side. We a1«> 
lo6t añ0 tiftdet killed, and about twenty raen 
kiUed and wounded ; the Spanish troops had 
also several men killed, and a considerable num- 
ber wounded. Of course^ I cannot speak cor- 
rectly as to the loss sustained by the enemy; 
bttt theír litie being much extended, added to 
tíieir great quiekness of moVement, and the fa- 
cility they have, from a perfect knowledge of 
the country^ of covering themselves, I should 
imagine their entife loss to have been incon* 
sideráble. The Carlist troops engaged in this 
affair were principally battalions of the province 
of Guipuscoa, and were commanded by the 
since well-known Gómez. 

Previous to closing my hurried account of 
this my first insight into guerílla warfare, I 
must add a few words óf El Pastor, or Jaure- 
guy* naw, I believe, captain^general of Biscay, 
and^ in my humble opinión, one of the most ho- 
nest and patriotic oíHcers of the constitutional 
anny» Bom ñear the town of Tolosá, in the 
province of Biscáy, which he now commands, 
he wa» the son of Don García Jaureguy, a small 
farmer* In his youth he was employed in at- 
tending to his father^s flocks, while feeding on 
the mountain sides, during which occupation he 

c 
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became accurately acquainted with every track 
and mountaio-pass.in the neighbourhood. The 
patriotic spirit for whicb he has ever been famed 
ahd consisten t, led him, during the war of inde-. 
pendence, to quit the life pf a shepherd and join 
the standard of the now departed Mina, where. 
his courage and devotion to his country soon. 
placed him at the head of a band of hardy guer-, 
illas, who infested the mountains, to the terror 
of the French army. 

Jaureguy is now attached to the forces under 
the command of General Evans, who jüstly 
valúes his services, and, from his great know-. 
ledge of the country, and the inhabitants of . 
the provincea, his presence on all occasions ís 
most desirable; added to which, . his firmness. 
of mind, open and manly behaviour, and ge- 
neral good humour, have gained him the esteem 
of his British allies. In person, he is about 
the middle height, and robustly formed, with 
a tendency to corpulence; his countenance is 
bread, open, and pleasing, which well betokens. 
his good-tempered disposition. His eyes small^ 
but brilliant, with a high and expanded fore- 
head, denote his decisión of character. By his 
side invariably hangs a large and handsome 
sword, of whi<?h he is not a little proud, and 
with good reason, it having been made at To- 
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losa, in the immediate neighbourhood o( hU 
native village, and presented to him by the in- 
habitants, who purchased it by unanimous sul)- 
scríption,. and presented it to the then guerilla 
chief in admiration of his patriotic zeal in his 
country^s cause during the war of independence. 
I have frequently had the pleasure of bdng 
ín General Jaureguy's society both in a comfort- 
able town quarter, and also in the field of bloody 
strife, and I have ever found bim mild and 
oourteous in manner, determined and undeviating 
in his actíons and opiíiions. I do not think that 
he is generally popular ' or consídéréd a talented 
military leader by the Christino army ; but that 
is no criterion as to his worth, for they are as 
chaíngeable as the winds; he is, at aQ evénts, 
sincere and unwaverííig — two valuable acquísi- 
tions in a Spaniard, and I feár much jealoüsy 
may be causiéd by' the considerátión and rañlc 
hehas attained in the army^ notwithstánding his 
plet^eián birth. He alone ¿as obtained the juV 
tice due to his merits, whicn I doubt not is to 
him ferWprrf^ratíé than the pedantíc; W 
unprofitkble pride oí rank so fully devélóped m 
theSpanish grahflee. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Fond of a land which gave them nought but life, 
Príde points the path tbat leads to liberty ; 
Back to the struggle, baffled in tbe strífe, 
War, war is stUi the cry, " War even to the kuiíei *' 



The exhausting and exciting fatigues of tbi^^ 
diíy were suíHcient to throw me into a deep «nd 
profound repose, which lasted un til late on U)e 
morning following this trifling affair with thp 
enemy, m which, notwithstanding their haying 
been so recently embodied, the young Briti^ 
auxiliary troops behaved with praiseworthjj 
steadiness and courage. On rising, I found th^ 
despatches had arrived to inform us that X^. 
Carlists occupied the heights immediatdy s^r- 
rounding the town, and in the neighbourhood of 
Bilbao, in considerable forcé, and had already 
entirely cut off all communication by the riv^ 
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from Portugalette ; even a boat belonging to tlie 
British man-of-war brig, the Royalist^ had been 
fired into, from the heights of Aspi on the right 
bank of the river, about half a league from Por- 
tugalette, when two men were killed, and the 
lieutenant in command of the boat severely 
wounded. This information, added to the fear 
that the cily of Bilbao \vouId be subjected to the 
disaster of a second siege, at once determined 
General Evans to take all the disposable forcé 
under his command to its relief, and the same day 
two battalions were embarked.for Portugalette, 
to whidí place the Genial, his stafF, and the re- 
maining troops followed in a few days. We 
landed there late in the evening of the 4th of 
September, and, on the following moming, were 
collected in efficient forcé, yet not consisting of 
morethan four thousand roen. With this división 
G^ieral Evans was in hopes of forming a con- 
junetion with GeneraU Espartero and Espeleta, 
who were also marching to the relief of Bilbao 
by the yalley of La Mena and Valmeseda, towards 
S(»norostro, which latter place is within two 
«hort leagues of Portugalette. 

The Carlists did not, however, await the ap- 
proach of this combined force,>but, havingraised 
the siege, they retired from the vicinity of BiU 
bm to Anígorriagaj Zomosa, and the adjaoent 
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villages» Á The ^visions^ o£ Espartero and/ $jqp^ 
lela tfaarefore,. entored the city amidst the jpjftil 
acdamatkmR of the inhabitants without a «l^it 
berag fired^ and had consequently the sati^fiíp- 
tbn pf placing the dty^ for a.tiine,in.oomparatiye 
safety, without the necesaity of nmrd€príiig.jsgBo# 
hundreds of their countrymen. Th^ jBrjy^^ 
kgipn cros^ the river on the inoniipg si^bse- 
quent to their entry, and marched by the.rigbt 
bank pf the river to Bilbao, pne regiment tnkin^ 
up their quarters at the convent of Santa Cl^m^ 
anotherat SL Mmnes on.the left baok of,t)ie 
river, about a league from.the tqwn;^^a^ t¿e 
tifies, commandedby the Barpn de Bpttenl;)9i¿^rs> 
were stationed at Sarpsa, also on.the left Iji^nd^ 
the river Asua, about half di^taQpelMFe!^ J^^^ 
tugaktte and Bilbao, the.ren)9Í94^ b^g ^pnv 
vided with quarters in {fUbi^.itsflf. Even ,ja 
tbis wealthy and populpqs city, mucb.düScuity 
was experieuced in finding depept qjmt^; h^P 
of any sort, and these but few in Qiynb^, cpul4 
be provided, even straw lya^ in^suphrequifitipii 
that it Gould. not .be obtained ,in sufiipi^nt .qmn- 
tity; the consequence was, tb^t jn 9io«t cfUjiBs, tb^ 
troope were under .the necessity of jdeeiwg on 
the payeqdeats of the convc^ts, ,wd ibe j^pu^es^in 
wfaicb thfiy.w^e quar,teired, without any ^y^ring* 

Itifibbpi; ¿ufttic^ to fihfi .C<v;Ui9ts tbat 1 3hoi4d 
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iiera meírikxi^'tiíat'düriiig'tlus d^^ fourmiea 
faaf^iigaarvfiKdyrleft'thrtoluBm «nd eiitefed*á 
bciftse mtfiéafeh iof Mqwr, wefee seised bj the 
peMÚitiy'fiktd^mfíod'lo the motrntains. After 
a ^lapse offitíoié ^tbéy were, howcíTer» retumed, 
^d-havi^^áiie^ airthdrownrecpi^ sent 

toEngland; 

Bilbao, the pMfieipal city of the pfovinoe of 
BijKütj/^ sitiMSéd on the báükfi of the Asua, or 
YbiátSBihÚ^ lAádi Í8 navigahle íbr véssds of some 
irordiefo'fiftini the mouth of the sea at Póituga- 
létlei a idistam» of ^about eight Engfiéh miles, 
aüd l»pícl€ñK6cj[ue 'ki the extreme. In the centre 
<^a etüél '(aiid*)aÉ(ientáble'war, which emanated 
ttom its^ety^éXÍBf ánd fbr wlttch the hand of 
Pi^illgfiK^ aj^lll^rs'to bave ^tridcen it with 'á 
iftüi^ -fhaá ccMÉQoíi share of its horrorsand 
«iáétí*, it'íé^oses tranquüly in a ímall, but 
rieh átid delightñil valley, surrounded by high 
áñd wbéd-élad mountáins. The dty in itself 
fs émaU, oóiitdining 'a ^bpúlátion cf about 
ISjOOO,^ The stréets Are high and narirow, and 
téttiiKrkáblf deañ, as iió wheded carriage 'is 
íálowed tb be dii^én ihto the tewn, nór even 
honéiátten to ridé %éyoild a íbot^pace, for fear 
of destroyirig the pécüHarity 6f the paremeiit. 
l%é hóuses áure veiy high, and geherally ínha- 
bked-by' séVeriil Ivniliei^ who occupy the dif- 
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ferent stories, the higbest being considered thé 
most aristocratic. Bilbao wás formerly, and evos 
now that its commerce ia aknost totally al a 
stándy Í3 still one of the ríchest towns in the 
proviuces, and for the inhabitants, in peaceable 
times, one of the cheapest, as regards the necesr 
saries of life, which are most abundant. The 
Junta, or Biscayan parliament, which ibrmerly 
met evéry second year, at Guemica, during thé 
the recess, in fonn of a deputation^ sits perma* 
nently at Bilbao. As a military position^ mh 
thing can be worse, being entirely surrounded 
by mountains, which, on the principal side im- 
inediately overlook and command the city, and 
had not Zomalacarregui been killed during the 
first siege, there is more than common reason td 
isuppose it would have fallen into the hands of 
Don Carlos^ To those who know its rélative 
posítion, it must be a matter of astonishment^ 
and everlasting glory to its gallant defenderse 
who, notwithstanding the tremendous attaek 
made under the immediate direction of those 
able generáis, Eguia and Yillareal, that it shoiüd 
have been able to hold out until the tardy Count 
Luchana, aided by the gallant British navy, at 
last saved it from the enemy's grasp. 

On our arrival there, in the month of October, 
1835, we found only a few temporary fortifi^« 



lk)n0'i5md'%¿ttridÉdel(, lodped fcrr musketry ; but 
üroni Grénerál Evansñs great and indefatigaUe ex* 
frtíons tad ^enttéatiés duríng thc two months tliat 
iW5 wereiii'garri&ón theré, it was placed in a very 
tgteditík^ átate üf defence. Little thanks are, 
bowevef^ dtte Co the inhabitants or the public 
authorities', from whom scarcely a doUar could 
be trrüng to cóver the expense of fortifying the 
^^ Báüdira hdght,'** or signal-post, which entirely 
cdimmuids the town, and enfiladed the ríver 
tovards Portugalette, and indeed, under all 
dreumstances, was an admirable position on 
which to erect a work to defend any approach 
tD the town ; this formidable position was never- 
thekSB given up most disgraceñilly on the íirst 
Carlist diot being fired, without the slightest 
attempt to hoM it; El Moro also, anóther posi- 
tion on the inland side of Bilbao, which com- 
mands the ** Puente Nuovo," or bridge that 
crosses the riyer leading to the Durango añd 
Orduna road», and various other works, which, by 
dint of threats and entreaties, accompanied in a 
great «leasüre by Brítish aid, and owing entirely 
toí^the suggestion of Greneral Evans, were at last 
oolnpleted. Thns the homes and properties of 
those who had frequently been in süch imfni- 
n^tdatíger, wei^, if common energy had been 
displayed in tfaeir defence, maide far more ténable' 

c3 
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ihan tirey had jieen from the comm^ncem^nt of 
tíie war. 

pn ^anding at Bilbao frpm the Mwfppoi^ ^ 
^all steamer, capaUe oí reaching it at highr 
Water, and in which General Évat^^, Count 
Álava, and their stafif, had embarkec^ at Portu- 
galette, we were r^ejv^ by Covpt M^^^^^fs 
then govemor pf the dty, as also by Generala 
Espartero and Espeleti^, and by them conducted 
to the house of Don John Uhagon, who at that 
period wí^ one of the deputies of the proyinpe 
of Biscay, but has since resigned, and is npw 
residing at Bayonne, for wbat reason I am una- 
ble to State. I had frequent opportunJitíes qt 
meeting ^vith the above named generáis during 
my stay at Bilbao, and subsequently became íar 
better acquainted with them; and as their ñames, 
particularly that of Espartero, have become so fer 
miliar to the public, I ^Ijall ende^vour to gjve a 
brieif account of their characters and persíHis. 

The Conde de Mirasole is married to a lady 
of ácotch birth and family: he i^ exceedingly 
diminutiye in person, so muqh so, that during 
an engagemei|t in the early part of the wjir, 
havinff fallen into the hands of the Carlists, by 
stripping himself of his general'^s coat, which by 
the bye is exceedingly plain in the Spanish army, 
having no ornament but embroidery on the cuffs 



ahd.<K>lUris, ainl declaring himfelf a drummer» 
he wak enabled tb make his escape and save his 
li{e;otbéFlrise,Ixu:dEUiofscanTentk)D not then 
being in forcé, he wovdd undoubtedly hávé been 
ilbot. He has firequently amused me with the 
relatíon óf tbis fact. In matmers he has the 
courtesy of ^ perfect gentleman^ and, in my 
humble opinión, he is one of the few generáis 
whóm I believe to be perfectly sincere in his 
wkhes amd endeaTours for the cause which he 
has espoused. The safety and defence of Bilbao 
during the first si^e was entirely owing to his 
bravéry and exertiotís ; and I have heiffd him 
4pokea of thoroúghout the Spanish army as a 
gidhmt officér and good general, although want- 
íng confidencé in bis own powers^ He has re- 
signed or b^enr fancved to some other post since 
the perrod I átttidé tó, and is now seldóni men- 
tíoned^ for what reason I dáre not pretend to 
assi'gn', as intrigue, jealousy^ and coñstant ma- 
noeuvrihgare such prominent qualities in Spain, 
thot the goód and the bad have an equal sbare. 
OF Espartero, now Count LucUaiia, a grandee 
of Spoin^ and Knight Commander of all the or- 
dersrin the gift of her Majesty Isabella, com- 
mander-in-chief of the army of the North to boot, 
I ambetler able to give an opinión, as I have 
had more fiequent opportunities of judging of 
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his character,' and, al the same time^ tp thank 
him f(Mr ittuch Idndniess/bospitality, and eoj^ 
;»ideration/ during a long march that I aocom- 
panied him as a guest from Bilbao, on a missíon 
to thé bead-quarta:s of Cordova, then at Miranda 
del Ebro, by the valley of La Mina. In person 
he is aboüt the middle height, and thin, his cata-- 
plexion and hair being remarkably dark, hh 
black mustachios, added to the peculiar brílli» 
ancy of his small eyes, giving him at times an 
air ipf fetocity inconsistent witb his natural cha- 
racter, which is mild and pleaáng; when he 
smiles he has an agreeable and an intelligetit 
countenanoe. In the field, and I have had several 
occasioiis of judging, no man can display more 
activity aúd personal courage ; but when sound 
judgment and foresight are required, Espartero 
is qot the man, and of this he is not unconsdous. 
I should say he was infinitely more adapted 
dashingly to cómmand a división óf cavalry tban 
an army ; the latter of the two is now his post ; 
future events will be the best proof of his c^pa* 
bilities on that head, as yet, he has scaroely been 
sufficiently tried. To his soldiers he is kind to 
a degree, ever thinking of their wants in pre- 
ference to his own, and standing at nothing to 
obtain them, — thus he is with them a favourite. 
As a drawback to these good qualities, he pos- 



sesses rashfieás^ vMi a déíiciétfcy in 'itíilitary 
tactics,^-^a wánt of general education,— an inor- 
dinaté love of play, a degree of coldnéss of 
heart, tvhich enables him to look upoii butchery 
a$ & pastime, and you have the picture of Count 
Ltichana, the Christino General, who formerly 
disringnished himself in America. ' 

With Espeleta, I átn not so well acquainted as 
with- eifher Espartero or Mirasole, although 
I have freijuently been in his company. Hé then 
coiñniaYidéd the army of reserve, and is brother- 
in4aw óf Count Almodavar, the minister of war. 
This I should oonceive was the only reason for 
hts having held such a high command, as he 
most decídedly was far from bemg a fit person, 
and, as far as the Christino hopes of succéss are 
conoerned, he is much better in France, where he 
has latély resided, than in the command even of a 
tfaoutohd raen. His manners aire quiet and gentle- 
manly, rfthóngh totally unmilitary (if I inay use 
sudí an éxpression), and iri vain háve I sought 
hi» warKke capacities. During the period of my 
being in S|!min, they were generally shewn by his 
being a day too late for any necessary operation ; 
or, on the other hand, rather too soon ; thus fall- 
ing into the clutches of the enemy, against whom 
in the "field, he has seldom met with success. Na- 
poleón, in one of those flashes of mind which so 
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óCten threw vifidness over subgecto per{)lexÍQg to 
áil others, fMrúnouttced, that the higbest quality 
wfaich can distínguish a general, is finesight ; 
Espeleta is decidedly not gifted mth much. 
*' Courage, actívity, and knowledge of the 
heart,^ said be, <^ however important, are all-inu 
portant in a less degree ;'^ and to this hour how 
well is remeiiibered his leply, when urged by bis 
^nerals to adyance befbre he had Well formed bis 
plans ; a reply, which in so few wcnrds C(H>taiñs 
so much intelligence, so mueh actual méaning,— - 
" Je ne vota pcks elair sur mort echeqtteir;'^ tbus 
fully showing how well he balanced bis plans, 
uAtil tbey were fixed and duly chode% as tbey 
were the means of enabling hkn to undertake 
bis various (^ratíons with suecess. Poor 
Espeleta seldom saw* bis way clearly ádier in 
advancing or retreating, and \taá consequently 
unsuccessful. In person, he is^ tall and slender, 
bis countenance ñir from expressing ány degree 
of talent or animation, with a very fair com- 
plexión for a Spaniard; In age he is about fifty. 
Very shortly after our arrival at Bilbao, the 
wbole of the Spanish forcé was drawnouton the 
Alameda, or public walk, under the respective 
ccHnmandsof the above generáis^ as a com^di- 
nient,.and for the inspection of General Evans ; 
and in trutb, as far as regarded the men^ had 
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£1^ í(ir€oi<^z^ ticen fixim tbe dea^ thaymig)it 
$j|á}l hftvB exiglaniied ijrith üeelings pf prifle) tl^it 
sp}»^ pf ^p :Gne8t ^ropps in EuTQpe stppd belEff^ 
tfaeíai. I have epic^ bad frequ^Dt opporti^nlU^ 
of judging oS Úmc good quaUtiea in tb^ ^eld, and 
Img)ily (UsopTexed that their appeari^ice by i^> 
no ñoquis QTecbala^ic^d their actions, TheyajP^ 
hi(rdy, active, but g^n^aUy speaking, small, i^t 
tbe same tii^e, capable of bearing imítense |ar 
tigi^e^ aud marchipg astonishing diMancea withr 
oi^t halting» and enduring more than oob^ 
mon prívatioDs, without the slightest murmuF- 
íjog or appeanujice cf discontent. Theür clpth- 
ing is of a, serviceable nature, consisting of a 
IpDg ffjey great coat, over which are thron^ 
the crpss belts an4 hav^sacK» but no knapsaf^lfr,, 
a sB^Qiple chacO;» on which b^ macked the nuBUr 
ber of th^r regiment. Oa the li^ of m^ol^ I 
have at many periods been delighte4 witb Ú^át 
eveaness of tempeí: and endurante; dwing ^U 
wea^ei:3) and under the most di^tresy^ng cii'<^un^ 
stances» sipgiog and smoking tb^r. cigarüjps» 
probably ajft^ a fató of more than twelve howr». 
I speak ns^w.ot Üi^ iiffaati^/of Ihq Une and of 
tbe bajttalipns of Uie guarda, which: d^íFer in nq^ 
resp^, ^xcept that, the men are, r^l^er taU^^ 

The cavab'y^ part^cul^ly tbe light ^egiment^, 
are alsq good, ai^t their hqrseSs.aU^ugh small 
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and ^ort^ ar^ powerful and hardy^keepuig theír 
oondítion ^ith little care« Notwithstanding straw 
and barley being the only forage issued to the 
troops in jthe North of Spain, tbey are cápala 
of undergoing much fatigue, and parfcnrming long 
marches on the worst of mountain roads. The 
men of the cavalry regiments are generally speak- 
mg finer than those of the infantiy, and admirably 
drilled to their duty of out-posts, videttes, and 
ílankers ; a duty so rauch required and so necesr 
sary in the species of warfare they have to en- 
cDunter. 

With regard to officers both of the infantry, 
cavalry, and guards, generally speaking, they 
can claim little praise either for their qualifica^ 
tions or for the active performance of the duties 
required of them ; their promotion is carried od 
entirely by favour, and in many cases is most 
outrageously abused ; those of the guards en- 
joying much the same unaccountable privilege 
of rank «s our own ; and with the exception of 
being called upon under peculiar circumstances 
to take the field, they do duty only at Madrid. 
The whole of the officers, however, of the army, 
or at least the majority, are chosen from a claas 
of persons witbout education or.any sort of mili- 
tary knowledge, with the exception of those. 
froin tbe military college, wha are obliged tp 
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prove tfadr claim to nobilitj, an easy matter in 
Spain, and who obtain commissions only in the 
artillery and engineers. Anumgst those I have 
seen, they certainly appeared to me to want that 
spirit, and enthusiasm, and energy, as regards 
the welfare of their country and their regiments, 
«o truly necessary to urge them to great under* 
takings, or to lead them to hope for a favoui^ 
able termination of hostilities. The coffee- 
hoase, the gambling^house, and a cigar, in most 
cases is the summif of their ambition. In saying 
thus much, I by no means wish to be unchari- 
table or ungenerous to those from whom I 
received much courtesy, and I am far from as- 
serting that much individual bravery does not 
exist, and even chivalrous demeanour, parti- 
cularly amoñgst the cavalry oíScers, some anee- 
dotes of whom I shall have pleasure in mention* 
ing ; but I must now 

Mark the battie field with hideous awe> 
Thus only may our sons conceive the scenes we saw ! 

and in so saying, I feel a pride of heárt in 
franfcly confessing that when it fell to my lot to 
be thus situated, my feelings were those of pro- 
fessional enthusiasin, blended with abundant 
commiseration. for those who fell in the causé, 
who, whatever may be their opinions as to itft^ 
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justice, miist «qti;dly be lanientied:^by*ftli paWies, 
Mid 4be tglory mid love ! óf theSr o^^ ' spléíidid 
and pcaeeful Englánd /will 'siük deepér aiid 
.deeper-into tbeir faearts. 

On the moniHQg of tlie llth 'of 'Septétnher^ the 
armyof res^ve ándEspartero^s división, theVhde 
.under the command of Espeleta, who was'then 
jienior general, loárdbed at an eairly hourfrcHn 
JBiibao, by the.Pu«ite Nuevo, or bndge, whiich 
croases the Ybaiaabel,'on theinland sideóf Bil- 
bao,<and joias the voad leadlng faolti to Orduna 
joad Dumngo, with the intention of foi^ing a 
passa^e in that direction, in order to form a 
junetic» with Cordova, the commander-inHihiéf, 
"whose head-^narters were then at Miranda del 
-Elnx). 

At nine oVlock the same moming, I went, 
as was. the xnistom, to breakfast at the table of 
my general, when, conceive my astónishment, at 
hearing, that an orderly had just arrived from 
the army, to ínfcHm us that the troops who had 
that moming left Bilbao, had fallen in with the 
Oarlist advaneé guards not a league fróm the 
lidWn, ^md havitig dríven them back tts*far ás the 
.villi^'e ^ Arrígoríi^a, were then hcÉly engaged 
^h the main body of 3^n Ciarlos's army, aboüt 
eigbt Eiiglish miles 'from Bilbao. Arrigoriagü 
is sitfiated on the left bonk of the river Ybaizabd, 



the .ppiicip4,^p^,Qf .the viU^ge; .bdiogíclofle to 
tba^gl^^rfj^ tq Qrdtma; a.fewhouseSf mrehowr 
eyer, spi^tt^rj^^jOi^i the opposité bank. Tharivcr 
isinQo.part fordable, but potsaUe b j a smali 
f^ J9^^ii^.jtuá4g^; the oountry on «ach side 
b^g;;9g$u<tfainpusy d^mdj wooded, and sloping 
tQ^)[;be^ja;|it^^s edge, particularly on tbe ríght 
l)a^k, QjE^e riyer opcupied by tbe enemy. 

][t is j96a|:cdy,to be credited that these tdro 
cani|aaai^4!^i^}2<HUdbave been more than a week 
w^thiji*^ llague of the Carlist advanoed posts» 
afid jet.were i^cncant of the fact of their not 
}\aATOg. Jieft their positions^ .and tbus after de» 
clafriiigth^ iptentionof joimng Cordova with* 
oi^t finog .11 ^hot, end bytfalling into the jaws of 
the epeiny, wl^o,werereadyand waiting to receive 
tbe^i. Tr^acbery» ignorance, or onrant of prever 
e;(:ertipiíi8 a^d foresight on their parta to gain a 
k^o.wIedg€t af the enemy'^s movements, oould 
al^;ie J^v^ produced so fatal a xesult Oa ie«* 
Q^ivíng ,jtbi« , unpleasant and ipofiít unexpected 
ip^UigeiPCe, 3T{an8 inunediatdy ordered the 
whole of the garrison under anos, and with 
Ufp ,l^t^}Q^ . of the Britiah Auxiliaries and 
p^K^t.^ytheigavrieon commanded by Count Mim- 
sqleijjie^^fffched 1^ ílspekta's suj^rt. On 
ac^YÍi^;a|t.Ji^ViTÍg<^ the Christáim 

Wliil^'iyj^^^^S^ ^^ the enemy^ who oociq^ 
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a' ^eiy extended line of formidable positiohs oii 
thé ri^ht bank of tlie river, theír giieriUás being 
imich jarotected by the thick wood wHich iii 
nlany places grew cióse to the riveras banlks. 
Th^ had also possession of several scattered 
bouses at the head of the bridge, and these weré 
filléd with troops who, from the Windows and 
broken loop-holes, were pouring in a murderous 
fire upon the Christinos. Espartero and Espe- 
léta had placed themselves on an eminence which 
oómmahded the entire view of both armies, siir- 
rounded by theír staffs, but not out of the rangé 
of the enemy, as several officers weré wovinded 
at this spot. The Christinos occupied the left 
batik of the river, along the side of which they 
had thrown óut their tirailleurs; the ground, 
however, was more open than that of the opposite 
dde, and they were consequently far more ex- 
pósed to the galling fire of their adversaríeá. 
Áá they had taken possession of a great por- 
tion of the village, the houses were fílled with 
tróopá who, thus protected^ must have conádér- 
aMy ánnoyed the Cárlists. 

The Christinos had undoubtedly succeeded in 
dríving their enemy from the immediate neigh^ 
bótirhood of the ill-fated Bilbao, but had they at' 
teúiptéd to cross the river, which could only havé 
beei^ done át thé bridge, their loss would have 
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been tremendous and the carnage us^^ess. Tbey 
probably might have effected it, as Ev^ns re«> 
P^tedly and gallantly oíTered to lead his forcea 
to attack it, .but had thej done so what would 
have been the result ; they would, qu the other 
«de,, have found themselves encompassed in a 
ravine, through which the high road on the op- 
posite side of the river passes : they would then 
have immediately been surrounded by the Car- 
lists, and probably cut to pieces. A retreat was 
therefore decided upon, and had it been properly 
carried into effect, under all circunistanoes it was 
certainly the most advisable plan. Such how* 
ey^r w^s not the case. The English regiments. 
and the garrison of Bilbao were ordered to re- 
tire by the high road by which they had ad- 
vanced, whereas the troops engaged retreated by 
a more direct and mountainous line of country , 
which rejoined the high road at the Puentie 
Nuevoj by which bridge it was necessary to pass» 
to.^nter the town in that direction, 

The consequence of this movement was suph a$ 
led to the most disastrous result. The garris$^ 
and aiixiliaries had arrived at Bilbao before the 
advaoced guard of the retiríng army had reached 
the bridge. No reserve had been placed there to 
protect the retreat of the tropps, althpugh th^ po- . 
sitions aire admirably calculated for such a, pnxr^ 
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pose, for which Couñt Mírtóoleí wBor^atótnanyed 
tbe garrifloD, has been imicK blám^d/ whetírít 
jusdy or not, I -wíll not preténd* tb isay ; as^'í 

. • • • • 

amnút hwecte that any ordersto tfiíát élRct'wéi*e 
gíven'^ yet I concludé they müíst havéljeéinV 
otherwise so gréat an ovéi*sight oh thé part bf 
Espeleta ought instantly to háve reóióviBd'Tiim' 
from his command, as he wéH knéw' the'íiaturfe 
of the country by which he was ulakihg^á retiro- 
grade movément. The consequenices thdí fol- 
lowed may be easily conceived, they aré told"*!!! 
a few words. The Carlists, who hád iñiitie-' 
diatfely passed thé bridge of Arrigoriagá on the 
omtíraenoement of the retreát, folíbweS* 'the 
Chrfetinos with much energy and cburagé, and 
incíedible rapidity; the Christiiios in consé- 
quence became hurried, and rushed in numb^, 
without order or discipline, down the motlntáin 
sides to the head of the Puente NuevoJ ^Méh 
instttntly became so crowded, that orié k;ehé'~óf 
confusión and slaúghter ensüéd. Dváhá'had 
retünied to the field ©f action áftei» éhtferin^il- 
bttí> with his división,' for such were His órféri, 
when, to his astctoiáhment and diégustj'-Üe'di^ 
corered that thé Carlists had alréády j^bsáeié^ 
themáelves of the bead of the bridge ; he íhiéffe- 
fore instantly seiít back for' thé 8d árid'Ctli ftgl- 
ments óf theiegioh. 
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I yras tbe bearoc of ooe o£ these «ordtors mysdf, 
aiid:.ui;ito,thjb»:.di^ I am igiuxánt why I vran 
del«yed neariy hdf an hoür in returning to the 
úá^-ofmy gena^al, although well mounted, írom 
tbe.iK^ual pre33.of Spanish troops, whoappeared 
to me perfepüy ¿fresh, and yet were returning - 
from the fidd of slaughter of their countrymAi 
aiid comrades» whilst the EngUsh were ordered 
back to protect their too precipítate retreat« 

Oa the arriyal of the 8d auxiliary regiment, 
tivK> oómpames were ordered to advanoe and 
clesT: the bridgew Espartero, who had in' the 
meahtinxe gallaiitly charged at the head of a few 
lancers of the royal.^guard, succeeded in some 
measure in checking the impetuosity of the 
Carlists^ but in doing so, he recáved a musket 
shol in his left amiy and the English arríving at 
the 3aiii^ time on the <scene of action, he was with 
difficulty persuaded to retire, and it was not 
untU be saw the bridge entirely cleared from the 
eneingir that he left the fidd. In this aífair, the 
sDiáll £irces of the legión that were engaged be- 
lia,vc4 with mucb spirít, and it was not until 
repepted orders. were delivered, that the men 
cpu}4 be persuaded to retire. On this occasicm, 
when riding towards the bridge, I distinctly 
obaeil^ed^ the Garlists secure several Christínós 
by their clothes, and throw them over the para- 
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pets into the river beneath, where, if not mutí- 
lated or killed hy the fall, they end^voui^ to 
save themselves by swimining across; as a proof 
of which, more than five-and-twenty bodies were 
táken out the following day. It was also during 
this affair that I witnessed, for the íirst time, the 
system of stripping and robbing a man the in* 
stant he fell — so ably practised by both parties. 

In this unfortunate action the Queen'^s forces 
could not have lost less than seven hundred meh, 
killed and wounded^ besides several of their best 
ofi¡cers> iticludiñg Espartero. The Carlists mtlst 
also have suíFered severely ; yet I do not think 
their loss exceeded that of the Christinos. 

Thüs ended the llth of September : — b. day 
certainly not favourable to the cause of Isabella 
— a day on which not a shot ought to have been 
fired in anger. Had the Christino generáis had 
the common foresight and precaution necessary 
in war, viz., that of finding out, or at least, 
endeavouring to find out, their enemy's position 
and forcé ; had they taken the slightest trouble 
to do this, they would without difficulty have 
ascertained that the Carlists occupied a most 
formidable and mountainous Hne of country, 
immediately intetcepting their route, having 
the power of retreating to heights which com- 
mand a pass through which their enemy must 
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háife inárchéd, and thrpugh which tbej^ bad not 
a chance of gainióga passage without the loss of 
hidf theír fórces, eren had the Carlists been in 
far less humbers, instead of their superiors. The 
Carlists óñ this day were commanded by £guia. 
Ituralde, Villáfeal, and two olher Carlist 
chiefs of note were also present ; and I have 
been informed that Don Carlos in person wit- 
nessed the greater part of the action. AIl the 
Navarrese battaüons, who are by far his bttt and 
bravest, were also present. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Tnveller ! our bones are bleaching on the ground. 
And yet unburíed. Pity not our doom ! 

Ours is a grave of glory, shrouded round 

In virtue ; and the vaolt of heaven our tomb ! 



On the moming after this unfortunate affair, 
I rodé to £1 Moro» a height I have already de- 
scribed, which overlooks the bridge, and from 
which you have an extensive and beautiful view 
of the surrounding country. The Carlist out- 
posts were still in occupation of the head of the 
bridge on the opposite side of the river, and se- 
veral of their battalions were bivouacked on the 
mountam slopes above it. A scene here pre» 
sented itself, which, at the time, greatly shocked 
and disgusted me, and has since been painfuUjr 
engraven on my memory ; several naked bodies 
of those who had been killed the day pre- 
vious, were lying exposed immediately under 
one of their bi vouack fires, the soldiers at the same 
time pointing at them, and in no measured lan- 
guage, heaping abusive language on the oold 
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•clay corpses of their countrymen, though foes. 
I was still more hurt, and I must say surprised, 
when I at the same time observed the oílicer who 
had the command of the picquet at the brídge, 
quietly seated on the parapet smoking his 
cigar» with a dead, and I should conceive al- 
most putrid, mangled and naked corpse within 
five yards of him, as unooncemed, and to all ap- 
pearance as undisturbed in mind, as if had he 
been seated ín a café at Tolosa or Madrid. I 
tumed from such a scene with feelings of deep re- 
gret, that so fine a race of men should thus dis- 
grace themselves, by actions so unworthy their 
feats of armsy and so totally ínconsistent with the 
feelings of men and christians. The eneíny 
remained in these positions several days, and 
then marched in the direction of Onáte, one of 
the favoured spots of Don Cariosas mountain 
court ; so chosen, I imagine, from its being sur- 
rounded by mountains almost inaccessible, whilst 
several battalionscontinued their route toNavarre. 
Unavailing regrets for the frustrated plans of 
the llth of September, began to cease, and Es- 
peleta^s división ^gain marched on the 18th 
Espartero being under the necessity of remaining 
at Bilbao on account of his severe wound. At this 
period, the troops took the road of Somorostro and 
Valmeseda, through the valley of La Mina to 

D 2 
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Modina de Poma, and crossing the Ebro near 
Villacajo, joined the bead-quarters of General 
Cordova, the cominander-ÍDK;hief near Omi^ 
from whence Espeleta moved to Miranda dd 
Ebro. From this date until the middle of Octo» 
ber, we received little news of importance ida^ 
tive to the movenients of the enemy,* and same 
short time was therefore allowed for drilliog 
the auxiliary troopa, as also fix* oompletíng 
the works in the neighbourhood of Bilbao, wbich 
had alreadjr made considerable progress. The 
^strength of the L^ion then quart^ed in tbe cttj 
and the immediate neighbourhood, oonsisted of 
about 4,500 bayonets ; the cavalry, which had 
only recently arrived from England, being quar* 
tered at Santander. The troops were more tbao 
oncebroughttogether for tbe Lieutenant^general^s 
iiUpection, and all parties felt satisfied with tbe 
soküer-like appearance of the men, and the great 
improvement they had made, both as regarded 
their moyements and discipline^ considering tíie 
very diott period and the drcumstanoes under 
wbich they were embodií^. Had they at that 
period (and during the severe winter of 1836) been 
kft to garrison the towns of Bilbao, St. Sebestiaii, 
and Santand^, and had Evans then been allowed 
an independent command of the Cantabcian 
coast, instead of his inefficient little annj bdag 
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htirried away to undertake a long, harassÍDg 
march over bad and mountaínous roads at the 
very c(»nmenceinent of the indement season, 
with troops totally unaccustomed to fatigue» and 
in a great measure to the use of their fire-arms, 
to which may be added a great want of proper 
supplies in the commissaríat department, their 
Services, in all probability, would havebeen sucli 
as tó have called forth the satisfaction of all 
parties interested in the Christíno cause ; and 
aeither Valmeseda ñor Pleutia would have fallen 
as they did, almost without an effortf into the 
hands of the Carlists. 

Of these towns I shall, however, have occasibn 
more fully to speak hereafter, as also of the at- 
tack on St. Sebastian, which place was subse- 
quently relieved by the speedy and praiseworthy 
exertions of Colonel Arbuthnot, with three hun- 
dred men, who arrived from Santander in time to 
ppevent the entry of the Carlists into the town, 
which was on the point of being taken or trea- 
cherously given up, through the dastardly cow- 
ardice of the garrison and the inhabitants ; not- 
withstanding its being one of the strongest for- 
tified positions iu the world, as the Biitish army 
have the glory to recollect. 

When I state, however, that on Colonel Ar- 
buthnot^s arrival (who, by the bye, is a captain 
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in his Majesty's navy,)he found not a single piece 
of artillery in a fit state for service, although 
more than a year had dapsed since the commence^ 
ment of the war. I have some reason for 
conclnding that to the conduct of this amiable 
officer, and those under his commandy may be 
traced the means of this most important place 
being saved from the disgrace of falling into the 
hands of the enemy ; and, in addition to my opi- 
nion, I insert in the Appendix,* the correspon- 
dence sent to the commander of the forces by the 
authorities of the town. 

On the 19th of October, Espartero havíng suf- 
ficiently recovered from his wound, and bemg 
most anxious to join his división, which wa» 
then with Cordova, he left Bilbao with six bat- 
talions of infantry and one squadron of hus- 
sars, being part of the garrison under the com- 
mand of Count Mirasole. On this occasion it 
was my good fortune, with an amiable ñiend, ano- 
ther aide-de-camp of General Evans, to bid adieu 
to that city, to which I have never since returned. 

Tea, a long adieu ! 
Who may forget how well thy walls have stood ? 

When all were cbanging tbou weit trae, 
First to be free, and last to be subdued. 



* These letten wiU be found in tbe Appendix, No. 1. 
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I had fortunately been chosen to accompany 
Espartero in this most interesting movement, 
which we accomplished ín four days, without 
ñilling in with any part of the enemy. Having 
marchedby Somorostro to Burcido ; from thence 
to Valmeseda and Modina de Poma, shortly 
after which, crossing the Ebro at Frías, we pro- 
eeeded on the right bank of this river until we 
reached Miranda del Ebro. I was much dis- 
appointed with this river, which I had been led 
to imagine, although so far from its source, was 
a second Thames : instead of which, in many 
places, even as far as Saragossa, I found a fórda- 
ble streám, and in most places an inconsiderable 
rivér. Even at Miranda del Ebro, where it is 
crossed by a bridge of six arches, it is most in- 
signiíicant in point of depth. 

Here I was first gratified by the sight of the 
Christíno army of <^)erations, termed the Army 
of the North, and its commander-in-chief. Gene- 
ral Cordova, whom we there found with five- 
and-twenty battalions of infantry, two regi- 
ments of cavalry, namely, the Lancers of the 
Royal Guard, and a beautiful regiment of Hus- 
sars, who being dressed in light yellow with 
pelisses, are jokingly named the " yellów-ham- 
mers.'*' On my arrival, I was. almost immedi- 
ately introduced to the young chief by his bro- 
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ther, Colonel Ferdinand Ccndova, whom I had 
previously met both at St. Sebastian aud Bilbao. 
He received me with much kindness aad opigr^ 
tesy, and with manners both poUshed and arii- 
tocratic. I was much struck with bis youthful 
appearance, to which his very slight figure con- 
siderably adds. In stature he is about five feei 
níne; in age about three and thirty, and remark* 
ably thin ; his conversation embraces all the 
spirit and liveliness of talent, without any af tb« 
soundness and decisión of positive good sense. 
His countenance is at all times marked, but 
neither open ñor handsome; there is an un- 
uBual expression about his eyes when irritated 
by passion, and he frequently gives way to vio- 
lent bursts of rage» which is stríkingly disagree* 
able. 

Had his heart on all occasions been guided by 
sincere and liberal feelings, he might well have 
served his unhappy country ; and to do him 
justice, he did much at the commencement of the 
war, for the cause of those for whom he drew his 
sword. With this general I remained more 
than two months, and I have to thank him for 
much hospitality and attention, as I was daily» 
when circumstances permitted it» a guest at his 
table. I have also to feel grateful for more than 
one proof of his consideration ; in the first in- 
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stance, in noticing my conduct to the Spanish 
Government, in his despatches relatíve to the 
actions of the 27th and ^th of October 1835, 
at Salvatierra, and the castle of Guevara, for 
which the honour of knightbood of the military 
order of Saint Ferdinand was conferred upen 
me; as also for approving of ni j conduct towards 
my own general during my absence from the 
Legión. I trust I served him faithfully ; at least, 
I endeavoured so to do. 

Cordova'^s conduct has been much canvasaed, 
and by many, he has not only been thought not 
to have acted in a firm and decided manner, thus 
losing many opportunities of benefíting his 
country, but he has also been termed a traitor. 
Thus ungenerously of him, I do not, I cannot 
think ; although there was, undoubtedly, parti- 
cularly inthe latterpart of hisoommand, mnch 
reason to find isLult with many of his military 
operatíons and personal actions, especially as 
regards the power with which he was invested ; 
for he oertainly was formerly known to be a 
ttaunch royaUst. By those, bowever, who are 
acqnaínted with bisearly history, I am informed, 
that the change in bis pcditical opinions took 
place at a period of his life when any deeided 
judgment as regards public aíFairs could scarcely 
have been cxpected. Be it as it may, such little 

d3 
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acts of apostacy are not regarded in Spain 
with the just resentment they ought to be. 

I shall now endeavour to explain what I 

conceive was the real fact of Cordova's recent 

flight, and abandonment of the command of the 

army, of which he was the chief. That, indi- 

vidually, he was as great an enemy to Don 

Carlos as a fríend of Christina, and on this 

appears to have rested his wavering conduct 

at last. He felt certain, that some great mea- 

sure was about to take place, which would strike 

the hearts of his countrymen, and shake the 

powerof the Queen^s Government, if not endan- 

ger her person. He was, I feel satisfied, in a 

great measure prepared for the declaration of the 

Constitution, and his unfortunate vanity and 

ostentation led him to conceive, that he had so 

strongly gained the affections of the army, that 

coute qui coute, he could watch and keep 

for a period, the Carlists hemmed in the 

provinces and Navarre, at the same time suc- 

cour his royal mistress from the threats and in- 

sults of the Constitutionalists. Recent events 

have, however, proved the fallacy of such hopes, 

and his total want of foresight and discretion. 

Gómez slips through his hands, and travers- 

ing safely the province of Santander, gains the 

Asturias mountains. Chrístina, on the other 
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hand, is insulted in her own pdace by the vc^ry 
men who had recently been fighting, under Cor- 
dova''s command, against the Carlists : and the 
young, the brave, the favourite chief of the 
Royal mother flies, not from his enemies, but the 
assassin knives of his own followers. 

Cordova is now in France, and, notwithstand- 
ing his misfortunes, he possesses many qualities 
for a soldier, particularly as a general of a divi- 
sión, for which, I should say, his military abili- 
ties qualify him far better than as the chief of an 
anny. In the íield of action (and I have had 
frequent occasions of observing him), he is brave, 
even to rashness. Although surrounded with 
numerous and overwhelming difficulties, most of 
which may be traced to the lack of íinances and 
want of energy in the Government, he did much 
to infuse that spirit of enthusiasm amongst the 
troops which they certainly possessed at the 
period of my first seeing them. Many tales are 
told of his prívate and diplomatic character ; — 
with these it is not for me to interfere ; with 
his conduct towards General Evans and the 
Brítish auxiliary forcé I most decidedly did not 
feel satisfied. He was met candidly and openly 
by that general, and with feelings far too gene- 
rous and confiding. Had he acted up to his 
numerous professions of friendship and admira- 
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tíon for English offieers and soldiers, and cared 
for their necessities and comforts, he would 
have gained a most faithful ally, instead of 
having spread a feeling of dislike and dis- 
trust towards him. Be it as it may, he is fat 
from being a fit person to lead the Chrístino 
army, and would be of infinitely greater service 
to his country in a diplomatic situation» to which 
he has been much accustomed, and to which bis 
ambitious hopes appear to tend. His health, 
which was bad, rendered him at times im- 
patient, and even violen t under suffering, and 
was least calculated to enable him to follow {rom 
day to day a gueriUa warfare in such a country 
as the north of Spain, where, not to be exposed 
to all weathers, and at all hours, is to give your 
enemies the advantage. 

Previous to bidding Cordova adieu, I must 
say one word as to his peculiar style of dress, 
which, though eccentric, was not inelegant, and 
certainly was suíHcient to prove that vanity was 
a prominent feature in his character; he wore on 
niQst occasions a brown or olive-coloured surtout 
coat, actually made by Stulz ; a generaPs sash 
being faatened round his waist, and an English 
staflF sword, given him by Count Álava ; ligbt 
grey trousers with gold stripes, and silver 
hunting spurs ; his head being covered with á 
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blue forage cap or a small cocked hat. O ver his 
coat, in cold weather, was a zamara, and his legs 
were encased in long gaiters ; the cigar alwajs 
occupying his mouth, as it does that of every 
Spaniard, and at all hours. 



1 
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CHAPTER V. 



By heaven ! it is a splendid sight to see, 
(For one who hath no firiend, no brotlier there,) 
Their rival scarfs of mixed embroidery, 
Their varíous anns that glítter in the air. 
• • • • 

The grave shall bear the chiefest prize away. 
And havoc scarce for joy can number their array. 



On our arrival at Miranda we found the 
commander-in-chief at breakfast, — ^by no means 
an unseasonable or unpleasant period for those 
who had ridden hard several leagues, and fasted 
since day-break ; during, therefore, a most suc- 
cessful attack that I was makmg on the cutlets, 
coflee, and other good things oflPered to my 
notice, he informed me, it was his intention to 
move in a few hours, with the whole of his army, 
towards La Puebla, a small town on the high 
road to Vittoria, then in a temporary state of 
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fortification, and lightly garrisoned by the Chri»- 
tinos, at a distance of about three leagues from 
Miranda ; the Carlists having, a few days pre* 
viously, blown up a bridge across the river 
Zadora at Arminion, which runs by the high 
road toLa Puebla and Vittoria. For many days 
the Carlists infested and cut off all supplies from 
the latter place. I therefore quickly despatched 
the good cheer before me, and hastened in search 
of my servant, in order to obtain a fresh horse, 
that I might be fully prepared for a long day, 
as the Carlist army were supposed to occupy the 
heights of Arganzon ; so celebrated as having 
been part of the position taken up by the Brir 
tish army on the ever-to-be-remembered mom- 
ing of the battle of Vittoria, La Puebla being 
the head-quarters of the Duke of Wellington 
the night previous to the action. With beating 
heart, and overwhelming recollections of the most 
renowned army in the world, whose gallant feats 
of arms had left traces of glory over the very 
ground I was about to tread, I awaited the 
bugle to march. 

Espartero's división having alreadyperformeda 
distance of three leagues that moming, two hours 
were allowed to refresh the men, during which time 
the small town of Miranda del Ebro, so called 
from its being built on each bank of the river and 
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joined by a bridge, was literally crammed ; the 
arríval of these fresh troops had augmented 
Cordova^s forces to thirty-one battalions, besides 
cavalry and artillery. With this army we 
marched to La Puebla, at which place and the 
neighbouríng villages we halted for the night. 
No signs of the enemy appeared duríng the af- 
temoon; Cordova, nevertheless, expressed bis 
hope of coming up with and attacking them 
the followíng moming. Although far from 
being fond of the battie-field, and with many 
painful and omtending reflections as to the 
miserable state of the war, still I felt much 
exdtement from the anticipation of seeing these 
fine troops engaged on the niorrow. My expeo- 
tations were, however, on this occasion fated to 
be frustrated, as, on rísing at day-break, we 
were informed by the spies and videttes that 
the enemy had left their positions, and were 
retiring in the directión of Salvatierra, passing 
ahnost under the walls of Vittoria. I havc 
táxíce been told, that the occasion of such move^ 
ments was caused by a dispute that had arisen 
between the Carlist generáis in command^ Itu- 
ralde and Merino wisbing to await the Christino 
attack, whereas Villareal and Eguia were of a 
different opinión. This intelligence materiaUy 
ahered Cordová's prerious intcntions, and we 
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proceeded on our route to Vittoría, a distance of 
three leagues, without firing a sbot. 

Our march this day was to me one of deep 
interest and enthusia»n. Could it be otherwiseP 
Every spot of ground pointed out to me had 
been trodden by the Peninsular army in my 
earliest childhood; still bríghtly fresh in the 
memory of many of those then riding by my 
áde, for here the British troops had overthrown 
the Imperial forces, annihilating the hopea of 
Eing Joseph, and laid the foundátion of peace 
throughout Europe. That plain, formed in 
Nature's beauty, watered by many streams, and 
surrounded by high ánd rocky sierras, which 
ought to be the scene of plenty and abundance, 
is now overrun with the devastating hand of 
accursed dvil war. On reaching the village of 
Naneares, about half distance between Vittoria 
and La Puebla, we fell in with a party of the 
Christino troops, commanded by the curé 
Andrea, who were drawn out in order to 
cover our ad vanee in case of need. Numerous 
curious anecdotes are related of the curé, who 
was fonnerly a most sanctified member of the 
priesthood ; yet, on the commencement of the 
civil war, he relinquished, like many of his 
brother devotees, the priest's cowl for the 
zamara, or sheepskin jacket, and the sword- 
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belt. It is currently reported that his ser- 
vices were first offered to Don Carlos, on 
condition of his having the rank of captain in 
the Carlist army; which proposal being refused, 
he forthwith determined to follow the Christino 
arms, and has since strenuously exerted himself 
in their cause. With a perfect knowledge of 
every spot of ground in the neighbourhood of 
Vittoria, and indeed throughout the whole pro- 
vince of Álava, he is enabled, having a small 
forcé under his command, to cut off many of the 
enemy\ " partidas,^ or reconnoitring parties and 
outposts. He is also a most useful person in 
gaining intelligence of the Carlist movements, be- 
ing well known and greatly feared by the country 
people, as well for his bravery as from his extraor- 
dinary perseverance, forbearance, and coolness 
under the most imminent dangers and diíñculties. 
The Army of the North entered the city of 
Vittoria on the 24th of October, and remained 
in quarters there until the 27th; I had therefore 
suílicient time to visit every thing worthy of 
notice, and disagreeably were my anticipations 
deceived. Being naturally much interested in a 
place so noted and so marked in military annals, 
added to its being the capital of Álava, one of 
the richest of the provinces, my expectations 
had been formed on far too high a scale. Situ- 
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ated on a flat in the centre of a vast and well- 
cultivated plain, watered by the river Zadora, 
which passes round the city, and is in many 
places a mere shallow trout stream, being alone 
remarkable from its being crossed, within the 
distance of a league, by many small stone 
bridges; with regard to breadth, it is quite a 
brook. 

The cathedral of Vittoria is rather fine, as 
also the place, or square, in which is the Hotel 
de Ville ; the streets are long and narrow, with 
lofty houses, and being fiUed with troops, were 
sufibcating and dirty ; the Alameda, or public 
walk, which is to be found on the southem side, 
is tastefully laid out, and, in peacefiü times, 
many a dark-eyed señorita might there be found, 
adding her charms to those which the hand of 
art has formed. Even at this períod, though 
the sons of Mars were its principal occupants, a 
sprinkling of animated Spanish maids might 
still be found ; yet they were not of the higher 
class of Spanish society, as those who possessed 
the means have long quitted these scenes of 
misery and despair : there are no w seen only thosé 
actually obliged by circumstances, or such as 
love to look on warlike preparations, — 

Yet are Spain*s maids no race of Anoazons, 
But formed for all th* enticing arts of love. 
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During our stay at Vittoría, Cordoya anx- 
iously questíoned me as to the efficiency of tbe 
British auxiliaries, in case of their being ord^:^ 
to moye from Bilbao to that city. My answer 
wa8 invaríably, ^^ I think tbe L^on perfectly- 
capable of doing the garrison-duty of Bilbao, or 
any other town on the coast, which would enable 
you to relieve your own troops, who would at 
present be far more useful in the field than the 
British, who are certainly not as yet sufficiently 
expert in the use of their fíre-arms, to fit them 
for the quick loading and firing so necessary in 
the species of warfare into which they would be 
called to act.^^ Cordova at first appeared to 
coincide with these opinions; nevertheless he was 
evidently extremely anxious that the auxiliaiies 
should be removed to Vittoria, which was to be 
the scene of their future operations. It being 
evident that he had already determined on this 
plan, I merely expressed myself fuUy convinced 
that he had only to forward a desire to that 
effect, and General Evans would spare neither 
pains ñor exertions to enable the Legión to com- 
menee their march. The moming succeeding this 
conversation, Espartero and Count Mirasole, ac- 
companied by my brother aide-de-camp, who had 
charge of somedespatches toEvans, marched, with 
nine battalions of infantry and one squadron of 
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cavalry, on the road bj Villareal andOchandiano^ 
to Durango and Bilbao ; passing through the 
veiy heart of the Carlist provinces of Álava 
and Biscay, i^d peiforming the march in two 
days, ^thout firíng a shot or the lom of a man. 
By strengthening the garrison at that plaoe^ 
the Brítish Legión might therefore be enabkd 
to comm^ice tbeir movement on Vittoria by the 
•ame route. 

This mafch must haíve been interesting; but 
it did not fall to my lot to see that part of 
the country nntil a short time afterwards, as I 
remained with the commander-in-chief, in order 
that I might haré the advantage, by folloning 
the qperations of the principal part of the Chri«*- 
tino army, of gaining some knowledge of the 
actual State of the war, as also of the country 
and the language. In these hopes I was not 
deceived, and at the same time I feel many plea* 
sant recollections of the courtesy I experienced 
from all the officers of Cordova's staff, who were 
principally young men of the first families in 
Spain, and were consequently far better edu- 
cated than the generality of officers in the Spa- 
nish army. Amongst them. I remember, with 
much pleasure, the young Count Pomorostro, 
called by his associates Palco, and his amiable 
younger brother, both aides-de-camp to the 
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commander-in-chief. With much pain do I 
also recall to my mind Captain Santiago, of the 
Royal Guards, my fríend and constant com- 
panion, who was also on the personal stafiP. His 
loss I had subsequently to regret, at the miser- 
ably sustained affair of Arlaban, during which 
action he was wounded by a musket-ball in the 
thigh, which, fraeturing the bone, passed out 
near the knee; his death, however, I conceive 
to have been occasioned as much by neglect, and 
want of proper medical attendance, as from the 
nature of his wound, as I have since been in- 
formed by English surgeons that, had it been 
properly treated, it was by no means dange- 
rous. To this young officer I was indebted 
for much kindness and attention, and I deeply 
felt the loss of one who died so young, and under 
such circumstances ; he was one of the best and 
bravest of Cordova's staff.< 
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CHAPTER VI. 



La guerre est ma patrie, 
Mon harnois ma maison, 
£t, en toute saison, 
Combattre c'est ma vie. 



Early on the moming of the 27th, the army 
was again under arms, and, leaving the city of 
Vittoria by the north, marched towards Salva- 
fierra, which place was then in the possession of 
the Carlists. Our forcé consisted of five and 
twenty battalions of infantry, amongst whom 
were two regiments of Royal Guards (exceed- 
ingly fine troops), four squadrons of cavalry and 
artillery, part of whioh consisted of small guns, 
carríed on the backs of mules, and called moun- 
tain artillery, which latter is seldom made use of 
with any great eflTect. The previous day, Cor- 
dova had informed me of his intention to attack 
this position for the two following purposes: 
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first, in order to draw off the enemy's atten- 
tion from Espartero, and endeavour to bring 
them to an engagement with his own troops, as 
they were reported to have taken up formidable 
ground in the neighbourhoodof Salvatierra; and, 
secondly, to prevent their attacking the auxilia- 
ríes on their march from Bilbao. These plans 
were so far well concerted, that the enemy, with- 
out dividing their forces, could uot engage both 
parties ; and, had they attempted to molest Es- 
partero, Cordova would have been enabled to 
have fallen on their rear, with every probability 
of a favourable result. 

But such success, fortúnate as it might have 
been for the Christinos, was frustrated by un- 
foreseen and unexpected drcumstances. The 
road from Vittoria to Salvatierra is brood and 
good, the distance being about ibur leagues, tfa« 
first two of which pass through the viHagiéft 
of Ariaga and Matauco, which, since die period 
to which I now alinde, were placed in a teii^M»^ 
nury state of defence by the Legicm. The ooim- 
try is flat, but in many places irdody, alid 
intersected by numerous deep ditches and dnttns, 
which in many parts greaúy impede die qil&Á 
movements of cavalry. The ground, howevér, 
becomes far more open and hilly on the af^iüftch 
to Salvatierra, near which place the wtHüey of ¿hé 
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Borunda commences. Od the high-road, about 
half the distance from that town to Vittoria, is 
the inn, or venta, of Echavarí, now a desoíate 
and ruinéd hiouse; about three quarters of a 
league to its right, the village of Allegría ; and 
óñ the Irft of the road, at some distance, the 
castle of Guevara, an andent and strongly-built 
cháteau, which is situated on a formidable posi- 
-tion, commanding entirely the whole of the 
valley below, the village of Guevara reposing at 
its base, by which the narrow river Zadora 
runs. 

The army halted at this venta, or ruined inn, 
and had ahready kindled their hasty íire to cook 
the remnant of their last nighf s suppers, and to 
warm them ; for the weather was cold, even at 
that time of the year, on the bleak Biscayan 
hills; when the cavah-y videttes, retuming at full 
gallop, reported the enemy in sight on the 
heights near the castle of Guevara. We instantly 
pocketed the remnants of our half-consumed 
collation,' and, mounting our horses, rodé quickly 
to an eminence, where^ by the aid of our glasses, 
we discovered from twelve to fourteen Carlist 
battalions in sight, some of whom were evidently 
making a move to our right, in order to cut off 
or intercept our march on Salvatierra. In this, 
however, they fortunately did not succeed. Cor- 
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do va immediately detached a brígade towards that 
town, to tum their left flank, and another, under 
the command of Brigadia* Oráa, to attack thor 
right, and placing bis reserve and artíllery near 
tbe higb-road, be advajiced in person to coou 
mand tbe centre, tbrowing out a line of tiraü* 
leurs to meet tbose of tbe enemy , wbo bad alreadj 
opened tbeir fire, altbougb at some distance. 

I sball embrace tbís opportunity of nienti<xi- 
ing, tbat Cordova was invariably attended by an 
escort of infantry called carbineros, and a small 
body of cavalry. Tbe former are, generally 
speaking, some of tbe finest men I ever beb^eld, 
and tbe most enterprising : tbey are capable ci 
supporting inconceivable fatigue, and at times 
may be seen literally running by tbe side of tbe 
mounted officers of tbe staff for leagues. Many of 
tbese individuáis areNavarrese, and some have d^ 
serted from tbe Carlists, or^ baving been taken in 
action, are promoted to tbis, as tbey conceive it, 
post of bonour, for good conduct and distin- 
guisbed bravery. By tbese men, almost every 
action is commenced. Tbey do not exceed fifty 
ín number ; but, on tbe approacb of an enemy, 
tbey extend tbemselves into a line of guerillas, 
and frequently perform exploits that migbt 
ratber grace tbe ñame of patriot, tban ten- 
der tban revellers in tbeir country'*s blood. 
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Frequently, añer a long and harasnng day's 
march which has been interrupted by the Dona- 
ñeros or Peseteros of the Carlists, who are ever 
ready to take advantage of a tbick wood or rocky 
eminence, from which they fire into the very cen- 
tre of a column on the line of march, occasionally 
killing and Tfounding several men, then retiring 
by sudí ground as prevents the possibility of pur- 
suit, or a chance of their capture, have I been 
delighted, after taking up my quarters for the 
night, with these men, who, parading the streets, 
sing their wild and beautiful Spanish airs, accom- 
panied by the guitar, which ís always carríed by 
one of the party. 

A ludicrous anecdote is even told of one 
wfaose tum it was to be the bearer of this pre- 
cious load, who, during the heat of the action, 
having entirely forgotten that he had such a 
burden, and having been carried on too far by his 
valour, wasfound stretched onthefield dreadfuUy 
wounded. On seeing the enemy advancing, and 
not being able to mcrve, he cried out to his com- 
ndea, '* Caramba, — ^if you cannot save me, save 
the guitar, which cost four doUars I'' The cavalry 
esoort are equally brave and hardy, and the very 
best yidettes that can be imagined. Indeed, the 
whole of the Spanish cavalry are perfectly aú 

^E 2 
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faii «t this necessary duty in an enéiny''« 
oountry. 

To retum, however, from this digression; as 
I bave already stated, the Carlists had opened 
their íire on the Chrístino advance, which the 
latter forthwith replied to with much vigoup, 
pushing on at the same time towards the báiae 
of the position on which stands the ancient 
cháteau ; in order to pass the only small brídge 
which crosses the Zadora in that direction. F«h' 
some time I remained with the commander^üi- 
chief, on an eminence, from whence we could dis< 
tinctly observe, firom the country in that neigh- 
bourhood being open, the entire field of ac* 
tion. The enemy had a very extended Jine 
of skirmishers, but their chief object appeared 
to be that of keepíng their position on Guevara, 
as they had akeady been prevented from cutting 
off our advance on Salvatierra by Brigadier 
Vigo^s brigade, who had thrown their left flank 
into confusión. OrSa had also been successfid 
in his attack on their right ; upon seeing whicbv 
Cordova reinforced his centre, and, making.a 
desperate effort,succeeded in passing the Zadora, 
and gaining a footing at the bottom of the posi-» 
tion of Guevara, but not without considerabk 
loss, as the struggle was well contested and 
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sevei^e. This, however, at last being effected, 
the Christinos redoubled their eíForts, and at 
lengtfa succeeded in taking possession of the 
eiiem7''s strongJiold, who retired in confusión, 
and with much loss, to the valley on the opposite 
áde^ which is thickly wooded, and extends as far 
as Villa Real, wh^ie it is crosaed by tlie high 
Frendi road. . 

Tfais iatter attack was principally led dn by 
the gallant Colonel Elio and Captain Guerrea. 
The former had his horse shot under him, the 
fourth during the year. He was a brave and 
distis^i^ed officer, and is much regretted by 
the army at large, having since been barba- 
rously murdered at Orduna. The latter is the 
son of the Captain General of Arragon, and is 
now attached to the personal staiF of General 
Evans^ where, from his very amiable manners, 
gallantry, and single mindedness, and his tho- 
rongh knowledge of the Englísh language, 
having been some years in England, he is much 
estéemed by all who have the pleasure of his 
acquaintance* On the latter part of the attack 
mi the castle, I rodé with other;» to the summit 
of the poskion in which it stood. The CarlisINB 
were then retiring in disorganized numb^rs dow» 
the hill, and had already formed sdveral bat* 
talions in the thick woods, at the foot of the 



78 SALTATIKmftA. 

mouDtjdn; their guerillas sdll keefñng up a 
rapid, though almott hannlcss fire, oo the lead- 
iDg Christinos, the music of whose balls, as 
they whisúed aver our heads, was fiur too near 
to be agreeable. 

Haying gained this advantage orer the enemy, 
I naturally concdyed that Cordova would haré 
ordered a simultaneous adyance. He pcnnted 
out, however, the impossibilitj of passing the 
Zadora, which encirdes the base of the castle 
of Guevara, and crosses the valley in its rear, 
running bj the yillages of Azua, and Suaso di 
Gamboa, as at this point. There was only one 
small and narrow bridge, and the enemy had so 
covered themselves by the thick woods, near 
which it passed, that a dieadful destruction to 
the troops must have been the (xxisequence, had 
they attempted to forcé their way in that direo- 
tion: added to which, this appears not to have 
been his object, havingfully determined on en* 
tering Salvatierra, where the enemy were snp- 
posed to have formed magazines of grain and 
clothing. To put this operation into efiTect, he 
ordered his troops gradually to retire from the 
positions they had conquered, and advanoe on the 
road to that town. 

I had before seen the Carlists engage, and I 
well knew they were far too many to aüow such 
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an opportumty of falling on our rear to escape 
them, and I oonsequently waited with intense 
feelings of emotion, the evacuation of the Chris- 
tinos from the gtound which they had gained on 
the heights of Guevara. My anticipations were 
onfortunately too well founded, for no sooner 
had we quítted the eminence, and scarcely had 
the last man crossed the Zadora, on the Salva- 
tierra side, than I distinctly observed the leading 
tirailleurs of the Carlísts take possesdon of all 
theír former positions, which they had held on 
the early part of the day, bounding down 
the rocky mountain sides like wolves to their 
prey« They ínstantly opened a galling fire on 
tíie Christino^s rear-^uard. 

I had on this occasion, perhaps unwisely, re- 
mained with the last of the retiring skirmishers, 
fioma curiosity to observe the enemy^s movements 
on our retreating; and, feanng a sudden attack 
might produce a panic, or great conñision among 
the Christhios, I gladly availed myself of the 
iqieed of an English nag, on which I had the good 
fintune to be mounted, to regain the staff by 
which Cordova was surrounded; as, had I been 
taken prisoner, instant death, I conceive, would 
have been my lot. Even where the chief had 
placed himself, so thickly did the bullets íly, 
that three of the horses on which his personal 
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staff were mounted, fell mórtally wounded, and 
his own person was struck slightly by a ball, 
which was fortunately turned from any serious 
injury by the cloak through which it passéd. 

At this moment, the Chrístínos became mucb 
hurried, and I greatly feared a disorderly and 
disastrous retreat would have beén the termina- 
tion of an affair, which had at first been most 
successful to them. To do justice to Cor- 
dova, his prompt decisión and presence of mind 
on this occasion saved his army from being cut 
to pieces; drawing his sword, and requesting 
the officers who were by his side to follow his 
example, he advanced to the head of his troops^ 
who, regaining courage at his presence andchir 
vah-ous bearingy rushed, with cries of, ^^ Viva 
Isabella secondoy viva riostra Reyna /'' althougb 
in a disorderly manner, and bayonets íixed to 
the charge, and succeeded in dríving back the 
advancing columns of the enemy. Cordova 
sdzed this favourable moment, and ordered a 
squadron of the lancers of the royal guard to 
charge, who, notwithstanding the natnre of the 
ground, which was most unfavouráble, did so 
with considerable success, killing and takiñg 
many prisoners, and for the time striking such 
terror into the Carlists, who have much 
dread of cavalry, that the army were enabled to 
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continué their march to Salvatierra, Qot> bow- 
ever, unmolested. The cavalry lost a number of 
men and horses, and the infantry, harassed, 
fatigued^ and.depressed, entered the to\im at the 
terminatíon of this aíFair, the resiilt of which, 
although of no actual importance, as far as re- 
garded the state.of the war, was, nevertheless, 
claimed by both parties. 

Having been more than twelve hours on horse- 
faacky and totally overeóme by the excitement, 
and, I may add, painñil scenes in which I had 
in a manner been an actor during this day, I 
was too glad to take possession of the fírst bed 
that fell to my lot; — a comfort as difficult to 
procure, as was a supper ;-— which, however, 
thanks to the courtesy of a Spanish aide>de» 
camp, I was welcomed to, about one in the morn- 
ing, when, such as it was, having fasted sixteen 
hours, it proved most acceptable. Of Salvatierra, 
ourlocation for the níght, I have little to detaU 
that is interesting. It is a small town, situated at 
the northem extremity of the vall^ in which the 
moming scenes of blood had been acted, and is 
at the mouth of that of the Borunda. During the 
ccHninand o£ Y aldez,it was in the possession of, and 
temporarily fortifíed by, the Christinos, but was 
deserted or given up by that general, who un* 
fortunatdy conceived it not to b^ an advisable 

£ 3 
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position to retain at much sacrifice. In thia 
opinión he appears, imdoubtedly, to have been 
incorrect, as there has since been erery reasoD to 
regret it. The fortificatíons, which were never 
o( any strength, were destroyed by order of Don 
Carlos ; and the town is now the propa^y üf 
either party, as the fate of war may fixxn time to 
time decide. 

On the night of our entering, we found 
it entirely deserted, with the exception of the 
íew whose age or other physical infinnitieB 
had prevented flying from the approach of 
their countrjrmen. Alas! how desoíate is die 
feeling, when witnessing such striking proofs 
of the horrors of civil war — ^not a young man was 
to be seen ; and such I found afterwards proved 
to be the case throughout every village and 
town in the Basque provinces and Navarre, 
not permanently garrisoned by the queoi^s 
troops. On the approach of the Christinos, 
not only the men leave their homes^ but also 
the greatest part of the women, taking with 
them as much of their property and the neces- 
saries of life as circumstances will permit, and 
they can possibly remove; at the same time» 
burying or hiding every article of valué, to pre- 
vent their falling into the hands of the enemy. 
In many villages I have found the greatest ^ffi- 
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culty ín obtaining a loaf of bread, ^vhatever has 
been the price oflFered ; so detennined are the 
inhabitants, in every manner, to serve the cause 
for which they have taken up arms. Although 
many people still conceive that the removal or 
death orDon Carlos would terminate the war, 
far, however, am I, ín all humility, from believ- 
ing such would be the case; and I am per- 
fectly satisfied that neither the individual rights 
of Isabella ñor Don Carlos are the motives which 
induce the body of the people to carry on, with 
such persevering and undaunted vigour and bar- 
barity, the contest which at present overwhelms 
one of Nature's most gifted lands with camage, 
fratrícide, and widows^ tears. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



Perdieran hijos, Padres 
Y casado» las casadas : 
X^ cosas que mas amara 
Perdió l*mi y el otro fama. 



Stb AN6E ÍB the fate of war I A Carlist oom^ 
mander bad occupied the couch, only the night 
previous to that on which I lay in feverish endea- 
vours to bury in sleep^s oblivion all that had 
passed in the previous twenty-four hours. On 
that and the preceding days, I had frequent op- 
portunities of closely observing the various 
troops of Don Cariosas army. Their dress, 
which I shall here describe, is particularly 
adapted to the style of warfare in which they 
are engaged; and although the contrary is the 
general opinión, — and individually I was at 
íirst led to believe such to be the case, — they 
are, nevertheless, by no means badly clothed 
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or equipped, and in many cases far better than 
the Christinos. Their infantry generally weaí 
a blue cloth cap, or bonnet, similar to that 
worn by Highlanders, flat, light, and conve- 
nient : these are curious from their being 
woven out of one piece ; — they are all obtained^ 
from France. Their short jacket of brown or 
blue clothy witfa red cuflTs and coUars, is far bet- 
ter adapted to the speed of their movements, 
than the long great coats generally worn by the 
Christinos. A leather belt encircles their waist, 
which is called a *< canana,*" from having about 
thirty boles or receptacles for cartridges in 
front; which plan appears to me to be every way 
superior to that adopted by our troops, particu- 
larly for light infantry, when skirmlshing. 

The uniform of the Carlist cavalry, who are 
all lancers, does not materíally differ from that 
of the infantry, with the exception of their bon- 
nets being red instead of blue. I have, how- 
ever, observed a squadron or two entirely 
dressed in red. The (^cers oí Don Cariosas 
army also generally adopt the bonnet, adding a 
silver tassel to distinguish them from the men. 
The zamara, or sheep-skin jacket, is also much 
worn by the officers of both armies ; and al- 
tkough it is a dangerous dress to be wounded 
in^ it is, nevertheless, an admirable protection 
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from the keen winds of the mountain tope of 
Biscay and the treeless plains of Navarre. 

The bugle for the troops to assemble avoke 
me, after a few hours refreshing sleep, on the 
mormng of the S8th, and I once more prepared 
m jself by hastemng my toilet for another day of 
bloodshed and remorse. When dressed, I forth- 
with repaired to the quarters of the commander- 
ÚM^hief, who then informed me, that the enemy 
occupied nearly the same positíons as the day 
pievious, although íd far greater forcé, several 
battalions having joined them during the night ; 
nevertheless, it was his íntention to retum to 
Vittoría by the same road we had advanced, 
and, if posdble, without an engagement. 

We marched from Salvatierra, about nine in 
the morning, and had not proceeded above a 
league on our retum, when we discovered the 
enemy, who were formed on the slopes of the 
mountains near the Castello di Guevara, in 
tnasses of columns, having a squadron of cavalry 
on each flank, with a Une of tirailleurs in their 
frcmt, extending over a considerable space of 
ground, and were thus evídently waiting our 
approach, with a forcé of not less than twenty- 
five to thirty battalions. I have already m^i- 
tioned that it was not Cordova^s intention to 
ent«r into an engagement on this day, as besides 
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having many wounded from the action of the 
previous moming, whom he vished safely to 
ooayey to the hospital at Vittoria, he had alao 
formed a design of movÍDg by Villareal and 
Odiandiano, in order to protect the advance of 
the Brítiah auxiliaries by placíng a forcé at the 
head of a rocky and daogerous pass in the neigh* 
bourhood of Durango, through which the higfa 
road runs. Such beíng the arrangement of his 
intended operations, he gave orders for the army 
to march, placing the wounded and artillery in 
the centre, taking, at the same time, the precau- 
tion of throwing out skirmiahers on his right 
flank, which fronted the enemy, to prevent any 
movement being made on the main body who 
were advancing by the high road. 

In this order we proceeded unmolested as far 
as Matauca (a viUage which I have akeady 
named, about two leagues from Vittoria), where 
the country becomes more wooded, and so ínter- 
sected by drains and ditches as entirely to pre* 
vent the active movements of troops. Ever 
on the watch, the Carlists instantly took ad- 
vantage of the nature of the ground, and covered 
by trees, banks, and rocks, they vigorously 
attacked the rear-guard as they retired from 
tlie more open country,. and, notwithstand- 
ing repeated and successful charges of cavalry, 
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they did not cease their energetic means 
of molesting us until we arrived at the village of 
Arriagá, within a shórt league of the far-famed 
city. This movement was, nevertheless, per- 
formed in a most creditable manner by the 
Cbristinos, whose steadiness on tbat day I have 
never seen equalled: apd I had then, as on 
the 27th, ampie' and sufficient practical proof of 
the courage, fimnidable strength, and extraor- 
dinary activity of those who have been so fre- 
quently underrated. 

The gift of rhodomontadé so adúiirably com- 
bined with truisms in the bulletins and des- 
patches of Cordova and Eguia, I will not 
pretend to, and I should therefore say, that 
the loss of these two affairs of the 27th and 
28th could not have been less than from six 
hundred to a thousand men to each army. 
The Carlists suffered far more severely on the 
first day than did their enemies, besides the 
loss of several prisoners, who were taken by 
a charge of cavalry, during the latter part of 
the action ; General Villareal had a narrow 
escape from being murdered, having been 
ooncealed in one of the houses of the village 
of Guevara, through which the cavalry passed 
after having charged ; at least, such was re- 
ported at the time as fact. It is an occqrrence 
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somewhat singular, to which I must here take 
leave to allude, that on the very same days, 
namely, the S7th and 28th of October in the 
preceding year, and on nearly the same 
ground, the Carlists gaincd a most decided 
victory over the Chrístinos, and amongst the 
unfortunate and much lamented prísoners who 
fell into their hands were the gallant Colonel 
0'*Donnel and his brother, who being taken on 
the fíeld, were barbarously shot, Lord Eliot'^s 
treaty for the exchange of prísoners not having 
then been carríed into eífect. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Aimke fe mm «f Sprái I awake I «Ifanee 1 
Lo! Cbtraliy, joar andent goddess críes, 
Bot widdsnoCt as ofold, her tnisty lance, 
Kor diakes ber crimsoo ptomage in theskies. 



Wk ranained two days only at Vittoria, after 
this unhappy loss of life, which ended in no 
particular result to either party, that I was able 
to disooTa:. The inoming sud of the last day 
of October 1835, shone on the Chrístíiio columns 
cmoe more on the Une of march. We now ad- 
yanced by the high French road towards Villa- 
real, near which place we expected to fall in with 
the auxiliary foroes under Evans, who were sup» 
posed to be marching by that route from Bilbao. 

On our arríval at Villareal, we halted to re- 
firesh the men, and Cordova, not receiving any 
positive intelligence of their movements, deter- 
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mined on continuing his route to Ochandiano, two 

leagues farther towards Biscay, with the intention 

of occupying the formidable positions command- 

ing the celebrated pass of Gorbea, through which 

the high road winds from Durango, as it was 

more than probable they would have taken up 

their quarters at the latter place for the night; 

The Une of country from Villareal and Ochan* 

diano, Í8 densely wooded on each síde of the 

^^ camino real^ or high road ; and had the Car- 

lists had sufficient notice of our intended move- 

ment in this direction, no doubt we ^ould have 

severdy suffered for our temerity. Happily, 

however, we succeeded in leaching our destina- 

tion without being molested by a single shot. But 

on our arrival, our disappointment was great, 

atíinding that a peasant had brought intelligence, 

as unwelcome as unlooked for. 

The legión had commenced their march, but 
drcumstances, for which they were totally un- 
preparedy added to the dreadful state of the wea*- 
ther, had obliged them to make a retrograde 
movement; and they had since proceeded to 
Portugalette, with the intention of marching by 
Castro ón the coast. Cordova, and not without 
reason, was at first indignant at this unwelcome 
intelligence, and called all the saints to witness 
his unpleasant situation ; for the rest I was not 
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a little dejected at such a. cantre-iempsto my 
antíbcipations, being weli aware that the moral 
effect of six thousand Brítiái bayoneta appear- 
iflg in the very centre of the disturbed provinces, 
would at that period, have been greatly favour- 
able to the termination of so cruel a war^ unpor- 
ralleled ín modera times, and equally to be 1»- 
mented by all parties. I was, nevertheless, fully 
satisfied that General Evans had either received 
such Information as to induce him wisely to alter . 
his plans, or stríct orders from the Government, 
(who were everlastingly and unreasonably inten- 
fering with their oommanders), tomarch m some 
other direction, which latter proved to be the 
case. 

In the first place, he had been assured by 
spies, who in no instance could be dep^ided 
upon, that a considerable Carlist forcé. had as*» 
sembled on the heights and pass near the viUage 
of Arrigoriaga, with the determinaticMT crf piser 
venting his junction with the main army ;tluid 
Ihrough this pass he must necessarily mardi in 
order to fulfil sueh an operation. This infcmnafc» 
tion, I conceived at the time to be incoraecti^ and 
purposely told for the objiect of altering^his üneof 
«arch, asid I still hold the same oj^nioni ¥€ty \md 
itbeen true, with young, and so recentlyembodioi 
iroops;, perfeetlyunaccustomed to guerilla.waiv 
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fare, and still inexperíenced in the use'of their 
anos, combined with the fatígue of IcHig marches, 
the result might hayo been most disastroiis: 
added to whicb, he was strongly advísed by 
Jaureguy or el Pastor, who was then under his 
oommand, and who was perfecüy acquainted 
with the country and every road, to alter his 
first intention and march by the valley of La 
Mena. All these advices, correct and sound as 
they might have been under existing circum- 
stances, would not have induced Greneral Evans, 
I feel assured, to have swerved from his original 
determinations, had he felt them practicable, or 
that it was his duty to abide by them. As a 
proof of which fact, he had received positive 
orders from the minister of war, to march in 
the direction he eventually did ; and although, 
it was much to be regretted that such cnrders 
were sent, the result proved that they were not 
nnreasonable. 

Many were the reports and anecdotes at that 
period, of the destruction and total rout of the 
Englidb división on their retreat, as it was termed, 
tdl equaUy premeditated and untrue, as not a 
^ot was fi red ñor a man lost un til they reached 
the neighbourhoodof Somorostro, which is quite 
ia anotber direction ; and then the dreadful de* 
struction of the unfortunate auxiliaries consisted 
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in the death of one man of the rifles, and an 
ofiScer's baggage horse, cut off by the peasants, 
who are always on the alert to murder and rob 
any misguided individual who may be rash 
enough to leave the column. 

My quarters at Ochandiano were not such 
as may be termed comfortable or cleanly, two 
unmeaning words in Spain, but well-known in 
dear England. Yet did I pass the night right 
merríly ; two of Cordova^s aides-de-camp shared 
my lot, and notwithstanding the gentle intruders 
to our conches, whose bite was not the most 
sieepy antidote, we managed by the aid of 
cigars, grog, and cheerful conversation, to pass 
the time, until wom out with fatigue, we dosed 
our eyes, and soundly slept away the disagree- 
ments attending an army in the field. 

The thick and foggy atmosphere that wel- 
comed us once more on our road to the capital 
of Álava, gave much protection to the Dou- 
añeros or Peseteros, who, hidden by the extent 
of thick wood in this partof the country, saluted 
our ears with the occasional whistiing of a bul- 
let ; at no time agreeable, and certainly by no 
means a ciure for an empty stomach, on a cold 
November moming. These gentlemen have 
fine sport, particularly in such weather, as, pn>- 
tected by a rock, bang goes their rifles at soeae 
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portlj brigadier, or by chance into the centre of 
a column, and then off to the mountain topí, 
Uke a rabbit to their burrows. The gallant 
chief appeared dull enough, I should imagine 
only fíx)m the disappointinent of not haTÍng the 
hcmour of commanding an Anglo-Spanish army 
into the city of Vittoria. At all events, he wa« 
not so agreeable as usual, and being the only 
Englishman present, I was necessitated to put 
up witb his ill humour, added to the unceasing 
jokes o£ my Spanish comrades on the failure of 
our antidpated junction, all being most anxi* 
ous to meet their Brítiah allies : in this wish 
they were doomed f(»: a time to be disap- 
pdnted. 

The fog having cleared away duríng the 
moming, the sun shone brilliantly on the Chrís- 
tino army as they once more entered the proúd 
city of Vittoria, on a Sabbath moming. All was 
gaiety and expectation, and hundreds had as- 
aemfaled, decked in their Sunday finery, in 
anxious hopes that their curiosity might be gra- 
tiíied with a sight of the red coats; would that I 
could give them credit for a kindlier feeling. 
Their hopes, however, for this time proved 
vain, and I regretted it the mcaej as they really 
had made some slight preparation for receiving 
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orders >pf thí» :GomdHBider*4i«cIliel^^or thW'mü-^ 
nicipal authorhieB) or al' their' ówh" beailfii^ 
desire, I wiU not pretend to say^ and^iuki iheré^ 
fore iidlHng to allow thé lattéh Tlagsj )kiw-> 
ever» were flyingy^and numerólas fetnále huteb 
were ready. to wave handkerchiefs which wére 
doomed not to be waved €m that day ; yet ebüld' 
I for my part distinguidh few of thé brilliaat 
eyei^ of fair domtas, so lauded in Spain^ to 
greet our approacb. All the best hqxBSofái» 
.theatre had alsó, I understood, been engagedfot 
the officers pf the Legión, and the actors ooír* 
sequently es^hibited to an almost <empty housé. 
Asy however, the expense was either paid by 
the .dty^ or pillagéd from the almost «mpty 
military chest, the non*arrival óf the auxUiaijes 
must have been an unexpected pleasure to ti^em' 
ilUpaid and ill-treated artists. > ^ r^-. 

We halted one night only, to partajce oC.^iqf 
of the festivities that had been piepared^e^veo ii 
speciea of pudding called a hudino a rEnglem^ 
which appeared at Cordova^s table ín honoar.^ 
Engli^ taste, graced the board only as a sp^ 
cimen of our national cookery, and whieh beinn^ 
the most astonishing cwglomeration of. ingí:;^ 
dients I ever bebeld» was left untoucbed, as a 
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j^tern Ibr «nother attempt, when the Légioii 
did arrire. The Cariistt had moved tlie greater 
part ot thdr forcea to Navarre^ therefore once 
more bidding adieu to our snug quarters, we 
marched by La Puebla to Miranda del Ebro, 
where the army again halted for several days. 

Here we were joíned by Colonel Wylde, the 
Brítish commissioner, whoseacquaintance I had 
formed at Bilbao soroe time previoiis, and whose 
arríval gaye me infinite pleasure; his amiable, 
mild, and gentlemanlike manners^ frank and 
soldierlike conduct on all occasions, most de^ 
servedly gaíned him tli^ esteem of all parties ; 
to his credit, it may be said no person could 
more devotedly haVe exerted himself for his 
neglected countrymen, as well as for the Go- 
vernment of the nation by whom he is em^" 
ployed« By him we receivéd the intelligenee 
that the Auxiliaries had alréady arrived at 
Villacajo, where' they had made a short halt^ 
but iiltérided rapidly to (iontinue thdr march 
to Bfiviesca, at which place they had beeu 
orderéd to také up their quarters for some 
periodo in order to finish the organization of the 
Legión^ which had been so favourably and ener- 
getically commended at Bilbao ; this plan was| 
howeverj shortly after given up from the incon-* 
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ceivable hurry and anxiety that was manifested 
to bring new and half formed troops into actual 
service, for which they were unprepared and 
nnfit. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

O ! for a lodge in some Tast wilderness ! 
Some boundless contiguity of shade, 
Wbere rumour of oppression and deceit, 
Of unsuccessful or successful war^ 
Sbould never reacb roe more ! 

Cowptr. 



A FEw days were here allowed us for repose, 
during which time I made numerous endeavours 
lo gain correct informatíon as to the absolute 
strength and dispo6Ítioa of Don CarWs army ; 
reports were, bowever, so numerous, and so dif- 
ficult to be credited, that I at length gave up 
the vain hope of obtaining any detall of cir- 
cumstances, and in consequence was necessitated 
to form a judgment from such facts as froni 
time to time offered themselves to my own 
observation. I sball, however, mention the opi- 
nions of those on whom I think the utmost reliance 
may be placed, and from the peculiar situation 

F« 



wejl ,^c?quftiuí^ ^itb ¡the state pf $hings among 
tlic Carlista, This jntelligent , individual .h^ 
recpiítly belonged to the Christiuo jegimení of 
San Femando» and abQut six mpnths preyiou^ 
to the period to which I allude, had beeo taken 
prisoner by the enemy ; circumstances obliging 
him to serve during that time in their ranl^^^ 
iiiitil the opportunity of the action of .Sal-i 
vatierra enabled him to repass to bis anci^nt 
c(>mrades. By tbis person^ (who by pero^issiofo, 
of Cordova, became my most faithful groom) 
I waá ioformed, as also by many Carli$t jqiea- 
sants» that the absolute disposable strength pf 
the Carlist forces did not exceed thirty Ap^rv 
sand men, out of which númber not moü^.tha^ 
eighteen thousand had ever been broughtatrp^ 
period into the field of battle, the remaindes; b^ 
ing dispersed throughout the country^ aa dpvuMI/» 
eros, or custom-house men, spies, escort'duty» 
and a lesser proportion always beíng absent £rp^ 
tl^ army for the parpóse of foUowing , (h^íiv 
agricu^tjLiral pursuits, many of theNav^^riii^^Q 
l^ing also abseut during the vintage .andi a$) 

tlie, p^ripd (rf training the vines. :-../,fi 

. !^(pt with^tanding this inconsiderable , < ibrm. 
iheasid is inuqh, reason for believing, that' Jm^T 
the ri^ei^^tif^ Zumalacarreguy beeA jabl^i-.^tp, 
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|«ib<Airé tófficííáit alfins,' átifl hafl éníéavóttied 

;tó- ¿ttjss'ffife Eb'ito, 'ár thé latier' part df ' Vkldie-/ 

¿diimiffnd, ^hen t$pe' Ohristirib aríny' -«ras in 

1^ iai' gréatét" staté of démortdÍ2fttión than 

[fil^prásél^t, iti^ead of besiegirig Bilbao, évery 

;riiá¿'^^capable of foHowing him throughout the 

pfóvínces ánd Navaire would have flocked to 

.M¿ átandard. The time, however, ís noW gene 

B^,and they wisdy remain within their provincéK, 

Wliére thé well-known and mountainóusnature 

óf theíi* country, offers a thousand resoorces of 

átreñgth and protection. 

*' Withregard to the Christinos, they are neces- 

.¿¿rily tíbliged to occupy a very extensive line pf 

ó{)erátio]is, commencing from the French frpií- 

tfer,néar Pampeluna, fonning a kind of semi- 

.c&cle OH the Ebro, and in a measure gartriton- 

iÉlg the niumerous towns of Puenta la Heyna, 

Méndígorría, Lerin, Lodosa, Logfóno* Hai^, 

wífli Miranda del Ebro, Puenta Laragí^ and 

Modiiiá di Poma, and S(»icillotó Santander, on 

the eoast; To these may be added the eities of 

Bilbáb; Vittoria, St. Sebastian, as aliso Yalmeseda, 

W' Puebla, and various other small places in thte 

interior ; thus I should say Cordova cóüld'nót 
^ . ■ j" 

e^^^ 'on^rói emergency bring an anny of laibre 

thkú tvreiity thousand meninto tbe fiéld ; in^is' 

jnümbéi* I do not indude the áü3dliaiy©ítíefe, * 
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AMO0KT OP KBITIgH VOtCE. 



The ' British, cértainly, did ' athoiittt tét <ft^ 
períod tó more iban fire thouttiiid effidént méti: 
yet, when I quitted ISpain, thlree thousánd fi^ 
hundred or four tfaousand, w^ere Xbe titttióBt Vt 
for duty ; and Che Algerine legión^ whkh hád 
only then reoently joined the army cS operatíóh 
at Vittoría, although in all appearálkce nicMti^i^ 
▼iceaUe troops, and in an admirable stateóf dk* 
ci}dine, did not exoeed three tliousand fi^tiHg 
men. One Portuguese Imgade had, I undensttíed, 
then reached Burgos ; but in March, 18S6, <héy 
hadneverbeenbroughtinto active service. Erto 
^ith this additionof auxiliaries^ li^hieh woúld 
place áboüt thirty thousand men at the oonlU 
mander-in-diiers disposal, I diould say it^ite 
inferior to the Carlists, who firom the nature of 
their country, and from a Variety of other dr- 
cumstances, were poesessed of advMstages thtit 
certñnly equalízed, if they did not overbaIiú!K!e, 
the power possessed by the Christiños in f he 
actual majority of numbers. 

The levy of the Quinta» or MendizahaTs, álí it 
was termed, had already commenced with' éoiofte 
aíuccess; yet considerable time was netJéssary, 
previous to the said reeruits being sufflcieñCly 
oTganized and disciplined, to enablé thtíttirsévén 
tp do duty in thé garriiíon towns, éüíA 'tHiis 
place it in Cordova^s pow^ to draír some 'áfláí- 



An^áous. to «ee Genei^, £vfm8» X remsdned, at 

Mivaada only untü tfie $tb ; I iben niounted 

H^y bára^^aiii,.^d m cpmpaiiiy. with Colonel 

Wjrld^i and Cplonelj B^r^ido; the Port'uguese 

(lomiaifisícHieír, start;ed fpr Briviesca. On puf ar. 

jíral there, W9. averie disappointed in findipg that 

If^p jLogipi:^ were not ao far advanced, havíng 

.balitad . two . dftys at YiUacajo and Modína'idli 

^Q^ia^tp i:«^^h the meo, whp w^e not then ac- 

fH¥3tpm^ to long and harassing marches oyer a 

jaH>UiOtaÚK)i;^ Une of country, although the ]road 

by> wbich they were moving was good* We, 

tb^refi»e, forthwith exerted ourselves, witb'th'e 

rgiUijtary commaodant and oth^ authoríties. to 

fi^taÚA a sufficieut supply of rations aiid comfort- 

jjIJUe qu^rters iox tbe troops on their arrival, which 

^j^f^jduly pn»nised with aumerous assurances of 

>^ac^tude ^oid plenty ; yet, notwithstanding, as 

in most othér instances, our entreaties and fa^- 

;.ti^e£|^¿ained but few suppli^s when it jcaine 

,j(Qjhi9 psoii^t 

//ii,3Pbfí toi?i7i of Briviesca, which íieson tbe bigh 
^)t^d.^ai Miranda to Burgos, at aboiit séven 
««^^^I^^Lfi^W ^^b place» is beautifuUy sítuatéd 
>jf|}a j^^roMT.but fertile valley of oné o^ tV con- 
'^W' j}£ tb^ ^Eln'Q. 1 1 . aff(»?ds but incbnsíderabl^ 



bowever, opep,^ ^ip4 A^l^4^tly <suppUed iv^ 
grainj^ immense flocka pf sheep^ and othar ñeoesr 
sanes for provisioníng troops ; adc^ to. ^wiádi, 
there is an admirable cavalry bajTaqk at Burgos; 
where the auxiliary cavalry were subseqiiei^tíy 
quarteredi and in wbioh, had they been alkiwed 
to remain for any reasooaUe period, the borses 
(which had suifered greatly from the sea voyage, 
and the bad food supplied by the contraetort)) 
iinght bave very sboitly been placed in servíoeo 
able condition. Yet from the custoüiMffy ül* 
adviaed píaos of some of the Spanish «itlio» 
rítiesn they were soon removed. Thisvwas ooe 
of tbose most inconceivable and unw^rranted 
arrangements regarding the movements of the 
Legión, the meaning of which far surpassedüly 
sagacity to appreciate^ or my military )aiow«> 
ledgeto understand. Not finding the gi^ieml 
at Briviesca, we remained only twelve hours, 
aqd parting company the followiag moraiog 
witK CoUmel Bar^idp, we obtained a smaU e^oert 
.pf four hussars, and rodé across the country to 
pl^áa» where we balted again in hopes of .soon 
^f^eeting ou.r red-^coated compatriots,. ^^ t ^ u 
. |At thÍ3 place there is a magmíic^t conveo^ 
t^ which the .appei^ding property both iil kod 
,flfld ifiof^y js.?8aid to be inuneiise..i:l¥« wwe 
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eseorted by tíie fmW '-whé y^lfe f héh ité ihtaátés 

4;lMroiigb iti9 vast aná-«biUing coitidors, its üu- 

naoeroa» jtooms er t!eMs, and ftlso to the eathedfal 

4Mnd refectory<* I did not, howcfrer, discover any 

'«o£'lli4? fiae {)aiiitn>gB or ricb services on the 

altar, i^ich I had beeii kd to believe the gene- 

^ndity of Spaitíish oonvents, more f^artiéularly 

-of iMieh note as this, were supposed tóeontain. 

^robably, these treasures were hidden ñcm thf 

grñ&fÁv^ handfi of the soldiery, now frequently 

foand witíiin it$ waHs. The ancient hospitality 

so noled in oonvents had also taken wing, for we 

were not gre&ted by any offer of refreshment, 

'althoiigh from all accounts both larder and cellar 

'Were abundan tly well stocked ; particularly the 

«'latter, a bottle of whoee ccHitents we obtained 

byporchase. 

Tbis convent, as most others, is now mp- 

presfled, and the idle, immoraly and bigotted 

brotherhood it gave slothful shelter to, ai^ dis- 

j|)ersed wkh the ampie suro of six ríals, or about 

two shfflings each for their daily suppert. Many , 

undoobtedly, have joined Don Cariosas ármy, 

wlticlv i» /already tderably well supplied with 

.members of their sacred profession, who make 

li^ no means bad soldiers, as I can vooch for : 

th$ reixiainder have eitb^ gon#^ to their hou^es, 

^iH^coutínue as individuáis still to exetdse théir 

F 3 
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pious' ealKnj^ > 'Witfacmt in^ the léapt ¡degree 
iriahing t0>ttátMatétIieir ^s^premon^l^ael satíS' 
§éá tk»(tWbi4^kd»of the miasries and áúsastetariof 
imlmppy Spahl isiáy be traced to tJae seoiet ^rk* 
itig» $¡od glaríng fonatidstm chérisbed ín tiie jrdí- 
giom tenébi of its chuáx^ ; and noile ean tni¥«l 
tfafough the Peoinsula,. witbottt not only obseiV- 
ing thd dffects of suoh superstitÍQn and uasciip- 
:ttiral doetme, but imist at the satne tkne be 
ffolhfully oonvinced of the total absdM» asid 
fi«gleet^|ifiiioípk6, arising £noin pura «pd 
he^rtfldt de«rottoii. 

' tioók llhé advañtáge of a brilHanl slutoriisíe'fo 
' ¿líml) dleí Steep and myrtle-covéréd islópé ' óf 
iJie ^Id Sierra, that overhangs the vfflagé'bf 
Otíáá. lile lofty aild ponderoüs tóí^;rers ibf 
th'e'convent stood in solemn grandeiit'ííi the 
ifentré óf the riéh valley belot^^ ; fáf «ñd* Mriáe 
wete'to be áeen lófty and wood-chul «lotítatáiitó ; 
at th'éli* bases, coüld be distrártly tl^ed tlie 
itótóántícáiid adttiirably cut road léadhigto Vü- 
iácájb' afad éóncfllo; at the srdé of irtik* ihe 
' liaMw TÍüt gparkling Ehro péácrfUtly )^d*A 
>Iíów sad! ho\r hítter weíe the thcíu¿ht8 thft 
ovéi^wéted tny heart ón that m^oi^ble'ittcitti- 
ín^t lííy ' tióriie, — my friendo ití ' Ehgltírid, 
jfeo¿ wKóití a f¿w hmit^ ago I fiád «íitetí^fed 
l¿tér^,ii^l fell ündér thé' t^á iiíspfeéttów *trf 



mjc dioi^ts^ lU Iisatmloi» l^kii^.}<||<;thi«iwU|fi 

and iB^gfaifiociil flofiie, endeiiYqiieÍPgT ^i.iliMe 

^the mriad ooeunenonof intereat laid JiomOr jlhut 

ñ&rwjAiafvt lÉODthS' bad 40 jvpidly fdoted ^V^^ 

and phjing^ tfae&t» of tfaoee wh» wei!« iioíw «iirly 

'eotted by ibe fiound pf Ike niatín beU tu ooe pf 

theór'iast.'gfttlieniigs tegether befbre thtir GM, 

«iraBliínií^vedL ofter ttw Üiem ditpemedaiid ^^ 

xierers! To retum, however, to my subject;*^ 

id» enthuaiasni of liie heait, wfakb tost üüámf 

spacethad been aUoved to wander undieek^d» 

was again re-called to the cold and heartlisÉabrat* 

J*^^í rPeality? 4md the crarings of .i^y^rapp^ite, 

)]9rg^ byi the bracipg air of thíe moimtaiiiA 9f^d 

^j^rlj.riisiDg^.dbliged me to 9eek my /Coin|panicNK^, 

{;»rho , b;^ aiceady .commenced operatioBS on ,a sub- 

jUnJ^isH hf^eaidoBt The unexpected v delicac^ ^gf 

.j|irl^r]i^gged partrídge W9» by jio, means jtp be 

^Xfí^t^ct^ jby. «a huogry scddier; but j^oip even 

^^s;l;t;iii'|ied.with beart-felt gratificatiQD, onhear- 

ifkg .^m.^é^tetmg of horres ín the smajl viljaj^e 

<^lla^^f\^to, wfaich the iríndows of. CAír quarters 

^[jhevlMcade^i hoiise kokeii., Tjbe arriyal 

i|^v/^{.íiP,Jk)e a porty ,of laacers^irith ,a ^oi^g 

f^pl^Ti^ui^hQ ^hsd boGa seot fcrward $p take ub 

j^l^$|Ft^f{f for the AuxUiariesi the, advaipiped guard 

if^tr^9f^^^my9erQ tfaeo within two leagu^ of u^4 
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that the general wás at no great distance; the 
more so, as üur positkm in the immedtate ndgh<^ 
boarhood of a laa^ conven t, the imnates üf 
which being supposed to a man to be Carlista, 
-had not be^i one of eáse throüghout the night, 
with an eacort of ónly four hussars badly 
mounted. We therefore started withoüt loss óf 
time, and hastehed forward to meet our countiy^ 
meii. 

In about an hour, I wa8 once moFe greetéd 

« 

with ever-to-be-remembered kindness by my com^ 
panions of the staiF, from whom I had been same 
tme absent, and who were naturaUy all anxiety 
to learn every anecdote relative to the move- 
ments of the enemy, with accurate ticcounts <rf 
the aílairs at which I had been present witH 
the Spanish army. Thus we accompanied tfa% 
troops on our retum to Onaa, where we once 
more passed the night, but gnder circumstances 
of protection and feelings of security so diflferent 
to the preceding one, added to the pleasure of 
nieeting my fríends, that, to me, it was one of the 
most agreeable during my absence from my 
jiative> country. Many of the soldiers, particu- 
larly the cavalry, were quartered in the vast and 
lofty corridors of the convent, abundance of 
straw being strewn across the pavement, ma- 
king them a comfortable bed. Here w&s a changé, 
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what m the mormog had been iBolemn wd .iri'^ 
s^png».. !!(?«&. npw i^e^-echoiiig H^ith the sound of 
yfBvhk^ prep;^at¡qn wd movement ; .Uyouac 
firest .blaz^d in the vast courU of tbe nobfó 
structure ; aod tbe portly fríarst becoming more 
geiierou& from tbe presence of so many unsanc- 
tified guestSy suppUed our gallant chiefs table 
with an abundant supper, to which we did am- 
pie justice, bis courteous and frank presence 
adding to tbe good feeling and merriin^nt of the 
board, . 

Early the subsequent moming we bid farewell 
to tbe.padres, marching over a flat and uninter 
resting country to Briviésca, where, on our ar- 
lival tb^ aame aftemoon, w^ were^urp^¡se4. at 
the.pr^5eacepf tbe commander^in-cbief, Cordpv^, 
^b^s apcompanied by bis staíT only, had reacbed 
jtbaí place tbe day previou^, . . 
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lio MSETINO OF GEXEBALS 



CHAPTER X. 



Wben generáis meet, astrologers may mark it, 
An ominous conjunction, full of boding, 
Like that of Man with Saturo. 



An account of the feastiags and compliments 
ftt tliis, the first meeting of tbese distfaigui^ed 
commttMlerB, has several tioaes amueed the |mb- 
lic, in a varíety of interesting sbapes ; I shaH 
therefore be bríef, for it was an occasion whidí 
offered an opening for so much good feeling» a»d 
ended in such heartless diplomacy, w<M*IdIy- 
mindedness^ and intrigue, that I can xiever 
caUnly retum to the períod, without deeply 
regretting that openness and manliness of con- 
duct, should havebeen returned by jealousy and 
want of faith. First carne a dinner, giveil by 
Cordova at the posada, or inn, to which three of 
the personal staíT (amongst whom I was ene i¡i 
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the fevoured), were invited to accompany our 
general ; this courtesy was naturally expected, 
and received with every good feeling on the part 
of the féted ; and at this meeting, a disposition 
was shewn to establish a sentiment of good will 
and enthusiasm in the common cause, for which 
both parties had joined to shed their blood> tliat 
might and ought to have led to such resulte as 
would have altered the face of the war; it failed, 
as all things must and will fail, where honour and 
high principie, devoid of all guile, do not direct 
the helm. 

General Evans, who wanted a Spanish horse, 
as they are so well adapted to the mountain- 
nxids, or goat-rtracks, was induced to acoept 
one ot the hands of Córdoba, for which he 
rfetomed one cf the best of his English stud, 
iálly capavisoned, and of afaout four times the 
fipaBiflk nag^ valué : ^^ Honi soit qui mal j 
pcnae.^ I do »dt wish, in making this alhimon^ 
ta^íailer a ifiíánt of gen^ous feeling on audí 
ml^tctSvOD thd part of the Spanish chief» but 
mstAy to tshew Jiow anxious his ally was^ bj 
every kind act» to cultívate the best und^v 
atanding. 

:Tlie suddea and unexpeeted iñrteiliigenos of 
the Oiarüst general, Guergoez, haviiig madt a 
diveraoBi into Arfaj^ca^ wítb a forcé of £99» 
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thdusand meki, -préveíited ái^ tmHhet* drsjrfii^ 
of cívilitiés on^kha* 6idér^^ the fdlbwíiig 
moming, Gonlova, having léxpreaaedf hisHitpjj^o- 
bation of one sqtiadron óí ^Áglkh Xáfiieers, 
who were paráded for his inspecdcnl, proc^éedéá 
with much haste on bis route tó Harú^ ixLoráek 
to join the príncipai body of bísarmy, wbó 
were advancing towards Navarre. A courier 
having ab^dj been despatched to order Briga- 
dier Vigo, with two battalions o( Royal Guards 
and four regiments of the line, instantly to follow 
Guerguez's movements, and urgently to emfeá*- 
vour to intercept and prevent bis juncti<m with 
the Carlists of Cataionia, which appeared to be 
the object of bis enterprize. Although fully 
aware bow much advantage I migbt gain by 
fidlowing the movements of the Spanisb army of 
operation, I nevertheless felt much r^ret at 
once more bidding adieu to my kind frieñds and 
cdmpanions, the more so, as I had reaéon for 
emicluding, that, from the variety -of tiseless 
skirmisfaes and affairs in which I was about to 
be present, a shot might prevent my faaving 
the satisfaction of again bearing a párt in Úiét 
(q)erations» 

' We this day accomplished a distance of 'tea 
liMgnes to^Haro, a smfdl but tolerable towit» 
M^Us^d within musket-^bot of the bniks iof tUe 



^brcHt ^d : ^^QOiie^ . >y . tbe Cbrifitinq»* Our 
^^/iiv^^rapid apd fatiguing^ tbat part ofi Castille 
tl^rpi\gb:;wl^atx we.passed being bleak aadopen, 
tttoij^rwreU cfiltjvated. Owipg to jny Spanúh 
gipoi^''3r4n:dety JU> procure good accommodation 
ii^Ji^my hoKs^eei^ I fovmd mysdf lodged in a gar* 
ret.witb :& good stable on tbe ground^flcx^r ; this 
vas : no pleasant situatioo^ being without tbe 
bai^iqadesy . and . loDg before day^light I was 
nparly devoored by venuin, a trífling disasíer 
iirhen travelling in Spain, and to wbich I £uuDd 
it JK^ces^ary to accustom myself with all possible 
gpod bumour, beating in mind the adage, ^^ The 
l^s said tbe soonest mended.'" 
., ,Iii the course of the moming Cordova reoeived 
.^pme. unpkasant news relative to the finandal 
d^partinent of the ármy, always in the utmotit 
fíate of,poverty; but Colonel Wylde, everready 
|tp. a$si^t in cases of emergency, offered bis seiv 
y^ce^ to the commander-in-chief, and forthwith 
l^j^ 115 for Madrid, in order to confer witb 
thao^inisters gn the everlastingly deranged state 
Qjf,:pecuniary afiair& Once more I was the only 
^i;)glÍ3h officer present with the army, and took 
advantage of a few hours^ halt to wander abput 
Haro, as we. díd not leave it until thi*ee i tí the 
al'ti^rnoQn) wb<^ w<£ proceeded two llagues, tp San 
4^^QiCÍQO». where wje agaia repp^^fi^ the oígHt» 
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On the rigfat baiik of the Ebro^from Mintnda 
to Lodosa, the txiwns and viUag^ are all oceur 
pfed and garrisoned by the Chriat«0% múm 
with regular trpops or the natíonal guarda «ni 
from my own obéervation and numeroua ioquime^ 
I may add that no part of the country eráioe^ 
more libend sentíments» or whei;p the people sote 
•o devoted to the cause of coDstitutkmal freedonr, 
and I take this oceasíon to remark that an anciíait 
feud extsts towards theh* neighboun on the 0{H 
posite bankft c^ NaTarre, totally distinct from 
any thing relating to the present war, and whkk 
is at this moment condensed into a feellag of 
utter hatred. 

In many parts of this country, the rieh and 
well trimmed vineyards extepd to the Tery bcuv 
ders of the riv^ on each side» The high road 
passing through the valley of the Biooca, whiok 
is entirely given up to the growth of that tkk 
fruit which supplies the greater part of the 
North of Spain with wine. It is a fact well woiv 
thy of retnark, that so bitter is the féeling that 
here exists, that during the season of the vintage 
each party is under the necessity of agreeing to 
acessation of hostilities until the fruit is gaJÚiered, 
in order to prevent those who are quietly e^* 
pkiyedin oulUng the rípenedbuncbes from being 
«hot from the of^Kisite bank. . >.<> 
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From' San Asoetiéion, whkh i» a < cüstance of 
about 8ÍX"Í€agii6S fiKaii Logroño, we paised 
througb Briones, Fuenmayorv and Ceneoiro, aU 
of iirhiob smaU towns are temporarily fortifíed 
and garrísoBed príncípally by Urbanos a( the 
prorinee^ «aeh of tbese towns bexng within a 
short distance of the Ebro, and opposite to 
Navarra. The latter, vix. Ceneciro, deserves a 
place in the annals of military history, from the 
heroíc defence inade by its garrison of fifty of 
the national guard, when attacked by the brave 
Zumalaoarreguy in the month of Ootober 1834* 
Of this I must here be permitted to give an ac- 
count, deeply interested and enthusiastic aa» I am 
in every lemarkable incident rdative to the un- 
happy war and its localities. General Cordova 
was kind enough tobalt fiói^e time, that I might 
beenabled to run over this interesting village, afi 
also to examine the church, in which the prín* 
dpal defence was made. 

As I have already mentioned, it was situated 
tiear 1^ bankg of the Ebro, on a small enrinenóe 
tbat overlooks that river. In the m(Hith of Oo- 
tober 1884, Zumalacarreguy, commanding in 
~per)90n about three thousand men, crosded the 
£bro5 which in the summer and autumn montbs 
is there fordable {as it is indeed in many places 
between thence and Logronó),in order to surprise 
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aiid ráoÑ^ boih Fnemnayór aád Céneciro, "Tlie 
fortner pliúe he sucoeeded in taking, as also a 
convoy on the roád to Logroño, about'tó join 
CordovH''s dÍTÍsion, then in Navarre ; his áitémpts 
were, however, emirdy ñiistrated at the látter 
place, by the hercñc valour of its inhabítants, prin^ 
cipally Urbanos, who finding the utter impossi- 
bility c^ making any stand against the íax 
8uperi(Mr forcé of the enemy, retired into thé 
txxly of the church, taking their wives and 
i^hildren, all their ammunition, somé proviaóns^ 
.and about íifty-six muskets, and, having barrea 
its massive dóors,' they prepared to meet deaih 
rather than isurrender to their cruel oppressor^ 
from whom they could hope for no mercy. In 
thift awñil and deserted sitüation, they suc- 
ceeded in defending themselves for one whoie 
^^y» l>y firíng through the windows and such 
Joop-holes as time and circumstances enabled 
them to make. On the moming of the sebond,' 
the Carlists obtained an entrance into the lower 
part of the church, the survivors, for ínañy had 
^keady been killed, then mounted to the tówer 
or belfry, and by cutting away part bf the stcme 
tttaircase by which it was ascended, they éfteo- ' 
tually prevented any approach, as the instant any 
attempt was made to place a ladder, a shot fróm 
ábove was death to the individual who was botí 
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enoiígh to attempt it. , Thua did tbese brave 
Castílians, worthy of.tbeir ancieiU renown^^ 
Qiaintain tH^ir top^ perUous jsituation for xaore 
than thirtyhours» uiitil tlie approach of Cor- 
dóva's división obliged Zumalacarreguy and bis 
followers to quit their prey^ and speedily recroas 
the Ebrp, npt, however, until they bad endea-* 
voured to secúre their unfortunate victims, by 
setting fire to the edifice; thus (^ituated they 
were found out and líeleased from their uii- 
happy position more dead than alive. The 
Goyemment I ani told, and I sincerely hope 
tí^t sucb may be the case^ have very pri^rly 
bestowed pensions on the wives aild fainiliea 
of those who fell, and some well earned márk 
of royal favour on the suryivors. May Spa^. 
nish faith, iq this instance at least, prove sin- 
cere! 

- . To the coinmanding officer of engineers^ who 
ácpompanied me in a visit to this churchi whieh 
remains in the identical stajte of ruin a» left by 
the Carlists, I am indebted for the above account^ 
Seve;iral of the gallant defenders of the belfry, 
who were relea^ed on that memorable da\\ are 
stiil ^oing duty as national guards at Ceneciro; 
^d by them I was informed that the bodies of 
more than four hundred of their assailants were 
fu^und dead amongst the ruin^ andÍA the tmnie*- * 
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tUáte vicmity of the chnréh, and tliey tUemdetvés 
had lofet néarfy half their number. 

From henee to Logroño^ about thVeeleagtieB, 
we pasded through the small town of Fuenina;^, 
totally without interest. Logroño, on the con- 
trary, is one of the best and cleanest I had seen 
in that part of Spain ; and although oiily tem- 
poraríly fortified, capabk, fitmi its natural pósi- 
tion, of making a ¿ood defence. It h situated 
dose to the Ebro, which is there crossed hy a 
handsome bridge, on which a fortified barricáde 
or work is also placed; this bridge being anoliject 
of much care, as it unites the province of Oíd 
Castile with the kingdom of Navarre, and leads 
to Viana, another small town generally gurri- 
soned by one Christino battalion, a forcé by far 
too small, as a proof of which, it was surpriééd 
by Zumalacarreguy in 1835, and its garríson 
either destroyed or dispersed. Logrmo pos- 
sesses a handsome cathedral, with k>ng áhd 
rather well-built streets, a small theatre, and a 
capacious and well-supplied market, and also 
several ancient hotels or mansions, one ofthe 
most considerable belonging to Espartero, now 
Count Luchanau 

From LfOgrono to Lodosa the country is c^n, 
with extensivo valleys of vine^yards and oorn- 
íields; in winter, the bleakness and cold are in- 
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tense. The iM&c. ia alr^ady fiupaed m the military 
history of the wat <^ indepencieiioe, £roin tlie 
I>id((e.o£ WdlingCoQ havij^g gbriaudy defeated 
Maia^dL SduJU» <m Eastí^ Monday l^S. It is 
siaoxm tíie baakfr of the^ Ebroj although on the 
Navan^ese side ; but the brídge, whieh conoects 
it ^th Oíd Ca3tí}e, has been recen tly fortified 
wiih mvich judgooent, as íar as its positíon, 
which is commanded by the heigfats in rear of 
the town, will allow of : this point is ihe 
extrenae right of the line of the Ebro estab- 
Ushed by Cordova. 

Oh crossing the bridge, we once mcur^ entered 
idiatÍB cQDsidered the Caflist cpuntry, aad I 
was gratified, for the first time, by placing my 
&x>t on Navarreae ground, aad having a ^ht of 
tile vaUey of the Ribera, through which the rivers 
Ega and Arga wind, and which had so often 
beeni t}^ scene of feats of arms. The bridges on 
•this line ha?ye beea entirely destroyed, with the 
exceptíon of that of Laraga, at which place a 
.smaUjredoubt has been constructed on an emi- 
laence .whenqe it is approached. Duriiig the 
' summer» the Arga is fordable in many places ; 
but during the winter this operation has en- 
tisely prevented the Carlists of the Provinces 
from making any movement into Arragon be- 
tween Fampeluna and Lodosa> at least without 
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running cónsideraUe rídk of a severe Ic>ss, by 
which rneans théy are hemtned into a smálleí* ex- 
tent of counü'y. We pas^ during thé nióming, 
through Lerití and Larraga, both garrísoned by 
Chrístinos, and weII-f(H*t{fied. The former from 
its very commanding position, being situated cnt 
the suramit of a higb and rocky eminence, I 
should consider altnost impregnable, if a véry 
small forcé were placed there to defend it, as hr 
now the case. The want of water is, however, 
a great drawback to the garrison and its inhabi- 
tants, who are under the necessity of sending niules, 
laden with barréis, to procure that most indis- 
pensable necessary from the river, which rúns át 
the foot of the rock on which stands the town, a 
mili having been placed there in a state of 
defence to enable them to supply themselves 
without feal* of being molested. 

The streets of this town are narrow, and from 
the want of drains or water, disgustingly dirty ; 
when crammed with troops, which is frequently 
the case, it becomes a regular halting'^place on 
this line, then little whatever can be procured^ all 
communication with the peasantry being en- 
tirely prevented by the Carlist partidas^ except 
when a división of the Christinos are on the 
move in that direction. Larraga and Mendi- 
gorria, rather isolated positions, both on tlie 
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saqoe Une, being seubject tp the wne unpleasant 
fute. To the latter püace I miut cali your at- 
tentíon, as being noted for the action of the 16th 
of Jiine ISS&y when the Chrístioos, commanded 
bj Cordoya, gained their most successful day 
(doce the commencement of the war, for which 
he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant- 
general, having previously only conunanded a 
división. 

Accompanied by Colonel Ferdinand Cordova, 
the chiers brother, I rodé over the ground that 
five months previous had been the scene of fratri- 
ddal and revolting camage, and to his courtesy, 
(for he had been present duríng the action,) I am 
indebted for an accurate illustration of the relar 
tive positions of the two annies, together with 
the numerous facts appertaining to the action.; 
and, in consequence of this information, it has 
ever since been a matter of astonishment to me, 
that so able and talented a general as Eguia, 
who commanded the Carlist army on that occa- 
sion, should have made so palpable a mistake, as 
he undoubtedly did, in choosing such ground to 
give battle to his enemies. Nothing, I conclude, 
but the most sanguine expectations of gaining a 
decided victory could have led him to commit 
a fault so nearly fatal to his royal master; 
although, with the bright star of good fortune 
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shining on them, it was far from being taken ad- 
vantage of by the Christinos; it might otherwise 
have enabled them to strike a blow that, proba- 
bly, would for a season have paralysed their 
adversaries, added to which, Don Carlos ought 
to have fallen into their hands. 

The situation of Mendigorria in itself is one 
of strength ; and the rising grounds in its front, 
which overlook a broad and extensive valley, 
cultivated with vineyards, was the position 
taken up by the Carlists, on the approach of the 
enemy ; but Eguia, in thus taking up a formid- 
able ground to front his enemy, and never 
doubting of success, failed in the very necessary 
jn*ecaution of considering what were his means 
of retreat ; had he done so, he must have recol- 
lected, that the river Ega, which runs iramedí- 
ately in the rear of Mendigorria, and joins the 
Arga, was only passable by one small bridge : 
his right and front were occupied by the Chris- 
tino army ; and on his left, within a short 
league, lay the town of Puenta la Reyna, also a 
Christino garrison. Thus his only chance of 
escape, in case of failure, was by crossing the 
Ega ; and by this bridge he made his retreat, at 
the termination of this eventfiíl day — ^how, those 
who were present during the affair will be best 
able to solve. 
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The night previous, Cordova had taken up 
his quarters at Artajona; Espartero^s división 
remaining the same night at Laraga, ready for a 
combined attack on their enemy, which, it was 
determined, should commence as early as possible 
the foUowing morning. Each column had or- 
ders to commence their march at day-break ; 
Espartero moving by the right bank of the 
river, to attack their right ; whereas Cordova 
advanced towards their centre, detaching a bri- 
gade, with two squadrons of cavalry, to his 
right, to prevent the enemy from making a 
movement towards Puenta la Reyna, 

After considerable guerilla fighting, Espar- 
tero formed a line to charge the enemy, and 
succeeded in driving them from their positions, 
on the right front of the Mendigorria; and 
Cordova wisely taking advantage of the momen- 
tary confusión, ordered a simultaneous move- 
ment on their centre, and with so much success, 
that a panic ensuing, an instantaneous and hur- 
ried retreat towards the bridge, placed him in 
possession of the .enemy'*s position. Had he 
taken advantage of tliis favourable mcmient, and 
ordered the cavalry to charge the Carlists, who 
were already crossing the bridge, the slaughter 
would have been immense, and thousands of 
prisoners would have fallen into his hands. I 
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lwr€^jRÍBce bQen.rWfor^e!d..th^ Cwdota sejftt 
an aj4^^d»s;wap. witii p^de^s ,to ^a% sS^.ijif 
lap^ a^ jth^y weue ; ddi vered, H - «r^í of | ^ ^j^ 
ioz they iwjepe jaenreí; . ob^^^, / An4'vy«() iSM'ii^gis 
to say» tbe odSc^r .wbo /eomK){in(iW(i)^tb^ f^^a}^ 
on tluit day w«3 sbortly aft^ {promptfd.; s ^ ;i 

Suríng tbe greaterpart of.this a9tiany.D(]|i 
Carlos had quietly awaitedthere^uUiat Aü^DJií* 
gorria» and wfats aotually seated at 4ÍQner i^hcii 
an aidehde-camp ga^oped into th^ tolirutp infiívm 
faim that all was loet, at the same tím^ ^ptfeatkig 
be would place hínoBelf out of dangeit-by* caroéling 
the river. Notwitbstandiog, he rei»aáQ0á qyiedjr 
at table, lu^d it wasnot until he.b^d jrq^eii^ 
several messages of the same natui'e^ w^tii l^fAr 
doya^s advancing troops we^e pa iheb'p0ÍiUír<9f 
eatermg tbe 3treets, that he was íi^diUNQ^ito 
mount bis .horse, and surrounded tby:]|M9t6^iffjitP 
gaio the birídge, but not imtil it ^^i^lr^^dy 
crowded by bis retreating army* vAt: IftngA, 
howey^> be succeeded in gaini|ig,lhe.Qjqx|^te 
bank> but so narrow was bis esoapc^jlbat aevorál 
voen were killed by his side. I ,baye^bQea>i)oId 
tbat tbis was tbe last time Don Carloflnfollowed 
bisarmy to the field of action, AAil/wasisaot 
pres^t during tbÍ3 eogagement,; Jt witt/faj jk> 
, meansa x^ouch for the p^ect« movar^tr^ rtofL.Bijr 
ac<?owRt,v^bicb^ I giye alooe fitQsa.tbe Itrfwiña- 
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úoiñ ot iómé df'thoislÉr preéf^t on bóth'side»; 
^eitbet* 'wiQ t rduch ' for the niimber Blain, but 
I^Gúxi tcM^at leiEuK a'thdusand Carlists vírete put 
ñoré de cúti^bétt'hy Úá^ sffaiir, besides the loss of 
severa} ptísónéi^ ^t was ít a total failure on 
the part ^sf^the Chrístino generáis, who neithér 
foltow^theirflyn^^iemy, ncar took advatitage 
df théir sueoess, shewing a want of energy and 
qiirit, ifirhich has continued too palpablj to 
eviiice itself on all occasions, from the com- 
igaencem^it of this horrid war. 
. . vDon Carlos undoubtedly felt aasured of gain- 
ióg at gloríons victory, otberwise hisjudgment 
and 'tiíijfttofhis generáis, who must faave been in- 
fermed as to the vicinity of the Christino forces, 
would never have induced than to haré placed 
the amiy m so perílous a situation. On the 
otberiüEDid^ had he gained the day, he doubtless 
iinould have crossed the Ebro, entered Castile, 
tfnd in all probability would have met with little 
üpposition to his march on Madrid ; fortunately 
for the Ohrístinoft he failed, and from this re- 
verse aróse the Mendizabal ministry , and the 
abundant promises and intrigues, ivhich my 
oountrymen know the true valué of. Cordova 
as alreadj stated, was promoted to the rank ot 
üeutenant-general, and received thegrand cross 
of St. Ferdinand, the highest military íMnáerin 
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Spain. Several other superior officers were 
also promoted, the juniors ii?ho received thé 
hard blows and wounds, being obliged to con* 
tent themselves with a piece of red ribbon in 
" colour only "^ similar to the decoration of the 
Legión of Honour, which the inconceivable osten- 
tation and pride of Cordova, induced him, by 
permission of the government, to distribute to 
every man and officer of the army that were 
present ; so much so, that on my arrival at the 
head-quarters of the Spanish chief, I made end*^ 
less inquiries as to the feats of valour performed 
by every dnimmer and private in the army, and 
invariably received the answer, '* Oh ! he is a 
Mendigorria man.'' 

In this statement, I should be most unwilling 
to hurt the pride or feelings of those with whom 
I have been present, and have seen gallantly 
fighting in more than one battle-field; and 
perhaps such a reward was necessary, at the 
moment, to inspire enthusiasm amongst the 
Christino army, which was then in a state of 
great demoralization, and to infuse a spirit of 
moral excitement so pleasing to fordgn troops: 
neither am I an advócate that the honorable de- 
corations which a soldier has won by his gal- 
lantry in the field, should be hidden from the 
eyes of the world ; yet, when I thought of my 
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owD brave countrymen, to whom, during the late 
war, the loss of a thousand was occasionally the 
afiair of adyanced guards or picquets, when I 
thought of their undeviating affection for their 
sovereign, and unconquerable feats of arms 
at oíd England^s command; when I called to 
mind their devotíon and their suíferíngs, to 
see a ríbbon at so many breasts, I must say 
infinitely lowered its valué in my ideas; for 
where is the British heart that beats under so 
great a mark of distinction from his revered 
sovereign, who has not well and gallantly eamed 
it by some personal feat of uncommon courage, 
or a life of undeviating service for his country, 
in the strict attention to professional duties. 



tfí8 . . STATE; QF TKE WA». 



■> 



' ■ { 



CHAPTEE XI. 



Death dittant» no, alas ! he's ever with us, 
And shakes the dart at us in all our actings : * 
He luriis whhin onr cup, while we'ie íd beaitk; 
Sita hy our sick-bed^-mocks our medicines; . . 
We cannot walk, or sit, or ríde, or trayel, 
But death is by, to seize us when he listsw ' 



I HAVE been induced to give an aocount oí 
the action of Mendigorria, because i <onc^ye 
firom that period, the aíFairs of botb anmes took 
a difierent tum ; and the arrival of the auici- 
liary troops in Spain verj shortly sucoeedií^ to 
the above event, placed the war on a differeBt 
footing, The Chrístino army, which was pie- 
yiously totally demoralized, and in a bad stafie 
of discipline, certainly improved both in.charao- 
ter and strengtb, whereas, that pf Don Cut- 
ios for a season somewhat decreased ; and npt- 
withstanding bis not being actually in want of 



THE ACTIOK OF 11 BNDIGOREIA. 1S9 

money or other resources, his supplies were not 
so liberal as they had been, from the moral eíTect 
of his recait defeat. It should, bowever, be borne 
in mind, th^t the wants of a Christino soldier, 
and those of a Carlista are of a totally different 
nature. 

The Carlists neither require the regular pay, 
Dor the regular ratioQ of the Christmo ; whereas, 
the latter is always in want of the pay, mur- 
muríng at the bad faith of those he serves, 
and can do nothing without the ration. A 
Christino entera a town of the provmces of 
Navarre, every hand and every heart are shut 
against him; not so the Carlista, with them 
such is far from being the case. If the indivi- 
' dual requiring assistance of any kind is not the 
fríend or relátion of the house in which he is 
billeted, he is nev^thelessembarked in the same 
cause, and consequently they are ever willing 
ttí' receive him as one of the defenders of tbeir 
hbmés añd rights (for as I have already m'en- 
Üoned,- 1 do not think the death or remova] of 
Don Carlos would terminate this unhappy war, 
dtehough it would efiectuaUy alter the yirulence 
oiity, and all they have is eagerly placed at theír 
disposat. The CarUsts require fe# advanced 
guards and few videttés, and no outposts un- 
less they are immediately before an enemy or 
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aware of its near approach. Let them tak^ their 
rest, hundreds, nay thousands of men, women, 
and children are ready to give timdy notice 
of the movements of the Christinos; should 
they require intelligence, they have their 
friends and spies each day in the very centre of 
the Chrístino army, and not only are the persons 
of the enemy^s superior oíBcers described accu- 
rately to them, but the colour of the horses they 
ríde, their dress, and the intended movements of 
their troops. It is a well-known and undisputed 
fact, that should the Carlists wish to make a 
rapid movement, one night is suíBcient for them 
to perform a distance, which the Christinos, how- 
ever well they may march, would take more than 
three days to acoomplish. It is sufficient for 
their general to command or even express a wish 
that a forcé named should be at any required 
position, however long the distance, however 
bad the roads, to them such obstacles are trifles, 
and in an incredibly short space of time their 
object is performed. How diíferent is the case 
with the Christino troops ! Do they attempt to 
proceed by the mountain passes or by narrow 
cross-country roads ? Their artillery becomes 
almost if not entirely useless ; in the meantime a 
goat track suits the Carlists. 

The number of mules necessary to carry wine, 
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biscuit, ammunítion, and other supplies for the 
Chrístino anny, on their march into an enemy's 
country, necessaríly and greatly impede their 
progress; and in case of an action or defeat 
which obUges them to retire, such encumbrances 
become the plunder of their enemy. The high 
road, or *^ caminho real,^ is therefore, generally 
speaking, their only resource except in cases 
ofemergency, leaving the invaluable advantages 
of short cuts in such a country and during such 
a warfare, to the Carlists ; added to which, it is 
almost invariably necessary for the Christinos to 
take advantage of thelarger towns, which are 
principally in their possession, for their nightly 
quarters : in the first place, that they may be 
enabled to obtaín sufficient rations ; and secondly. 
from the certainty of better security, as the Car- 
lists rarely,under any drcumstances, attack a 
town when occupied by any forcé, excepting as 
a regular siege. 

To retum to the movements of the army. 
Having reached Mendigorria, I began to look 
forward to the pleasure of visiting Pampeluna 
towards which place we were then marching. 
At this period, however, Puenta la Reyna was 
the extent of our movement on the right of the 
line of operations. We arrived there on the 14th 
of November, and took up our quarters for the 
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Dight. Thifi «man toim, a» thé whole of thobe 
OQ the Une of the.Ebro and the valkj of Rir 
bera^ i$ garrifiODed by Chrístinos ;<-^4-the «nter 
wallfl of the town being looped for musketvy 
with strong barriciades at the entranoes ;**-sa r&* 
doubt of some strength, on a verj oommaiuüii^ 
position above the town, offeríng another object 
of defence. The streets are long and wide, and 
the houaes better than the generality oí thoae 
k» Navarre. The oountry which surrounds it 
being celebrated for its víntage, firoBawhich m 
excellént wme is made^^-^similar to a good Bor- 
deaux; indeed, this was the only [dace during 
the time I had been in the cóuntry that I ever 
drank any that was tolenibly palatable. 

During the aftemoon, I was informed by 
Cordova that it was not his intention to marcb 
further in the direction of Pampeluna on that 
occasion, but to cross the river and move on 
Estella by the high road ; at the same time U3r 
ling me, that on the foUowing day I diould be 
gratifíed ¥dth a sight of ooe of the mountiaa 
Qourt» of Don Carlos. Seven o^dook on the 
BQorning of Sunday the 15th of November (and 
it is a curious and melandioly fact, that sucb ñ 
d|by should be so frequently noted in miUtái^ 
sinoals ,^as a day of bloodshed instead of peacet]^ 
3a.w;the army under anns, and ready tomardl; 
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tbe commander-íñ-*cfaief having defádlifed a M- 
gade under the orders of Brigadier Ora» fram 
Lerín, bj the villages of AlUo and DeoastQIio, to 
form a junction with bis own forees at the vi]Iage 
of Ulibarrí, aboat a leagne írom Estalla. His 
ofagect in thifl movement was so far well fonned, 
that he had in riew the forcing a pasoage to 
the Amescuas mountains, and destrojring tbe 
enemy^s magazines, wbích were supposed to be 
formed there, and at the same time, to cali off 
the attentioñ of the Carlists, who had mardied 
witb considerable foroe towards Bilbao, with tbe 
iafention, as he had reason to beliere, of agaifi 
molestiAg it. 

On our having prbceeded'about a league íroih 
Puenta la Rejrna, we found the road deeply en- 
trenched and broken up, to impede the progre^ 
of the cavalry. This appeared to have beén 
very recently put in execution ; and I con^ 
qiiently had reason for conceiving an enemy wá4 
nót far distant. Cordova, notwithstanding, felt 
assUred firom the intelligenoe he had receivéd, 
that not more than one or two battafíons, ai the 
most, of the enemy had been left in possession' of 
Estella. ■ We were sitting on our horses, laitgb- 
ing ttiíid joking at the extraordinary and eccentric 
gestar^ and exertions made by an engkiéer 
oi6(»r, who was animatihg the men ^mfixjféd'i^ 
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fflHng np die deep draíns wliidí had been cut 
ano» die nmi, when our ours ucre saluted with 
thesoundof aevcnldwtií^wliidí proceededfiom 
our adranoe goards and flanken, wbo had 
mardied br die moontam hdgfats od cmr right 
to oorer the moTement. This coofinned me in 
mj prerious cfánian, tfiat we sliould not enter 
Estella whhoat a good day^s work. 

The UMosw fdl thkkly , and die weather was 
intensdj odd, which did not add to our pleasure 
in die expectatíco of twdve hours* hard fight- 
ing ; my antícipatioiis were very sooa realized, 
as in a short time we found die Carlist gue^ 
rillas, who, having taken up strong positíons 
Crossing our line cf mardi, were awaitíng our 
approach widí a detenninatíon and courage 
woithy of a fiu" better cause than tbat of 
shedding the blood of their own countrymen 
They appeared fully resolved to dispute every 
inch of ground to the very utmost, in order to 
prevent our entiy into Estella ; and so closely 
did they wait our coming, that having obserored 
a line of tirailleurs, who had extended them- 
selves on an eminence in our front, I rodé for- 
ward, in order that by joining them, I might 
more clearly distinguish the enemy, who had 
formed their principal forcé on the slope of an 
opposite mountain, which was thickly wooded. 
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My curíosdty nearly proved my death ; for had 
I advanced fifty yards more without discovering 
them by the peculiar style of caps to be Car- 
lista, and had not several oíScers of Cordova^s 
staff shouted out to me to retum, I should 
doubtlessly have fallen into their hands ; as it 
was, nothing but the hand of Providence saved 
me. On discovering my dangerous position, I 
instantly tumed my horse^s head, and rodé across 
the country at a pace that the Andalusian nag 
on which I was mounted had been hitherto unac- 
customed ; my ears all the time being saluted 
by the whistling of the enemy's bulléis, who, 
luckily for me, were either too much hurried, or 
not the best of marksmen ; otherwise, I should 
never have told the tale ; as ít was, I became 
infínitely less curious, and more wary in my per- 
sonal reconnoissances. 

The Carlists, as I have already observed, had 
crossed our Une of march with their guerillas, 
and, being much protected by the thick wood 
with which the mountain sides in that part of 
Spain are covered, vigorously sustained the at- 
tack for some time, not giving way until their 
tirailleurs were more than once relieved by fresh 
troops. Át this period, the two armies were 
about equal, several of Cordova^s best regiments 
having remaíned with Oraa, at Lerin. About 
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mi4-dayr boweyi^, this . i^fner^: «ppe^if^ei ja 
sight, QMHDchi^g byrI>k^tüUQ low«cd^ ^ Wgi^ 
flimk oí the Caflists. The ai|rÍ¥Hl a£^bi$^ ^}^1 
forcement» whkfa) «dded to Üie tJxx^>&o£^C!oi^r:. 
dova, made our foroe double that of t;he e^^y^e^-. 
ohliged diem instantly to give way, by-flyiiig. 
towards the rocky and wood<;lad xauuataixi^.pf . 
the Amescuaa^ intíi aa appearaace cf garó^ 
equidling in ardour the intrepidíty of theit, fir^. 
oDset Part of Or&fs división pursued.the r^, 
tiring enemy for about half a league, and, th^ 
contínuing thdr march by the mountain top&jbqt 
Bstella; Cordova''8 foroe advancing^ at the same., 
time, on that town by the high ixiad. , .. , >^,_, ., 
Nothing oould exceed the melancholy £^^ps 
relative to this much to be lamentad warfarev 

. .o *. 

that oppressed my heart on the occasion-to whi^ph 
I now refer. The weather was tbick and qloiMly^ 
a heavy snow having tumed into a dri^^lum, 
sleet, with a pierdng wind, we were half satp,-, 
rated and frozen, on this dreary apd alr^ady^. 
clpsiug November aftemoon. Accompanied by/ 
aU the ^orrors of civil war, and the J^ei^-j, 
tations of the wounded, we entered J^is t^lv 
deaerted city, once the fairest and tbet bappi^st. 
in Navarre* Not a man was to be seex\, An4, 
scaroely a female who was young enoijigh to 
fly^.pr had the means of escape.; .tl>ej|g|ed». 



bed-iidSeD^ €9* fatheíléss diQd, aloné, from neoet- 
süj-of sícknesi^ awahed leith fear tbe^entranoe ot 
theit coúntrimieii aivá foes. As I rodé through 
thé long añd^nanow streets of this once peace- 
ful, proud, and fiíTóured spot, e?ery house was 
doséd and barred against the entranoe of the 
Chrístino8,'and nothiiig couM exceed the gloom 
and saddening appearance, although, two hours 
previously, five thousand of the Carlist army 
had been quartered there, and were probaUy 
joining the mhabitants in theír jR*ayers to the 
Ahnighty, or taking, iñ peace and rest, a diare 
ín all the gióety of a Catholic sabbath; and 
indeed, withm the ahort space of half an hour, 
General Villaréal had only left the town, at the 
head of twb squadrons of lancers. 

I should not wish it to be inferred, in thus 
detaiUng ^acts, which cannot but be regretted, 
thiat the spirít of devastation and oppression is 
more engendered in the minds of the Christino 
{Ñu*ty than the Carlist, but to shew the lament- 
able añd horrid effects of the war generaUy, as 
the dame occurrencé is equálly to be loáthed 
oh the part of Don CarWs army, and perhaps 
to a greater extent. When, excited by the flush 
of victoíy, they enter a Christino town, ánd, 
unchristian as the feeling must appeár^ it ís 
nevertheless too true, thát every day the ^ar is 
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extended in its duration, tbe bitter and murder-'* 
ing spirít of party hatred beoomes more codí- 
firmed and more atrociously glaring and deadly. 
On this occasion, I was quartered inone of tbe 
largest houses in Estella ; as tbe oourtesy of tbe 
oommander-^in-cbief bad desired, tbat, wben 
any sort of lodging was to be found, I sbould 
be weU provided, and its outward appearance 
gave me reason to expect more tban common 
comforts witbin ; I was, nevertheless, astonisbed 
to find tbat every artide, even of fumiture, tbat 
could be bidden or quickly removed, bad been 
taken away, altbougb tbe rooms bad been re- 
cently inhabited ; sbewing a feeling tbat would 
leave one to imagine demons bad entered tbeir 
city, instead of those who bad once joined in tbe 
same patriotic cause of expelling tbeir foreign 
invaders. And it is not less true, tbougb tbe 
more deeply to be deplored, tbat even oíd friends, 
and tbe nearest in ties of blood, are to be found 
in tbe sepárate camps. Surely tbese few and 
simple details, witbout tbe most distant feel* 
ing of batred or party acrimony, are sufficient 
to prove bow greatly, bow deplorably, tbe ran- 
cour of batred exists in Navarre against tbe 
Cbristinos, and tbey form only one of a bundred 
instances of tbe same nature tbat I bave since 
bad tbe pain of witnessing, in a country formed 
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by the hand of Grod to be one of the proudest, 
the most prosperous, and happj in Europe. 

Having relíeved myself of my sheep-skin 
jacket, mud-boots, and other comforts so neces- 
sary as a protection from the bleak winds and 
vi(dent storms in Nayarre, particularly in the 
month of November, I hastened to the quarters 
of the commander-in-chief, who had taken po&- 
session of the house generally occupied by Don 
Carlos when at Estella. Alas ! but a humble 
palace ! It contained, however, a luxury seldom 
met in the north of Spain, viz. a fire-place, 
which we instantly took advantage of, by heap- 
ing bundles of dried vine cuttings on the already 
blazing fire, a large pan of buming embers, 
termed a brasero, being, in most Spanish houses, 
the only resort (and a most unhealthy one,) 
when perishing with cold. This good and ex- 
hilarating fire thawed us a little, after being 
eight hours on horseback in the midst of snow- 
storms, such as would haye sent back Saars- 
field to his bed. We had a tolerable supper, 
supplied írom the remnants which the Carlists 
had left at our disposal, and which was far from 
being unacceptable after a long fast, barring a 
few cigars, which are as necessary , as the lining to 
a Don's pocket, we wiled away the remainder of 
the eyening ; and at an early hour I quitted my 
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Spanish oompanions to prepare myself, by a good 
night^s rest, fcr the lesult of another day, which 
all expected would be oneof Uoodshed and strife, 
not, howeyer, until I had leoeived their advice 
to keep doae to the waU in passing the public 
place or square : for the leasons of which adyice, 
I shall refer you to my next chapter. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



But whoso entereth within this town, 
That streaming far celestial seems to be, 
Disconsolate will wander up and düwn> 
Mid many things unsightly to strange eye ; 
For hut and palace show like filthiily. 



EsTELLA, which is one of the best towns in 
Navarre, about four leagues south-west of Pam- 
pduna, is most romantically and wildly situated 
in a basin, the sides of which are formed by high 
and rocky mountains by which it is surrounded, 
and which so entirely command the town within 
even musket range, that an individual stand- 
ing upon either of their summits may distinctly 
see what is passing in the several streets and the 
large square, and with perfect safety to himself 
fire upon the inhabitants, with means of escape 
that would place him beyond the possibility of 
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pursuit, and with rocks to protect him that 
would baffle the most able marksman to avoid ; 
and the murdering practice mentioned above was 
invariably resorted to by the Carlists duríng the 
night when the town was occupied, as it then 
was, by the Chrístinos. 

During the latter part of Valdez's command, 
this place, like many others then garrísoned by 
the Chrístinos, was gíven up, and in this in- 
stance not without reason, as it would have been 
perfectly untenable under any circumstances, 
(amongst others its isolated position might have 
been the least), against a very inconsiderable 
forcé. Many plans have since been under con- 
áderation, for re-occupying and fortifying it, 
all equally absurd and totally impracticable; 
at least, I had opportunities of distinctly ob- 
sa*ving its natural position and capabilities, 
and having gained some little insight into the 
principies of fortificatioñ at the Royal Military 
CoUege, Woolwich, I ventured, as requested, to 
give an opinión on the subject. Whether it had 
any weight with Cordova or not I will not pre- 
sume or pretend to say ; but the idea of so 
useless a waste of time, men and money, all 
wanted elsewhere, and without the most distant 
hope of a favourable result, has, I rejoice to 
find, been given up. Had the attempt been 
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made I could only see two chances of success, 
which, in joke, I recommended to the engineer 
officer, as a means of calling fortli his eccentrí- 
cities, at which we were at tímes much amused ; 
he was indignant at my suggestion that the 
heights aboye the town should either be crowned 
with redoubts or martello towers, or a bomb 
proof coyering should be placed oyer it, dmilar 
in form to the coyering of ships in ordinary, with 
sky-lights. In truth, however, any attempt to 
place it in a defensible state against artillery 
would be utterly useless. 

The utmost loss of the Carlists preyious to 
our entering "Estella, did not exceed fifty men 
killed and wounded ; and of the Christinos from 
twenty to thirty. Two or three men also passed 
over to the Christinos, a practice put in forcé 
during engagements, by both parties ; the result 
occasioned by this operation has as yet surpassed 
my capacity to explain. At the same time, 
much enthusiasm preyailed amongst the troops, 
who for eight months previously had never pene- 
trated so far into the enemy'^s coimtry, and for 
the moment were re-occupying Estella. From 
their expressions of delight, I had some reason 
to hope the dreadful campaign was fast drawing 
to a cióse ; indeed, all parties appeared to yie 
with each other in their courtesy, to make me 
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perfectly iinderstand the great mcNnd effect such 
a movement would cause at Madrid, and through 
the whole of Europe. Doubtless, the minister of 
war had infinite satisfaction in reading Cordova's 
bulletin, and the Ministerial gazettes in plac- 
ing it before the eyes of the cofiee-house loungers 
in the metrópolis of fair Spain. Notwithstand- 
ing all this rhodomontade Espagnole it had on 
me not the moral, but the physical effect, of being 
placed in a deep well, the top of which was 
defended by grenadiers to prevent the possibility 
of escape, and twelve hours afterwards, my 
opinión was confirmed by frightful realities. 

Even these unpleasant forebodings on my part, 
did -not prevent my sleeping soimdly until my 
Andalusian nag, which had saved my life the 
day previous, was announced as saddled and 
ready to bear me through another day of fatigue 
and danger. Now that I am speaking of hories, 
I must take the opportunity of mentioning, that 
almost every English horse that was sent out for 
the service of the Legión, as alsothose bel(Higing 
to the staff officers, suffered much &om the bad 
forage and scanty supply ; all the horses in North 
Spain, with the exception of those in Navarre, 
being fed on berley and straw, and with such 
forage the English horses became weak and lost 
their condition. For a long march or joumey, 
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I invariably found them more useful and agree- 
$i>le in their action, and (if not over-ridden as 
to pace, for they are, generally speaking, slow), 
capable of bearing greater fatigue with trífling 
sustenance; in proof of which, the horse to 
which I have alluded, has performed in the 
worst of weathers and on infamous roads, with 
verjr modérate care, from fifty to sixty miles a 
day for days together, without appearing dis^ 
tressed or losing condition. 

Cordova faad wisely given up his intention of 
proceeding further on his diversión towards the 
Amescuas, many unforeseen obstacles having 
appeared ; and, having endeavoured to obtain a 
loan of a thousand doUars from Estella and the 
neighbouring villages without success, he deter- 
mined on marching to Lerin by the valley of 
Allio and Decastillio, taking with him some of 
the oíd women as hostages for the payment of 
his demand. Part of Oráa's división had 
been halted at a village about a league from 
Estella, on the Puenta la Reyna road, in order 
to form an advance guard, and to prevent the 
enemy moving in that direction ; soon after day- 
break we marched out of this fair and inte- 
resting town, once more leaving the palace and 
tlfe fire-place at the disposal of Don Carlos or 
his portly lieutenant, VillareaL We had, how* 

H 
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ever, scarpe^y quitted it, when we discovered the. 
Carlist picqueU 9Xid out-posU perched like 
eagles on the ndghbounng beights, watphing 
the movements of each battaUon as they gaíned 
the open oountry, and thus forming their phiis, 
to fall upon our rear. We had, unfortunately, 
two or three men who had been badly wounded 
the day prévious ; these were . placed on the 
backs óf mules, and with the artillery in tl¿ 
centre we commenced our march. 

I have ah'eady had occasion to mention the 
extraordinary distances perfcnmed by the Gar^ 
lists, when any particular circumstance calis 
them to the field of action. In this instance, as 
in many others, they displayed their activity 
and hardihood in a manner that almost surpasaes , 
belief, On their receiving intelligence of the 
Christinos having entered Puenta la Reyna m 
forcé, a messenger was instantly despatched to 
Eguia, whose army was then príncipally in the 
neighbourhood of Bilbao ; on receiving this un- 
welcome news, which materially altered hís plans, 
and which did not reach him until late in the 
afiemoon of our actual entry into Estella, this 
general commenced his march at the head of 
about twelye battalions of infantry to xein- 
force those with whom we had been engaged on 
the 15th. Thus did the advánce guards qf 
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Egüia^s fbroe tírñre oa the heights abóve Estella, 
in time to observe óurniovemfents; haViiig per- 
fqrtíiéd the ÍHcredible dúítánce of fburteen 
kegues^ in one night, over móuntaiiis, in tbe 
motifh of Novanber. Wheré are to be found 
regtdár troops who can undertake sttch a move- 
nient^ and foUow it up by eight hours hard fight- 
ing¿ withoüt repose ? — such was nevertheless the 
case in this instance. We had not gained a 
league from the town before their guerillas 
opened a fire on our rear-guard, and thus, with 
much courage and regularity, the Christinos 
sustained a desperate and unexpected attack 
fixwn the enemy, fighting en retraite ^ or rather 
i]> 'advance, íot they were marching tówards 
IJentS, íram seVeti o*cloek in the morning until 
three in the afternoon^ the Carlists instantly 
ptfcupying^ach poeition as quitted by the Chris- 
tinos^ tintil we reached the villagé of Allio, about 
half distance between Estella and Lerín. On 
oix^ arriving at this place, the íiring ceased, and 
the Carhsts gradually recalled their tirailleurs. 

^ThisaSair was gallantly sustained onbothsides, 
the Christinos steadily maintaining their fire, ias 
they qtdetly retired from one eminence or position 
to'ánother, each battalion by tums forming the 

f > t - * 

j* The leagues, in Navarre and the Basque provincest are at 
leort thiee ané a hálf Énglisb miles eacb. 
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rear-guard^iínd matt AHü 4t>tie chttrgff was^matde 
dunng the^mormng by the GhTlstino cit^alíy^iki 
the laCter ef idáá^ ábáut^^twénty Cái^lists-fell 
into their hánds. ' AmoDgst theeé Was % priest, 
whom r personany witDesaecI wafving^ a draitün 
^iwoiid oret his head; ^ith'mu<^ Vehemaíiceátid 
gestuie he ufged the treops ta advance aaU 
fight in the ñame cf the Most High, iti whoée 
cause they were shedding their blooá, ^ánd -át 
the same tune assured them^ if küléd, a place'fai 

heaven was their enviablé lot. 

:..-■•..") 
It Í8 a time of danger, not of revel» 

When churchmen tum to warriors. 

This man, with whom I had scnne conversa- 
tion, was tall and muscular, with a remarkddy 
fine and open countenance ; and, with ' the est- 
ception of his sable suit, and partially grey han-, 
he might have better graced the profession of 
arms thán of priesthood. His handé being.&ts- 
tened b^ind his back by a cord, like the'other 
príson^rs, he was marched in that degrádisgand 
unfcrtunate condition to Lmn, and eonfiÉdd 
with others in a wretched and loathsooie gaol. 
I haré understood this individual haá since been 
éxchanged; many of his sacred calling-may^ 
found íighting, from most mistdc^ idieas, £v^ 
ih thelówést grade amongst tbe raaks. o£ líou 



CarlofiV ai$igr. j H»yi^ p^esed :tbeí.yil}«ge of 
AUk^ wjbero^ pr^teoted by Mri4l8» niii;i^ Jbo;uf69, 
,md Qth^; cpxf!PÍng% tbe Cbristioo ^^ai^guard 
ntfid^ a ^Q^idk^iüble .«^(aad^ the coui^try bicornes 
Sai more. opi^Q aa4 ccnnpari^tiv^ly. i)at. On 
:(li7ÍyiOg at^ thÍB poim^ Cordova .^r^w up bis 
forceen íq b^tle arrayi the cavalry and artiUery 
h&ng placed in :proper pofiitions in case of fur- 
jl^ei: 9^tack ; and here we remained for more tban 
4wa hour^, perishing with cold^ fatígue, and hun- 
ger, m the anxious bope that on such^ground the 
Carlists would continué the engagement, Their 
generáis^ nevertheless, were far too wise and too 
good judges of their own forces, to peril them in 
«n open oountry, against an equal foi^ce of in- 
iantry, with infínitely superior cavabry and artU- 
iery^ It was not.thus Eguia was likely tojthrow 
away «upcesses^ be knew too welli how to gain, 
'inajQOUDtainaus ccAintry» where every.pass and 
-ev^y.jxK^.were.bis familiars. ThQ Cbri^tino 
diief migbt bave remained until doomaday, un* 
^molested^jb such a.position; andastotbie^ being 
itíbe case,.tfao6e .who.knew him can b^tform an 

Afj It ssnmt^baweTer^myobject or intention in giy- 
4ngii;:Btal»ment of £Eu;t8 as tfaey actuaUy ^^fccurred, 
lor iu^raáking these obaervations, toeaat a alur on 
^l&é hoL^miXxsea who^ 9a that and tí^^ peeirioii$ chiy» 
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» wéÜ sttstained -cfVcT^ yare <^"gltoUtt#-over 
which they fought oti their Ifae óf nhínch ; tiei- 
ther do I hesitóte in offerm^fhe c^Mdb, ttmt^ 
had the Carlists attempted tó xdhtinftw^*íti <he 
open country, from their bettíg totally Utíáccüs- 
tomed to sach a kmd ef inúrforé, they Would, 
in all probabüity, havé rétéivedtod isev^et^ a 
check to repeat so unwise a manoeuvre. Sudí, 
howeTcr, appears not to be thé case aC thé preMit 
hour: for neither the eMfnonVmouth,*iior'lJife 
glistening bayonet pomt, ea» tuiii thém m théir 
bold attacks — ^whioh ttiay be attriliytéd iiót to 
their increase in personal valour^ 'bnt to t^e wttn^ 
of energy and spirit on the pétrt of théif énetíáes 
which has emboldened them in toiüpariaón as^heir 
foes havie fallen in their estimatiou. - * : - ♦ ^ 

The great strength of Don Cartos^s érmy inay 
be traced to the nature of thecountry and e^er 
natural causes^ which I have already meiftioned, 
far more than to their numarical - fórce, di^- 
pline, or efflciency over the Ghristinós vto wblch 
may be ádded, their very extrddrdineu*y kndws- 
ledge oí every mountaiñ passahd by-voad) Vhlch 
must enable them, I feel tborougMycónvitiééd, 
to keep up a system of guerilia figh^gj éven 
shouldthe mass of Carlists be des^tax^ed^^ánddiar 
persed, and not a thotisand nién fcfiib fight, • 'In 
this da/s ñSéiti La Reyna» agidkmt ánd didtín- 



.' ■» 
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^^^jai^^^ffio^ ctifrthe Paslist cavfilry, wa$ killed 
.'^ the heod of bis regiment, his brother having 
.also.a sbprt time prervioiuly met his death at 
. JPuenta I^ a ^y oa, when iu command of a bat tery 
fiídpg OQ tbe tOWIL 
. The,lossoa both ¿[des (as usual, without any 
dodded result,) was, I regret to say, consider- 
able. The Christinos did not carry less than two 
l\undred and ññy men wounded from the field, 
and at least.one hundred and fifty, including 
jseveral officers, were left dead on the spot where 
they had fallen; notwithstanding the rear-guards 
^ad been fighting in extended Unes of tirailleurs, 
and no movement in column or en masse, with 
.tíie excéptico! of charges of cavalry, had been 
attempted. This was not the case with the Car- 
lists ; they several times advanced a whole bat- 
jtalion on the eminences as the Christinos rotired, 
: a^d more than once fired volleys by companies, 
^ven when their enemy was partially covered 
.by^ sjtone-wálls, banks, and other objects, a prac- 
4ic^ J had uever previously observed them. put 
jn.íprce^ and by which they suflFered gr^atly, 
' íxom fiye to six hundred beíng the miiümum 
: xrf th^r loss oa that day. I am, however, ooly 
y. fsiskiedto give an opinicm on the subject from 
%report^ and such informatiojí as could be gaii^ed 
-^é^mk tUe pountry people aft^r th^ acti^, ,who 
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were aeldoin re«dy to give á trae account; 
and although individually present duríng the 
whole engagemait, I could only foxm a g^ie- 
ral idea; and I must further observe, tbat the 
instant the Carlists lose a man, if drcumstanees 
in any way admit of it, his body is borne 
from the field, and thus, as far as posdbk^ 
they conceal their actual loss. Until dusk we 
remained in possessicm of the field, like turkey- 
cocks; nevarthdess, too glad when the order 
was given to continué our march, which we did, 
unmcdested, to Lerin. 

Owing to the restiyeness of the mules by 
which the Spanish artillery.is drawn, or by the 
mismanagement of their drivers, (»)e of theguns 
had been upset into a small but fortunately n^- 
row stream, the banks of which, however, being 
high, we were so much delayed by this acddent 
that we did not reach the town until ten at night, 
and some of the troops, harassed and fatigued, 
were riot billeted until after ínidnight. Thus 
we had been more than thirteen hours in peiv 
forming a distance of ihree leagues, or aboüt 
ten and a<half English miles, during eight 
of which we were incessantly engaged with the 
enemy. No food had passed myüps since the 
supper of the previous night at Estella, a cir- 
camstance quite inconsistent with an -Englishr 
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man^í^ fighting ;trl]n,-aiKÍ to add to other mía- 
fprtanes, on mjr.arrival at Lerin, ^I íonni my* 
self» owing to the attaition o£ the )>illet-inaster, 
Iqdged in the publie café, Bup{x)sed to be the 
best habitation in the towft, except that occu- 
pied by the cotnmandet*-ih-chief .; still was it my 
misfprtune to sleep in a hole where noise, dirt, 
and £anúne aboundéd, 

Nevertheless, beitíg gréatly exhausted, I 
should have been amply satisfied with the cup 
of ^chocolate so.easily obtained. in all Spanish 
houses, and a tolerable nighf s rest woidd have 
fully recompensed me for all other wants. The 
latter however was denied me ; for no sooner had 
I ensconced myself in the rough ill-washed linen 
of the miserable bed, than fifty grenadiers, in 
all probability more fatigued and hungry than 
myself, were not only billeted in the same house 
but in the room immediately over that in which 
I was endeavouring to rest, and commenced 
such a clamour that to sleep was out of the 
question. So great, however, had been the fa- 
tigue and prívations of the two preceding days, 
that, notwithstandingmy noisy companions of the 
upper floor, I might have succeeded in obtaining 
some rest, had not the yard into which my apart* 
ment looked been crammed with sheep and pigs 
which long before day-break, opened a most un- 

h3 
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dinely and implfmg oonoert, added to which, 
vefy few houses in Ncrthem Spain are possessed 
of tbe luxurjr of a ¿íña& window, shutters being 
the only defence against the indem^icy of the 
weather, in whidí a kind of kx^hole is cut to 
admit air and li^t during the day ; thus I was 
necessitated to give up all thoughts of repose. 
As I find the drcumstance alluded to in my 
rough joumal, I have been induced to give these 
details of a night which has since been engraven 
on my memory, firom the many painful occur- 
rences I met with, leaving certainly no slight 
sensations on my mind. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



For Spain is compassed by unyielding foes» 
And all must shield or share subjection's woes. 



F&EEDOM Í8 a high sounding word, and iii 
itself inspires the patriótic heart with sentiments 
hitherto unknown. Civilized nations are hap- 
pily advancing step by step on the high road to 
constitutional liberty ; yet it is not by forced 
principies or dictative power that any can obtain 
the idolized result of free and extensive liberalism 
in thought and action. Oíd institutions and 
patriótic privileges, grafted in the hearts of a 
large portion of a country, which for centuries 
has enjoyed them, are not to be rooted out in a 
moment, and there is much reason for concluding 
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thjKt/the forcé of arms broii^ into the field at 
the commencem^it of the war (being incapable 
bpth as to 8tr»igth and eñergy at once to crush 
tbe rising), so far from having the deáred effect, 
has only . tended to brutalize and cojiíirm those 
in an obstínate resistanoe to the majority of tbe 
nation, who I feel assured might, by conTÍnc- 
ing proofs of the horrors and endless miseries 
of civil war, be induced to retum to their bornes 
and families. Would to God such a result 
could be effected by an interventional occupa- 
tion of unhappy Spain for a period ! Those 
only who have had personal insight into her 
convulsive and almost barbarous situation, can 
fuUy enter into the feelings of disgust and hor- 
ror excited at the deeds of bloodshed now con- 
tinually perpetrated. Two days of rest were 
allowed us after the afíairs of the fífteenth and 
sixteenth. Under any circumstances, had we 
even beea obliged to have Torced our way 
through the enemy, I should have equaUy re- 
joiced that this halt was of no longer duration, 
for. our &esh horses^ baggage^ and' servante 
baying been left at Puentá La Beyna, a tooth- 
bi:ush carried' in my holster, (a lig^it-fingered 
Spaníard having deprived me of^ one of my 
pi^ls) was the only part of my goods^ I pos^ 
sesaed, and thexefore I wes truly ai»aous once 
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more ib move^^ireF^;it»oiil]rlO(obtaiaHhe liixat^ 
of a deán shirt. ^ 

' Atthis períod, Cordova, having réceíved deé^ 
patches from Madrid, informíng him that Cóuht 
AlmodáTar, the minister of war, had the intem 
ticm of vÍ8ÍtÍDg hís head quarters, as also of in- 
specting the Brítísh legión^ determined to pay 
Greneral BvanB another visit at Bríviesca, and 
therefore detached a brigade to bring up the 
baggage from Puenta la Reyna ; so large a forcé 
being absolutdy necessary to keep off the pese- 
teros and partidas, who are constantly on the 
qm i3Íoe to pounce upon such prízes. This in- 
telligence Tejoiced me not a little, as it offered 
the hopesof again meeting somefriénds amongst 
the auxiliaríes; the letters which had reached 
melatterly not having contained the most pleas- 
ing intelligence reíative to their state of efficiency 
or necessary t^sources ; added to which General 
£vans had beenfor seyeral days confined tohis 
bed, and reports^ were varíous as to his actual 
dang». Oxí the third day, we commenced our 
retumbo Logroño, marching over a Une of coun- 
try which I have already described ; this move- 
m^it was performed in two days without fallinj^ 
in with any part of the enemy, but on our ar- 
rival, Cordova, having suffered greatly in health, 
from his late fatigues, determined to halt for a 
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fime, very much to my dísappoÍAtiseiit^ Iiideed, 
80 debilitated did he find bimsi^,^ tbtt .after a 
few days* iiepose, bdng preparad Wí^Kmtínue^he 
joumey» he resolTed op makiog use o( his.x^ar- 
iriage to Briviesca, far which place; (tbe interine- 
diate country being tolerably free firmn danger^) 
we started on the twenty-sixth, Qoe. oS Ckxr- 
dova^s aides-de-camp and myself baving aé- 
oepted the loan of an dd JPreneh calmolet^ we 
made the best of our way after the chief, wbo 
was acoompanied by the portly providore of 
the army. 

This was my first attanpt at Spanish posting, 
somewhat difierent from the mo6t hiunble in oíd 
England. In fact, what with bad roads, bad 
mules, and worse drivmg, we were ahnost beat 
into a jelly by the time we arrived at Briones, 
which was about half our journey ; there we 
found Espartero, now Count Luchana, who, 
having arrived the previous night at Haro, h^ 
ridden forward a distance of about two leagues 
to meet Cordova. This event delayed us until 
the foUowing aftemoon, when once more, beiog 
almost jammed into our French cab, which, from 
its narrow construction, was any thing but an 
agreeable vehicle, we proceeded en route. to 
Briviesca, which place we at length reached 
about ten o^clock on the night of the 27th of 



November) when I i^is müch grieved to find the 
general still confined to his béd, háving been a 
great sufferer for more than ten days. The 
kgioQ had evidently greatly improved even 
during tbe short períod that had elapsed since 
ourlast visit I was, however, much astonished^ 
and not less grieved, to find that fésources of all 
kinds were beginning to fail, and little or no 
inoney was in the military chest, although 
General Evans had made more than one applir 
<;ation to Madrid. The officers of the legión, 
at the same time, with much generosity, and 
3(ritb great and praiseworthy good-feeling, and 
patience, declined receiving more than one-third 
of thdüT pay for the quarter, in order to relieve 
the govemnient, who were much pressed (ot 
money. 

Notwithstanding this liberal sacrifice on their 
part, the finance minister failed in paying 
this paltry sum, which to many of the subal- 
tem oiScers was a source of actual distress, 
and to all a matter of much discomfort and 
inconvem'encej as even those who had prívate 
resources could not make them available in an 
enony's country. All the retum they have 
met with for their upright forbearance, has 
been ill advised jealousy and abuse from the 
Spaniards themselves, and bad faith on be: 
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their own ambassador at the^ooi^of. Lofidop 
w«(s. affixed tq a pontract,^.^cfuiting.tbem ppy 
for th^ Services equal tQ that .af tbe Briti^ 
anny; this by eveiy mean and ungeneroMS 
act they baye sínce endeavoured to,.avoid, al^ 
tbough tbe articles of agreement Wjsire. signed^ 
seisded, and published to tbe world before a sinr 
gle man. ent^red tbe service. 

Greneral Evans» feelíng better tbe day fbllaw^ 
ing Qur arrival, and» notwitbstaüding bis sufier* 
ings, ever ready to exert bimself, left a bed of 
sickness and pain to visH tbe commanderrii^ 
chief, wbo was also an invalid, Tbe minister oi 
war, Count Abnodavar» and General Alaya» 
wbom we bad expected to find on our aqival at 
Bríyiesca, were at tbat time prevente leayjng 
tb^ capital ; but Cordova was acqpmpanied by 
anob cpntractor wbo .undertook to supply tb(í 
legipQ witb Iieces3arie9 at a piice wbicb i^iabkd 
bim to pocket, witbout any great qualms of cont 
sciejic^, about sixty per cent» for bis trouble. 
Tbe arrangements and ocHitractS; tbus.entered 
intp, and confirmed on tbe part .o£ Cordovii» mátb 
numerous assurances tbat magazines abould be 
formed for tbe use of tbe legión, added to otber 
pliin^ . deter^üned on at tbis meeting» . decided 
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tfaé fate of the auxiliaríei, who were once hkh^ 
under orderá to march (o Víttoria by Panoorbo 
and Miranda del £bro. 

It is scarcely neoessary that I should make 
further comment On these hurried movements; 
wíthout magazines or resources of any kind, <^ 
at most, assurances from a Spanish contractor 
that they shóuld be provided ; the troops having 
yesy re<:ently performed a hard march of more 
than ten days, their shoes and clothes were 
beginning to shew the ill eíFects of bad roads Itnd 
the worst of nightly accommodations. No sup- 
pHes of any tort were iñ the hands of the quar- 
termasters of regiments ; no money in the men^B 
pockets to provide themselvés with the most 
common necessaries; and in addition to these 
overwhehning ills, little or no funds retnained 
in the military chest ; fórtunátely, the hornos of 
sickness had not then begun to shew themsélves. 
The few comforts the men were enabled to avail 
themselvés of were supiplied by the generosity of 
the colonels of regiments, as far as their prívate 
means would allow, and yet these troops had 
ihen be^i the short space of only three montfas 
in Spain. Coold it be otherwise than expected 
that a spirit of discontent, which I regretted to 
observe, should have alfeady begun to manifest 
itself ? In vain was it hoped that proper and di^ 
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cided iiiea8U]!e8wouklha¥eat<9ieeibéen:takcsil)y 
tíieSpanish gov^nment to pfev£»ttbeipi»gr^siof 
8uch misfortimes as must oecessaiiljr ba caused 
by an accumulation of such circuststeioés. ^^A 
subsequent period lamentaUy andricrudlly de- 
stroyed the bopes entertained. • ..; : :^ ' 

Once more, hasty and unplensant iiews frcm 
the theatre of war in Navarre called for the eoiiñ- 
mander-in-chiers attention in that dÍFection^vaiid 
I was again doomed to seat myself in oiir -oid^ 
fashioned and lickety cabriolet, to fbllow jas 
ispeedily as two good mules would cany us^ thé 
tnovements of Cordova^s light britchka^ drami 
by áx mules* Those made use of for die par- 
póse of drawing the artillery were most iqilendid 
animáis, andfromthese, when trsivéümgenpo^tey 
the chief ordered six to dra^r him the first .few 
leagues, particularly when leaving a g^mson, 
the drivers being armed and in uniform. - 

Colonel Tupper^s regiment, or the Scotpb^ as 
they were called, were formed in froat' of ihe 
posada or inn, as we drove {rom thedoor. They 
were idways conaidered as oneof the be^ jdi^^- 
plined and most efficient in the kgwir w4 th^ár 
appearance on this occasicm gave great hQp^ of 
wfaat might be expected frpm them ;wh^ bupu^t 
in contact with the enemy; a íQb$M*a«t^L^^h 
swbsequmt events iueyery.wayíXíofijsaaed,||h«ay 



nothing o£ ihe gaKantvy aad spirk of théir amia. 
Ue oommander, xrfao fdl when nobly l^íng 
them on tp Üieattack of the Carlists^ worics before 
St. Sebastian^ on the 5th of May, 18d& His 
strengtb and decision>of character when coming 
to hard blows was well known, and his generous 
beart nnd msaúy bearíng will long be remem- 
bered in the Brítish army, in which he held the 
rank of captain. Six weeks after this date^ a 
third of the unhappy men who on that day had 
ey&cy appearance of health and manly vigonr, 
Ivere confined in the hospitals of Vittoría (if such 
infunous accommodation and loathsome d^ns can 
be graced by the ñame) whioh the greater number 
pf them nevw left, except to find a last borne 
in the Spanish soil. After bidding adieu to tbe 
auxiliaríes, we made the best of our way to 
Briones, paseing through Pancorbo^ which small 
town is extraordinarily situated at the mitrahce 
of the Garganta or gorge of Fancorbo^ a tnost 
stupendous rupture in the mountain^ leaving 
room only for the passing of the smáü. river 
Oriceüio and the road to Vittoría, which follüws 
its coUrseiU; the foot of the rocky beigbts. ] 

As we entered this gorge, the rock» rjáse 
around usin rude and ponderous massés^ pre^ 
i^tii^ á Bcene of much grandeur, and^ as the 
diiU.winter^B evening was <;lo6Íng <m 4he wfld 
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and flolenm soene with earlj darkness, we -fdt 
mspíred with sikiit awe. My hitherto mixed 
feeling oí admiration and excitement, far we 
were not without danger of meeting with scmie 
straggling Carlista, was sbordy changed into a 
feeling of absurditj, as, hay ing emerged from this 
pasa of grandeur, a sudden and violent gust of 
wind so filled the head of the Froich véhide, 
tiíat its foroe proving superior to the two un- 
fortúnate creatures we had exchanged for our 
hardy mules at the last post-hous^ ^one being a 
fat squab pcxiey, the other a lengthy animal of 
die Castilian breed,) on our ascending a hill 
whidí was fortunately not a vary predpítous 
one, we found ourselves all (^ a sudden in the 
position of men who werecutting scHoersets back* 
wards, our legs being towards the sky. Not- 
withstanding this, we eseaped vrithout further 
injury than an hour^s shivering on the high 
road. Our position, however, might have been of 
a more serious nature, as no house was within 
cali ; Cordova'*8 better horsed conveyance quite 
distanced our unfortunate postilion, wfaosé styk 
oi ríding and equipment had hitherto calkd forth 
•houts of laughter from myself and my éom» 
pagrMn de voyage. 

No eoemy luckily appeared ; but there we 
MlidÉhéáy ^nd, as far as he was conoemed^ we 



might have continued in thÍ8 uDpleasant situí^ 
tipn, at the rí^ a£ our Uves, for the remainder 
of the night» as, instead of ofiering the sl^tedt 
assistance, he commenced a chase after his cap, 
which had been carried across the fields by the 
tempest, leaving both us and his cattle to act as 
we thought fít ; in consequence of which, the 
lean animal, disengaging himself from his shorts 
fat companion, took an opposite Une of country 
&om our conductor, and, having discovered a 
grass field, began quietly and deUberately to roU, 
and then feed. At length, after much talkin^, 
swearing, and threatening (always at the com* 
mand of the Spanish peasant, as weU as of tlie 
Don), my companion recalled Signor Frederico, 
and in the mean time, being reUeved from our 
unpleasant situation, we mended our rope traces^ 
and at length arrived at Briones, not^ however, 
until we had run many narrow risks of having 
our bones broken by Frederico's infamous driv- 
ing and the badness of the roads. 
. On our arrival at Briones, Cordova was in 
some surprise and alarm at our delay, he having 
preceded us by at least two hours. He wae^ 
however, much amused, as were also the padroQe 
and padrona of the house in which he wi^s 
^a^tered, at my account^ in bad Spanishf of 
our dis^ters^ and my vows never to tru$t log^fdf 
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Again to tbe Signaras drivkig. in this I kept 
my determination the foUowing day, riding on 
toLogroDo, ia which maimer I ever aftei* pélr- 
fonned my joumeys, whether on duty or plea- 
sure. Afiter some agreeable conveirsatióü^ I bid 
good night to the chief and bis party, and 
sought the house which the alcalde had piaced at 
my disposal. It proved both clean and comfort- 
able ; and, for the first time since I had been in 
the country, I was greeted by the landlord'^s 
proposal that I should join the family meal ; or, 
if more agreeable, he would send me some re- 
freshment to a prívate room. The former 
courtesy I willingly acceptéd, and sat down 
with a good-humoured country farmer and his 
family to a substantial supp^ of íish frcym the 
Ebro, eggs, and tortula, or omelet of potatoes, 
which was most palatable. My host informed 
me, that all the inhabitants of Bríónes and the 
immediate neighbourhood were liberáis, with 
the exception of four proprietors, who had 
joioed Don Carlos'^s standard; and as we smoked 
our cigars, which always foUow a Spanish repast» 
he overwhelmed me with questions relative to 
the Sri.tish auxiliarles, their numerical strength, 
d^pline, and amount of pay. With some diffi- 
culty, I explained matters to his satisfaction; and 
we. parted company ÉDr the night, b^h eqtially 



ple^^edj; -he: with igay aocount, tod I with his 
ho^pitfilit}?. . . 

Nptwithstandiag feverish dreams of carríages 
üp^ettíngí battle^ «íiurder, and bad aguárdente 
punchi whioh my good-natured host had pressed 
freely on njy notice, I managed to sleep until a 
pale^faced. ttiember of the establishment, with 
twQ long plaited tails of hair hanging at her 
back, unst<)ckinged feet, and with hands dirty 
enmigh to place aU her other charms in the back- 
grpund, awoke m6, by asking if I desired cho- 
colate,—^". Quiere usted chocolata, signor ? '^-j— 
the inyariable moming ofFering of every Spa- 
niard, from the grandee to the most humble 
péasant. . It is not, however, to be imagined thiat 
a cap of chocolate in Spain is similar to a cup of 
chocolate in J^ngland : it is neither enríched 
witli cteam ñor contained in an ampie china cup; 
far from it-r-^ small-sized coffee-qup, the cpn* 
tents of which are as thick as jelly, is all you 
have to expect; and yet this is by no means a bad 
resQurce, on commencing a joumey, with little 
prospect pf any thing else until your day's work 
is over. Hi^ving therefore accepted the signora^s 
oífer, I bí^stily dressedj lighted my cigarillo, and 
then visited the Commander-in-chieTs quarter»^ 
to, inquine ,what were the movements for the 
i?^9Ti^^« M^ ^taíF arrived shortly after frqm 
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Haroy from whence they had ridden that morn- 
ingj brínging up also our servants and baggage. 
I resigned my seat in the cab, and moiinting a 
nag, on whose back I felt far more secure and 
comfortable, continued the route to Logroño, 
passing once more through the heroie little vil- 
lage of Ceneciro, and Fuenmayor. On arriving 
at the latter place, and finding that we were 
accompanied by the batterie de cuisine and pro- 
visión mules of the Commander-in-chief, who had 
preceded us in his carriage, his brother, Colonel 
Cordova, proposed that we should halt for an- 
other hour, and tax the curé''s generosity for a 
good bottle of Riocca wine, to add to the cold 
viands which the baskets were found to contain, 
and which proved to be delicacies rarely met 
with when campaigning. The curé proved as 
liberal in mind as he was known to be in poli- 
tical opinions; and so readily and so abundantly 
did he supply us from his well-stored cellar 
(the produce of the neighbouring vineyards), 
that right merrily did we continué our ride to 
Logroño. On our arrival there we found that 
news had been received, which, for the time, 
spread much enthusiasm amongst the Christino 
army, and considerably altered the chiefs pre- 
vious determination and intended movements, — 
Bcarcely ever absolutely known, in this unhappy 
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State of warfare, until an hour before they are 
put in execution, every trífling march of tlie 
enemy naturally obliging a change in the plans 
of their adversaríes. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Ye men who pour your blood for Queens as water, 
Wbat have tbey given your bravery in retum ? 
An beritage of servitude and woes ; 
A blindfold bondage where your bire is blows. 



Led partly:by a feeling of vanity, partly from 
the desire of exciting his own troops as well as 
from the general eflTect ; the wish of Cordovahad 
been that of entering Vittoria at the head of the 
British auxiliary troops, who were to march to 
that city on the first of December 1835, two 
days subsequent to our leaving Briviesca. Cir- 
cumstances had, notwithstanding, oblíged him 
to hurry back to that part of the army which 
was concentrated on the line of the Ebro and 
Navarre, and I shall therefore take this oppor- 
tunity of adding a translation of the order 
issued by this general to his troops a short time 
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previously, on the occasion of firítish aid entering 
the country to cooperate with his army. 

" The General in Chief to the army of operations 

of the North. 

** The auxiliary troops in the service of our 
august Queen, who are come to defend the throne, 
liberty, and our laws, — thereby contributing to 
the triumph of the projects of civilization, and 
to the establishment of tranquillity in this unfor- 
tunate country, which is at presen t the theatrc 
of the horrors introduced therein by ambition 
and fanaticism, — are arriving in numbers in our 
ports and are on their march to occupy provision- 
ally some of the fortified points in the insurgent 
provinces. On this account, and full of the 
confidence with which I am inspired by the sen- 
timents of the whole army towards such generous 
and gallant auxiliaries, I therefore particularly 
recommend to all chiefs, officers, and men belong- 
ing to the said army, to do honour to the senti- 
ments of the Spanish people, whenever they may 
be brought into comraunication with the said 
foreign troops^ and that they will convince them, 
by their attentions and fraternal amity, how 
grateful the nation and the army feel for the 
noble resolution, and that no other jealousy or 
rivalship can find entrance into our hearts than 

i2 
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what may be suggested by emulation and tbe 
noble príde of struggling on the field of battle 
for the laurel and the glory which are the due 
recompense of valour and heroism, shewing on 
all occasions our anxiety to retain the only pre^ 
rogative to which we can justly lay daim otct 
the said troops, vix. that in our own cause we may 
have the first post in the fatigues, prívations, 
and dangers of the war, and the last in taking 
repose. 

" I flatter myself that this gallant army will 
recognise me in these sentiments, not only as 
their chief, but also as the organ of thóse feel- 
ings by which that army is animated. I there- 
fore abstain from enumerating those most severe 
penalties, with which I will punish whomsóever 
shall fail in these respects, and in those sacred 
observances which we are called upon by hos- 
pitality and gratitude to fulfil towards the said 
foreign troops. 

(Signed) " Locis Fernandez Coedova. 

" Head Quarters, Logroño.'' 

Had the theoretically noble sentiments and 
feelings expressed in the above order ever beai 
put in practice, how sincerely, how árdently, 
would they not only have been fdt, but appre- 
ciated ; the world is, however, fully aware of the 
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absurdity and hypocrísy of the whole afiair, and 
the abundant jealousy, intrigue, and want, at 
times, even of courtesy, which have too painfully 
erased even the finer feelings that such an order 
at first occasioned in the breasts of all. 

Despatches having arríved at Logroño, inform- 
ing US that the división of Guergué,four thousand 
strong, which had been followed by Brigadier 
Vigo, was intOTcepted on the borders of Arragon 
by that general and part of the Algerine le- 
gión, who obliged him to retrace his steps to 
Navarre with a loss of two-thirds of his división, 
fpur hundred of whom had been made prisoners ; 
(news at the same time arrived, informing us 
that the Carlists were concentrating in consi- 
derable forcé in the neighbourhood of Salvatierra 
and the environs of Vittoria),and the coramander- 
iii-dbief was determined to rejoin the British 
auxiliaries, and enter that city in conjunction 
with them. 

His object in this measure was, as I have 
already stated, to produce a moral eíFect on the 
inhabitants and the world at large ; the former 
appeared to me to be seldom inspired, — what the 
latter might have been, I will not presume to 
infer. Indeed, the delusion of all parties 
throughout Spain is so great, from their having 
been so frequently and so cruelly deceived. 
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that their disbelief of each other is universal; 
and it was with much difficulty I could persuade 
manv of the Navarrese, and other inhabitants of 
the provinces through which I passed, previously 
to the English having appeared in a more cen- 
tral position, that a legión had actually arrived 
in the country. So great — so bitter is the de- 
termination of both parties to keep all conununi- 
catión from the soldiers, and to deceive and 
delude them by every species of exaggeration 
and falsehoody that on my questioning the Car- 
list prisoners as to their belief in the existence oí 
a Brítish auxiliary forcé in Spain, they unhesi- 
tatingly declared in the negative,-— their officers 
having assured them that England had only sup- 
plied arms, ammunition, and r^ clothing, in 
which the Christinos were habited. 

Previously to our leaving Logroño, I had the 
pleasure of witnessing the arríval of the fourth 
luittalion of the royal guard from Madrid, who 
carne to relieve the second battalion, who were 
once more to return to their homes and families 
and friends in the capital, after having served 
with the Army of the North since the commence- 
mcnt of the war. The numerical strength (rf 
these battalions vanes from eight hundred to a 
thouaand ; —the fourth being of the latter num- 
ber, the army were gainers by two hundred. It 
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has been imagined generally, until recent events 
have covered the Biscayan vallies with dead, that 
the loss arising firom the nature of the warfare in 
which these brave men had been and were to be 
engaged, has, generally speaking, been compa- 
ratively trífling, when reckoning the numerous 
engagements ;— such, however, is far from being 
the fact; and as one instance of hideous mortality, 
the gallant colonel who commanded the regiment 
about to bid adieu to their companions in anus 
assured me, that not less than ninety oíEcers of 
this individual battalion had fallen a saerifíce dur- 
ing the war,— many having been killed in action, 
and the remainder, having been taken prísoners, 
were shot, according to the barbarous practice of 
giving no quarter, adopted previously to the 
Eliot treaty. I can also add from the best au- 
thority, that more than one company, consisting 
of a hundred men of this battalion, had been 
entirely re-levied, every man having fallen. 

Feelings of sincere regret overwhelmed my 
heart, on hearing these painñil accounts of the 
comrades of this fine body of men, — as, headed 
by their beautiful band, plajdng patriotic airs, 
they marched with bright and gladdened coun- 
tenances from scenes of camage, fatigue, horror, 
and deprivation, once more to greet their friends, 
after so long an absence, amidst the dangers and 
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curses of civil war ; — fiar more painful were my 
feelings, at the knowledge of how few amongst 
those that were then on their retum ín Decem- 
ber, 1835, had left Madrid at the commencement 
of the war. Yet was this battalion (covered with 
military glory, and cherished for its good con- 
duct, discipline, and bravery by all Christino 
hearts), the first to draw their arms in the pre- 
sence of a Royal Mother, and by their reyo- 
lutionary bearing, to spread fi^sh convuláons 
throughout their already broken-hearted coun- 
try. 

To resume my account of our moTement^ 
which were constant and fatiguing, at periods 
oíTering incidents of more than common excite- 
ment and interest, at others presen tmg only 
scenesof desolation and regret; — I.must again 
retrace our steps by the banks of the Ebro, a 
Une of country which, to me, had already lost its 
novelty, to say nothing of eight Castilian 
leagues of most uninteresting road, with a bleak 
wind and drizzling snow, to which, throughout 
our ride, we were necessitated to submit, until, 
wet and half-frozen, we at last arrived at Haro, 
which place I have already described, It was 
always a source of pleasure when I retumed to 
the Legión, as I had there the society of my 
countr3rmen, and, however I might deplore the 
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cause that required their assistance, I could not 
but be interested in all their undertakings. On 
tliis occasion, I experienced the greater satisfac- 
tíon from the anticipation that a time was near at 
hand, when the combined forces of Cordova'*s 
army and the Legión would at length be brought 
into actíve service, and with such efféct, that the 
hopes of terminating^ the existing miseries of 
Spain would be considerably advanced; and auch 
hopes ought undoubtedly to have been realized, 
had not the ever-to-be-lamented jealousy, in- 
trigue, want of íirmness and decisión, so innate 
and so prominent in the Spanish character, high 
and low, at the present hour as in years gone 
by, proved a stiunbling-block to the best inten- 
tions of their allies. 

Such were the obstacles which the auxiliaries 
have had to contend with through the whole 
períod of their service ; a fact, which sufficiently 
proves, how numerous those must have been 
that oflfered themselves to be contended with, 
totally distinct from that which aróse from the 
numerical forcé of Don Carlos''s army : yet, 
were they ever unwilling to risk their lives when 
duty called ? To do them justice, particularly 
the officers, never! — yet, how well, how gene- 
rously all their sufFerings have been requited, 
their present state can best answer ! 

i3 
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We halted only one night at Haro; making, 
early the folloMring morning, our utmost speed 
by a mountainous and short road of only three 
leagues distance, to Miranda del Ebro. Here 
we expected to fall in with the auxiliary división. 
Their powers of marching had, however, proved 
so far superior to what Cordova had calculated 
on, that their good spirit and enthusiastic wish 
to overeóme all difficulties, had enábled their 
gallant general to continué his march at once to 
Vittoria. We therefore only delayed one hour 
to refresh ourselves at Miranda, and then rodé 
on to La Puebla, crossing the bridge of Arme- 
nion, which had been well restored and put into 
a very efficient state of defence, since the destruc- 
tion of it by the Carlists in the month of Octo- 
ber previous. 

In addition to the garríson, the small town of 
La Puebla was filled with the advanced guard of 
the Army of the North, which had arrived before 
US from Logroño, and, in consequenoe, our chief 
was anxious to continué his route ; yet the ni^t 
was coming on, and the danger on that Une of 
road, which was at all times unpleasant to pass, 
from the Carlist partidas, who are ever to be 
found moving about the woods and mountains 
in the neighbourhood, became more so after 
dark, and this coníirmed Cordova in the plan of 
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halting for the night. A slight attack on the fol- 
lowing day, proved what might have been our 
reception, had we continued our advance ; and 
írom all accounts gleaned on the road, the 
Brítish had preceded us by several hours. We 
were, therefore, compelled to look out for a rest- 
ing place ; it was not, however, until I had been 
drenched through and through, for the rain fell 
in torrents, that I succeeded in obtaining shelter 
even for my borses, and several hours had 
elapsed before I was fairly housed myself. 

Weary and dispirited, I threw myself on a 
dirty and uncomfortable bed, which I found in 
one comer of the miserable lodging that I had 
the luck of obtaining entrance to. No sooner, 
however, had I fairly settled myself within its 
drapery, than the horrors of dripping wet sheets 
discovered themselves. For this there was no 
remedy ; fire there was none, and I might have 
used my lungs in all the languages under- 
the sun without hopes of relief ; I therefore 
threw off the oíFending sheets, and, rolling 
myself in the blankets, thus passed a most 
disagr^eable night. The moming found me with 
evident symptoms of approaching fever, and as 
we continued our ride, I was overeóme with 
violent headache and suíFerings in all my bones, 
not at any time pleasant associates, but more 
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particularly disagreeable^ when obliged to submit 
to the jogging pace of a line of march, mounted 
on aa English thorough-bred, totally unac- 
customed to such a duty, and who, with a feeling 
of degradation at the solemnity of the pace, 
appeared to avenge himself by bumping me the 
more. 

In the course of conversation this moming with 
General Cordova, he informed me, that El Rio de 
St. Vicente, a noted Carlist leader, had been sur- 
prísed and taken with all his party. This indi- 
vidual has since been exchanged, and I under- 
stand was mortally wounded in a recent afiair. 
The rain continued to fall in torrents during our 
march, added to which, on our arrival at the 
village of Nandares, which is situated on the 
banks of the Zadora, we found the woody slopes 
occupied by a party of douaneros who, ever on 
the alert, saluted our ears with a few buUets, 
although at a considerable distance from the 
high road by which we were moving. Cordova 
despatched a party of his carabineros or escort, 
(whom I have already had occasion to mention), 
who speedily cleared the ground of these unwel- 
come intruders, one man only being wounded. 

On arriving within a league of Vittoria, we 
met with General Evans, accompanied by his 
staff, who had ridden forward to meet the 
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Commander-in-chief. Numerous congratuíations 
passed between all parties, on the Legión having 
penetrated so far into the Carlist country, and the 
generalas renewed health. We made our en- 
trance once more into the city of Vittoria amidst 
the acclamations of the inhabitants, the ringing 
of bells, flying of flags, and numerous other 
public demonstrations of joy, as pleasant to the 
eye, and as generous in outward appearance, as 
they were heartless and unmeaning. This 
picture, unfortunately, held forth no inspir- 
•ing hopes of future events. I was already 
too painfully aware of the want of those moral 
feelings on the part of most Spaniards, which can 
only be the means of eradicating the crimes of 
jealousy and intrigue from the heart. Even 
amid the abundance of this display, I could 
not banish from my mind the thought that, even 
when surrounded by the outward forms of good 
féllowship, ill-will and hatred were evidently 
lurking in their hearts, and the sources 
whence these honours originated have been 
only too painfully proved by all that has since 
occurred. The fever and illness which had over- 
eóme me during the moming, and with which I 
had in vain endeavoured to struggle, became 
worse, on my entry amidst the noise and bustle 
of such a meeting; by the advice of medical 
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men I was obliged to confine myself to my bed, 
instead of entering into any of the numerous 
festivities which were prepared for the meeting 
of the two forces in this city. 

The day following our arrival, the British Le^ 
gion, which then consisted, at the utmost, of five 
thousand efiicient men, were drawn out in the 
immediate vicinity of Vittoria for the inspection 
of the Commander-in-chief ; sickness, I regret to 
say, prevented my being present on this occasion. 
I was, however, much gratified by the opinión of 
more than one superior officer as to their steadi- 
ness and general appearance; the only fault 
generally complained of, was the ragged con- 
dition of their clothes. Surely, this fault could 
not origínate with General Evans, otherwise it 
would speedily have been remedied ; and I must 
observe, that it was more than once publicly 
declared, that clothes had been sent out by the 
Spanish agents in England. If such were the 
fact, which there is reason for doubting, 
some misfortune must have occurred to them e» 
route, as none had ever reached the head-quarters 
during the winter months of 1836, with the ex- 
ception of those supplied by a most exemplary 
English house at Madrid, and with few of these 
were the men enabled to supply themselyes, 
having received no pay for several months. This 
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deficiency was subsequently felt the more, from 
the very deplorable state of the convents and bar- 
racks in which the auxiliaries were quartered ; 
bedding of any sort not being supplied to one- 
fifth of the men, in consequence of which, hun- 
dreds of these unfortunate allies were necessitated 
to sleep in their clothes for weeks, on the hard 
stony floors, without even straw to protect their 
aching bones or to cover them from the incle- 
mency of the weather. The heart burns with 
indignation when referring to Cordova'*s order 
and beholding such scenes, which in themselves 
prove how cruelly and falsely the honourable 
sentiments therein expressed were acted up to, as, 
regards these ill used troops. 

After several days confinement to my bed, my 
health improved, and I once more rallied myself, 
being anxious to return to my duties, added to 
the anticipation of spme general movement to 
the interior of Álava. Whether the Commander- 
in-chief had at that moment formed any plan of 
(^rations, I am unable to state, as a courier 
arriving from Madrid infbrmed us, that the mi-* 
nister of war in company with General Álava 
(who was then proceeding by way of Santander, 
to take the Huties of ambassador at París) might 
be expected in the course of afew days at Burgos. 
Both commanders at oncedetermined to proceed 



184 ft£TüftX TO MIEAKDA. 

lo ihat town. I was rejoíoed at having so £eu: re* 
corered as to be enabled to accompany them, by 
which meaos I had an opportunity of visitíDg 
that anciait city, interestíng from the place it 
bears in the amials of the Peninsular war, and 
abounding with reminiscenoes of heroic deeds 
and senrioes, in additíon to its being the birth- 
place of the Cid. 

On the first day of our departure we only re- 
tumed to Miranda del £bro, at which place, 
having perfonned the joumey on lux^eback, we 
halted for the night. After having crossed the 
Ebroat this town, the sentim^its of the peasantry 
and inhabitants in general became altered ; so 
much so, that, if a band of guerillas, com- 
manded by the cure Merino, were not infesting 
the mountains in the neighbourhood of Burgos^ 
which was firequently the case, an individual 
might travel without an escort ; and even when 
this bloody-minded and cruel priest was on the 
south of the £bro, a small forcé of cavalry was 
a suffici^it protecti(Hi. 

The commander-in-chief was anxious that the 
minister of war, as also General Evans, should 
accompany him to the right of the Une of opera- 
tions at Pampeluna, previously to retuming to 
Vittoria. To this wish, General Evans had ac- 
ceded, and in consequence, not only sent back 
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oMers to Vittoria for the remainder of his staflP 
to meet him at Logroño, but determined also on 
taking with him the first regíment of auxiliary 
lancers, who then occupied the barracks of 
Burgos, for the better means of accommodation 
and conditioning their horses, in the anticipation 
that their appearance in Navarre might have the 
effect of opening the eyes of the inhabitants, as to 
the actual fact of there being such a forcé in the 
country, about which they had many doubts. 
With this intent, accompanied by a secretary of 
Cordová's, I hastened, the following moming, to 
Burgos, with orders that the regiment should 
prepare itself to march at a momentos notice. 

We did not this time attempt to avail our- 
selves of the cabríolet, but joumeyed en postCj 
for the better haste, that is to say, we rodé post-^ 
horses, post-ponies, or mules, — whatever, in 
short, each relay might be provided with,— this 
being a customary manner of travelling in Spain, 
particularly when bearing despatches. Being on 
royal service, we found no difficulty in obtaining 
quadrupeds, such as they were ; and, moreover, 
we were permitted to gallop these unfortunate 
animáis from post-house to post-house, holding 
them tight in hand, to prevent their taking a 
podtion of prayer, to which the appearance of 
their knees generally gave ampie testimony of 
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tbeir being well accustomed ; thus, notwith- 
standing the defects of our cattle, two hours^ 
travellingin this manner, brought us toBriviesca, 
a distaDce of seven Castíliaa leagues, — about 
four*and-tw«ity mfles. Here we halted to re* 
fresh ourselves, and change nags for mules, ánd 
found several batteries of the legión artill^y 
which had arrived only two days previously from 
Santander. 

On my informing the officer oommanding, 
that the two chiefs might be expected to pass 
through the town in the course of the aftemoon, 
on their road to Burgos, he ordered his batteries 
to be fully equipped, and drawn out on an open 
space fronting the posada, or inn, at which they 
were expected to change horses. I thus had an 
opportunity of witnessing, for the first time, the 
horses that had been sent out from England by 
the contractors, to draw the splendid pieces of 
light artillery provided by the British Govern- 
ment for the service of Queen Isabella : I have 
understood, that the sum of six-and-twenty 
pounds sterling was the contract price allowed 
by Spain for the purchase of these animáis; 
whether more or less, they were equally unfit to 
perform the severe work of dragging guns over 
many of the mountainous and bad roads of 
North Spain. The men, however, a number of 
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whom had already served in that superb and 
efficient branch of our own service, were well 
drilled in gunnery, and in a very tolerable state 
of discipline ; their favourable appearance at 
that period gave hopes of their future acts, which 
have been admirably sustained throughout the 
period of their service. 

We remained only a short hour at Briviesca, 
where, having provided ourselves with fresh 
quadrupeds, we again started for Burgos, at 
which place we arrived about seven o'*clock the 
same evening, having performed a distance of 
sixty English miles in about five hours. My 
first object was to discover the cavalry barracks, 
and deliver my orders : all the oíBcers appeared 
delighted at a move which might chance to bring 
them into active service, Burgos being totally 
free from the bustle and anxiety of those places 
nearer the theatre of active contention. It is 
surprising, — ^yet, on calmer reflection, how true 
is the fact ! — that the heart of a soldier, ever 
wretched during inactivity, thirsts for the occa- 
don which may bring him into scenes of blood- 
shed, where he, or those most his friends, may 
fall. 

My next search was for the house of the 
Marquis di Castro, where accommodation was 
prepared for the generáis, who shortly after made 
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thdr appearance. Neither the minister of war 
ñor Count Álava had then arríved ; and not 
having recovered from my recent illness at Vitto- 
ria, I was too glad to retire to rest. The variety 
of movements we had experíenced in our various 
changes during the day from horse to mulé, and 
mulé to pony, although without havingjolted our 
bones quite so much as did the French cab, had 
nevertheless, constituted a hard day's riding, 
under circumstances of some danger and anxiety ; 
and this was sufficient to exhaust one, already 
an invalid : — thus closed a day which to me 
was the forerunner of síckness and pain almost 
unto death. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



To horse 1 to hone 1 he quits, for ever quita, 
A scene of peace, though soothing to his soul. 



General Evans was on the alert the foUow- 
ing moming, and I accompanied him to the 
barracks, which we had time to look through, as 
the lancers were preparing to proceed on their 
march to Logroño. The building itself is en- 
th'ely of stone, and of considerable dimensions, 
having accommodation for at least íifteen hun* 
dred men and horses. The stables are large 
and airy, and well supplied with good water in 
the square of the barrack. Forage is also plen- 
tiful in the immediate neighbourhood, and of 
the best quality, that is to say, straw and barley, 
the only really good ration in that part of Spain, 
and from the vast and well cultivated plains of 
oíd Castile, always obtainable. The regiment 
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was not long in beíng ready, and mounted for 
the Une of march : the horses had gained much 
in thdr conditíon during the short period they 
had occupied this quarter. 

Many of the men, however, totally unaccus- 
tomed to riding on their arrival in Spain, had 
still but modérate seats on horse-back; never- 
theless, they looked healthy and cheerful, and 
well prepared to undertake the fatiguing duties 
on which they were about to enter. The bugle 
having sounded, this gallant regiment, consist- 
ing then of about three hundred mounted men, 
with bright countenances and high spirits 
formed into their respective troops, and bid 
adieu to Burgos. A few of the bitter monthsof 
the winter of 1836, added to sickness and 
want, reduced them to half their numbers, and 
their horses, írom want of proper forage, be- 
came weak, out of condition, and in many cases 
unfit for duty, such is the fate of war. , 

We now tumed our steps to other bbjects, 
and I experíenced much gratification in walking 
over the wc^-ks and heights of this ancient city, 
with one who not only had been there during 
the war of independence, but was fuUy oomr 
petent both&om his talent and lucid explanations, 
to add interest to every object worthy of notice, 
in this city. We visited the remains of the an- 
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cient castle, and from the eminénce on which it 
is placed, had a beautiful view of the extoisive 
and well cultívated valley of AUanson^ in which 
the city stands. At the castle, we found many 
men employed in w(»:king at the fortiñcations, 
who might have been far more useful elsewhere, 
and at the time it appeared to me a frivolous 
waste of men and money, so far from the scene of 
actual hostilities ; on the batteries were several 
pieces of splendid artillery of all sizes and calibre, 
why they were remaining useless at Burgos, was 
incomp*ehensible, when so much wanted on the 
Une of the Ebro, and at the suggestion of Grene* 
ral Evans, several were since sent to Miranda 
and Vittoria. We visited also the cathedral, 
which is a magnificent gothic structure in the 
form of a cross, with a single nave, the choir 
being beautifully omamented with carved oak : 
a vast sum of money has been recently thrown 
away on gorgeous and absurd modern decora- 
tions, the contributors to the payment of which, 
are doubtless amongst the number of those who 
supply the military chest of Don CarWs army. 
The convent of Miraflores, as also that of St. 
Pedro, the latter of which contains the resoains 
of the Cid, are also in the immediate neighbour- 
hood. The city of Burgos in itself is like moet 
others that it fell to my lat to see wbikt in Spain, 
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both dirtj and irregularly built; the public 
square being the principal object of attractíon. I 
should, however, in justice observe, that the con- 
stant interchange of trocas, added to the great 
anxiety that prevails in those towns near the 
seat of war, must necessarily affect the general 
attention to matters of minor importance; and 
the draining of resources, to supply the ex- 
pences of the govemment, shuts the public purse 
against all matters of improvement or taste. 
Having walked to every part of the town in hopes 
of meeting with objects to recall the ancient days 
of splendour of the city, but in vain, I proceeded 
to the house of the Marquis, where dinner was 
prepared for his distinguished guests. Mar- 
quis, or peasant, however, there appeared to me 
little difference in a Spanish dinner, which iü- 
variably commences with soup, good or bad, as 
it may happen; then bouilli, cabbage, and 
carabansos (a large species of dried pea boiled), 
and ends with dried raiáns, the intennediate 
plats, at times abundant, although from their 
oily composition rarely inviting. 

On this occasion, I was far too unwell to do 
justice to any fare, however tempting, and from 
an unexpected accident we were put to a very 
disagreeable inconvenience. Courtesy had placed 
a ropm at the disposal of General Evans, con- 
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taining a luxury of rare occuri^nce in Spain, in 
theformof agoodfire-plaoe, attheappearaBceof 
which his English servant i^as so much gratified, 
that, being determined to make the best of it, he 
heaped an unnecessary quantity of logs on the 
flame ; the consequence of which was, that the 
chimney, not having been swept for centuries, 
ignited, and the consternatioii amongst the house* 
hold became as over-whelming as it was rídicu- 
lous, for, haviog no idea of putting out the fire, 
ihej pulled the whole of the mantelfÁece and 
front of the room to the groimd ; thus we were 
not only deprived oí this Grod-seí^, but obliged 
to submit as a demier ressort to a brasero, or 
pan of bumiiíg embers, the preventative of cold 
in mos houses of Castile: this being placed 
under the table, roasted the feet of those who 
vrere near enough to take advantage of it, and 
left the body (for it was intensely cold) as frozen 
as before. 

During this dinner, a buming heat, accom* 
panied with shiverings, seized me, and the instant 
I had the power oí making a retreat, I hurried 
to mj bed, when I soon discovered that I was in a 
high fever. On the arrival of a Spanish medical 
man, who had been sent for, he bled me as I 
had never before been bled, and refusing my re- 
peated d^aiands for medicine, applied a blister to 
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the back of my head, he then left me with the 
unpleasant feeling of being at least unfit to 
follow the actíve operatíons of the army fot a 
length of time ; if not a subject for a Spanish 
grave. 

The following day, the expected ministers 
arrived; I was, however, unable to quit my 
bed; for the Spanish barber had the night 
previous made so free with his lancet, as to 
leave me from dcbility in a state of absolute 
helplessness. In this unfortunate dilemma, 
during which I exp^ienced the attentions of 
nianyfor whom I shall ever entertain a grateful 
remembrance, the Comroander-in-chief, in com- 
pany with the war minister and General Evans, 
left for Navarre, a circumstance which greatly 
added to my fevcrísh and excited state of health^ 
as I was naturally very anxious not to lose any 
opportunity of seeing active service. Count 
Álava, however, remained several days at Bur- 
gos, being like myself, an invalida and I hiad 
therefore an opportunity of once more seeii^ 
this amiable and excellent man, the friend of the^ 
Duke of Wellington, and now the sufferer for 
his honesty and manly firmness of opinión. 
Irritated and distracted by an illness which 
detained me inactive, and away from the army, 
I was glad tp take advantage of the kindness of 
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the then deputy of the city of Vittoria to return 
there in his carriage. Making, therefore, an 
effort to gain sufficient strength, I released 
myself from the hands of the leeches, as I was 
anxious for the assistance and advice of my own 
countrymen, although perfectly unfit to take 
such a journey. I nevertheless, happily suc- 
ceeded in accomplishing it without danger. The 
cousequence of so much fatigue compelled me, 
on my arrivali to return to a sick bed, from 
which I was not again free for several weeks. 
I must now, however, draw a veil over my own 
sufPerings in relating those of my comrades. 

General Evans had accompanied the Com- 
mander-in-chief to Pampeluna; anxious, how- 
ever, to return to his own head quarters, he was 
induced to remain there only three days ; after 
which, he hurried back to Vittoria, bringing as 
€m escort the first regiment of lancers, which 
had been halted at Logroño. The weather, 
which had been more or less severe since the 
commencement of November, now set in with 
imparalleled bittemess for Spain. The sickness 
amongst the troops which, until that period, had 
only partially shewn itself, gradually increased, 
with the alarming accompaniraent of typhus 
fever, which was daily gaining ground. The 
reply to all the inquines made of the medical 

k2 
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o£Boers as to the cause and origin of so dreadful 
a disease, and at such a period (^ the year, was 
invariably, that it was solely to be attríbuted to 
the want of prop^ accommodation, bad food, 
little dothing, and, índeed, the absence of all the 
necessaries of life. 

In rain did Greneral Evans make application 
after application to the Grovemment and the 
local authoríties, informing them of the probable 
consequences to the health of the army ; yet 
were these solemn representations and forewarn- 
ings (founded on the reports of the medical 
ofBcers and other evident facts) disregarded, 
although it was positively aiHrmed such priva- 
tions would vitally afiect the e&ciencj of the 
Legión; this a short time after proved too 
painfully to be the case, from the numerous 
deaths that constantly occurred. Difficulties 
were even experienced in providing the neces- 
sary arrangements for each day^s consumpticm, 
although again and again reports were made to 
those bound to supply them; and frequently^ 
when the men have been exhausted with hun- 
ger, has the ration been issued reeking from the 
slaughter-house. The consequences of tUs un- 
happy State of things had already begun too 
dreadfully to manifest themselves, when the 
general returned from Navarre on Christmas- 
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day. No exertion, — no fatigue of body or 
mind, — no sacrifice even of peñsonal property, 
was wanting on his part to counteract the de- 
presáng eiSPects of these unexpected calamities 
on the Auxiliaries. Numerous reports were in 
circulation at this perbd, with regard to the 
unhappy sufiPerers, and it has been generally 
imagined, that mueh of their misery was brought 
<Hi by excess ? fiír from it. During the worst 
part of the fever, and wben it was raging with 
its most baneful efiects, I was at Vittoria ; and 
I take leave to say, that my heart beats with 
national príde, when I feel I have the power of 
contradicting the calumny. 

Speaking comparatively, for the number of 
the trocyps, the efiPects of cold weather, and depres- 
sion throughout the dÍTision, I never witnessed 
a períod with fewer men in a state of intoxica- 
tiony or fewer cases of insubordination arising 
from drunkenness. In fact, from the períod rof 
my landing in Spain, and taking into consider- 
atioB the claiss of men recruited, and their 
previóus habits, I was astonished at the great 
sobríety of the whole foree. It is true, that 
they were for months wíthout the means of 
providing themselves with wine or spiríts of 
aiiy 9ort ; névertheless, when they had money, 
the drimkardd were not so numerous as might 
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have been expected from the cheapnéss of the 
wine. Alas ! I fear the privations of urant and 
actual misery, arísing from the bad &ith and 
neglect of those in whose cause they had em* 
barked, was the excess from which aróse their 
principal sufPeríngs, and not that of drink: 
very little wine, and that even of the worst sort, 
ever fell to thdr lot. Notwithstanding this 
dreadful state of calamity, that daily, nay, 
hourly discovered itself more distressingly, the 
men of the Legión manifested a spirít of courage 
and submission seldom equalled by far better 
troops. 

A variety of reports were in circulation as to 
the movements of the Carlists, and Cordova was 
daily expected to join the army at Vittoria with 
an additional forcé. That a combined move* 
ment would take place on his arrival we scarcely 
doubted, and all parties were equally in expec- 
tation that something at last was likely to take 
place. The Carlists had already fortified and 
barricaded themselves at the castle of Guevara, 
(which place I have already alluded to in my 
account of the actions of the S7th and ^th <^ 
October,) part of their forcé also occupying 
Salvatierra and Salinas, with the mountainous 
line of Arlaban which joins them, their outposts 
being in the immediate neighbourhood of Vit- 
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tona ; indeed, they carríed their daríng hardi. 
hood to such a height, that it was a well-known 
fact, that many of them were in the habit of 
appearing at night without the bamcades of the 
city, on the northem side ; and having received 
inonej and difiPerent articles from their friends 
within the walls, they actually discharged their 
fire-arms at the sentríes, as they said, to keep 
them on the alert. Such was their facih'ty 
of escape, that it was an impossibility to prevent 
such things from occurring, although ten thou- 
sand Christinos quietly reposed within the city. 
Cordova at last joined us from Navarre, ac- 
companied by the war minister ; and in conse- 
quence, reports daily thickened as to what would 
be the íntended movements. Fresh troops arrived 
with artilleryj — scaling ladders and intrenching 
tools without number, — ^no greater preparations 
could have been made had the taking of París 
been proposed. Guevara and Salvatierra were 
the only ñames pestered into our ears every 
minute of the day, to the great annoyance of all 
those who were really anxious to witness the ter- 
mination of so lamentable and unchrístian a 
war, without wasting valuable time and money 
in unavailable plans. It appeared from what I 
had already been informed, that it was the Com- 
Blan4er-in-chiers intention to make a. combined 
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moremoit on Salvatierra aad Guevara, and after 
having posseaaed himaelf cf these positions by 
strong^ j gairíaoníiig the former and occupying 
the latter, be ahouki in some measure be enabled 
to open the Une of the Borunda to Pampeluna : 
thas cutting off a great part of the Carlist coun- 
try, and diyidmg the kingdom of Navarre from 
the Provinces. This [dan m itself was not onlj 
feasible, — at least, I am indined to think so,— 
but its having been put into efiPect would doubt- 
less haré affbrded the most favourable results ; 
yet like numerous other plans, it was never exe^ 
cuted> and thus the object was lost; fresh excuses 
bdng each moraing in ciiculation, such as Cor- 
dová's iUness^r— want of money, — ^want of means, 
—and hetly, the non-arrival of the Algerine 
L^ioD> which was daily expected. 

This really magnifioent body of men, in forcé 
about three thousandbayonets, at lengtharríved ; 
and never had I witnessed finer troops, who 
finom their appearance^ OTganizaticMi, and disci- 
pline, gave a higher opinión of their power to 
contaid with all the difficulties and fatigues that 
were to be met with in such a war. A naticMial 
animoGÍty and spirit of hatred towards the French 
appears still to exist in the hearts of Spaniards, 
as no SOTt of «ithnsiasm showed itself (m these 
iniive men enteríng Vittcxia, although they had 
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already moBt successñilly dbtinguished them- 
selves against the Carlists in several affaírs since 
their first landíng at Barcdona. The discipline 
of these troops appears to have been very severe, 
even to the extent of death. Be it as it may, 
they were well commanded, and most eíBciently 
equipped ; and had not the same want of faith 
caused disoontent to enter their ranks as it did 
that of their allies, they would have been a most 
distinguished and usej^l división. Grenerally, 
the officers are French, and all words of com- 
mand are given in that language. The men, 
however, are of many nations, but principally 
Grermans and Poles ; the remainder consisting of 
Prussians, and a few Scotí^. 



K¿> 



sos CmOWSED STATE OF VITTORIA. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



Notre gloire est souvent, 
L' OQTnge d'un sourire. 



The arríval of this fine and \i^-appoÍQted 
Legión inspíred the Chrístino army, for the 
time, with fresh spirít and enthusiasm ; and a 
proper emulation evinoed itself throughout the 
troops of each nation to distinguish themselves 
against the ena:ny in the field of battle. Yet, 
firom a yaríety of causes that I am unable to 
explain, one delay followed another, until the 
consequences of the extremely severe weather, 
added to the crowded state of the troops from so 
large a forcé being within the walls, and in the 
immediate environs of Vittoria, began to show 
themselves in the worst of forms : the usual sup. 
ply even of forage for the horses could not be pro- 
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cured in sufficient quantities ; and a party of 
cavalry were therefore sent alinost daily to the 
neighbouring villages, when trifling affairs with 
some of the Carlist outposts constantly took 
place, — in one of which, some of the Brítish 
Auxiliary lancers had a regular steeple-chase 
after a few of the Carlist cavalry, and succeeded 
in taking four of them. 

To prevent in a measure the continuance of 
this State of things, General Evans determined 
on occupying several of the villages on the high 
Salvatierra road. In order to eflTect this plan, 
Matauco, Glarasa, and Elorriaga, were put into 
a state of temporary defence, the walls of each 
vülage being looped for musketry, and small 
guns placed on the church towers ; and two bri- 
gades of the Legión were ordered to take up 
their quarters in these outposts, by which means 
we were enabled to open the road on the northern 
side of Vittoria, for about two leagues ; all the 
villages on the southem side, through which ran 
the high Madrid road, being also placed in a 
State of defence, and occupied by the Christinos, 
as far as Miranda del Ebro, at which place the 
great danger then ceased. 

The Carlists, notwithstanding, were far from 
leaving our outposts unmolested ; every dark 
night they were certain to infest the yillages,and, 
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being guided by the light of the jácquet fires, 
they occanifífMilly diacharged their fireiocks into 
tbe midst ci the mea who were mjeyiDg the 
Uaze. Fortimately, scarody aae casualty oc- 
curred. 

DuiÍDg the time we were thus r^oaaininginac- 
tive at Vittoria and its vkmity, the chapelgoris, 
or pesitero men (as they were generally termed, 
from their pay amounting to that sum per diem,) 
oommitted several depredations ; and at laat, not 
being contented with theplunder of fbwl», áieep, 
&c., in which practice they were notoriously ae- 
camplished, they one day sueoeededin not only 
stealing the few silver omaments that remained 
in the yHlage church where they were quartered, 
but committed the sacrilege of purloining the 
host also, leaving the unfortunate curé, who 
attempted at first to reason, and then to defsnd 
the sacred property, more dead fhan alive on the 
ñoor of the church. 

On heariug of this o£fence, General Espartero 
made some few attempts todiscover tiie offenders, 
but without success. His aideavours proving 
fruitless, he ordered the battalion to parade in an 
open space without tbe gates of Vittoria, and 
having formed the remaining troops in sqtrare, 
they surrounded it witli íixed bayonets. Espar- 
tero then appealed once more to the men to give 
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up the ofiPenders. Tbis second attempt being 
équally unsuccessful, he promiscuously selected 
ten men frc»n the regimenti who were instantly 
bound and shot ; nine of them fell dead ; the 
remaining unfortnnate individual being only 
wounded, pleaded for mercy, which was awarded 
hioi, as he was a Frenchman, and solemnly 
denied having been near the ehurch. 

Doubtless^ a severe example was necessary on 
thís occasion, as robbery and plunder were not 
the most probable means of conciliating the un- 
fortunate people, irritated as they were by their 
many and lamentable triáis. It is, however, very 
much to be doubted, in the present state of 
dvilized nations, whether thus, ín cold blood, to 
deprive ten, perhaps, innocent men of their uves, 
after so few attempts to discover the true ofPend- 
ers, wasnot far too severe ; and I am satisfíed that 
the efiect it had upon the generality of the oíB- 
cers of the Legión, was anything but creditable 
to Espartero. 

The result of thís barbarity — for I know no 
other term for it — ^was that o£ causing many of 
the bxave men who had served in this fine corps to 
vd;um to their homes, and probably many joined 
the army of Don Carlos ; as although they were 
imder strict military discipline during their 
^period of service, this time was, nevertheless, 
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entirdj cfptíoosl, and they were firee to disband 
at anj momenL 

Tbe weatber did not improve, neitber did the 
dreadful state of sickness diminish ; meanwhile 
supplies and cash became daflj more difficult to 
obtain ; still we lemained at Vittoria, until the 
enthusiasm and good spirít of the troops had 
abnost subsided into murmurs and discontent. 

The anxious day, however, at length arrived, 
on which the combined forces were to march 
against the foe. 

The honr Í8 nigh : now hearts beat high ? 
Each sword is sharpened well ; 
And who dares die— wbo stoops to fly— 
To-morrow's liglit shall tell. 

Before giving an account of this movement, 
I shall insert a copy of the orders issued to the 
army by Cordova, on the ISth of Jañuary^ the 
day previous to our leaving Vittoria :— 

^^ General ordss. 

" Comrades ! — Forgetful of their former 
defeats on so many celebrated positions, and 
blinded by their overweening príde and confi- 
dence, the enemy are now on the heights of 
Arlaban, and have the presumption to defy our 
power, We accept their challenge: and to 
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satísfy your ardour, I am now ábout to lead you 
to battle— in other words, to victory ! 

^^ Let US all, then, cali to mind the deep obli- 
gations we owe to our country— to the throne— 
and to the reputation of this brave army — at 
once, our honour and our life : and the honours 
and rewards we have hitherto received would 
only serve to heighteu our humiliation, were, 
soldiers, the day ever to arrive on which we should 
lose these distinctions. 

" Comrades ! — I ask not your confidence — for 
I know the extent to which I possess it — but I 
ask of you to preserve that perfect order which 
insures victory in action, and which at all times 
reflects honor on the profession of arms. 

** Brave and generous foreigners, who are 
come to fight for the progress of civilisation ! — 
Let US see, animated by a spirit of generous emu- 
lation, to which nation fortune will to-day award 
her favours, and victory her brightest crown. 

'* My heart, it is true, desires and disputes it 
for the warriors of my own country ; but my 
equity will adjudge it to those who, the most 
&voured by fortune, shall have the best oppor- 
tunity of deserving it. The bond which has 
united our eflforts and our interests, places on the 
same basis the rights of those who fight for the 
cause of liberty. . 



ii 
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<^ Spaniah soliera !— Let us act Uke the cham- 
pions who were the most ancient possessors of 
freedom in Eurqpe. 

^^ Given at my head-quartars at Vittoria, 15th 
January, 1886, 

(S%ned) ** CoEDOVA.'' 

Head-quartets, Alburgo, 
Januaiy 16, 1836. 

** Soldiers of the Brítish Legión !— The above 
is the address of the Greneral-in-chief of the 
army — every word of which will, I know, find 
an edio in your own generous and enthusiastíc 
sfnrít. The moment, then, which you have so 
long desired, to engage in a general action with 
the enemy, is arríved. You will rejoice at this 
intelligence. 

^* In Brítain and in Europe your conduct exr 
cites the deepest interest. The sacred cause you 
have come to support is at stake. You wül, 
therefore, feel imperatively called on to display 
the most noble and energetic efibrts. I will only 
add one word more — and that is, to invite you, 
on approaching the enemy, to cali to mind that 
every step you take will be a sod already mois- 
tened with the blood, and illustrated by the 
imperishable glory of our countrymen. 

(Signed) "De L^cy Evans.'* 
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On perudng these ostentatious compositions, 
added to the uncioubted intelligence we had 
received of the Carlists being ín occupation of 
the heights of Arlaban, we were naturally led to 
suppose, that a general action was about to take 
place of more than common severíty, as the 
enemy^s poátíons were strong and mountaínous, 
^their right restíng on Salmas, and their left 
on Guevara and Salvatierra, 

The moming of the 16th of January saw an 
unusual bustle hi the streets of Vittoria : aíde»- 
de-camp and orderlies were early on the move 
with orders, and every face was stamped with 
that anxious appe^ranoe of hope and fear, the 
fore-runner of some great event, which it is 
almost impossible to describe; in fact, that 
general hurry and preparation which must 
always oecurprevious toactually getting twenty 
thousand men on the line of march. 

The weather was thick and hazy, and a 
drizzhng rain^ with every appearance of snow, 
added to the gloom of a January morning. 
Nevertbeless, at eight o'clock the troops were 
under arms, and soon after fairly on the move. 

Cordova, at the head of twelve battalions of 
infEOitry, and four squadrons of cavalry, com- 
posed of the lancers of the royal guard, and a 
^^imcnt of hussars, with several piecesof artil- 
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loT, jBd tlie vliole of tlie Algenne L^od, 
Bor«d OQ die Ugh road Id Fnmoe, towards Sa- 
finos and Moodn^im. The Biitish L^ion, 
oooásdng ci aboot deroi weak battalioiis of 
ÍB&DiiT, «idi fmr pieoes of aitíUay ; the first 
re^:ii]Kiit of «irriKaiy lanoos, mustering not 
moie tluDí 250 kanes ; one squadnn of Spanish 
csTaliT of tlie une ; tlie duipelgoris and Spanish 
Rgiment of Castüe, under the cxtlms of £1 
Pkstor, or Jauícguy— ooDstitiited the entire forcé 
oomraanded by Gcnenl Evans, which marched 
OQ thefaágh road to SalTaüena, by Glarasa and 
Matauoou 

The dirisiün of Esp ar tero, formed of about 
eigfat hattalions of infimtry, and a regím^at of 
cavalry of the líne, with artillary, which had 
been quaitered without the city of Yittoria, in 
some of the villages <m the Villaieal road, con- 
tinued their mardi towards that town; thus 
forming the left of our line of operations, with 
Cordova in the centre^ and Evans on the 
right. 

As we had not been previously informed as to 
the intention of this combined movonent, with 
the exception that we might expect a general 
engagement ; and knowing that both the castle 
of Guevara and Salvatierra were occupied by 
the enemy, we were naturally led to conclude, 
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as we formed the right, and were marching 
towards those points, that Cordova had allowed 
US the honour of bearing the brunt of the battle, 
notwithstanding the Carlist forces that were 
supposed to hold the strong and mountainous 
positíons of Arlaban. Having arrived about 
mid-day on the open ground, to which the high 
road leads, shortly after passmg the village of 
Matauco, Greneral Evans formed, and halted 
his forces on a commanding ground that over- 
looks the valley of Guevara, from whence we 
could distinctly observe with our glasses that 
the castle was in the possession of the Car* 
lists, who had also thrown up entrenchments on 
the mountain sides. The village of Mendyg- 
har, about a mile and a half in our &ont, was 
also held by about two companies of Carlists. 

The curé Isadore, who was anxious to pos- 
sess himself of this commanding spot, and who, 
I ought to mention, had been attached to Gene- 
ral Evans's forcé, advanced with about fifty of 
his hardy guerillas, and succeeded in driving 
them from the village. On seeing this. General 
Evans, with his staff, rodé forward more dis- 
tinctly to observe the enemy's forcé and move- 
ments. The two companies who had previously 
been in occupation of the village, had thrown 
themselves independently into a thick wood 
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which skirted the base of the poeition; and 
although at some distanoe, they were still suffi- 
ciently near to indulge U8 with the unceasing 
music of their bullets. 

As far as we were able lo judge, about five 
battalions were halted on the motmtain slopes in 
our ÍTont, and a squadron cht troop of lancers 
were quietly seated on their horses in the valley 
below. These not Hking to be too dosely recon- 
noitred, made a movement to advance, supp(»*ted 
by a line ctf tiraiUeurs. 

The General and his staff only being present, 
it was judged prudent to get out of their fíre, 
upon which they instantly made a sucoessful 
rush to regain possession of the viUage, a few 
only of the curéis men having Heen left there to 
defend it; Their good f(»-tune was, however, 
<Hdy momentary, as the instant General Evans 
perceived their intentions, he ordered up the Ist 
regiment of the Legión, who^ with fixed bayo^ 
nets, and almost withoul fíring a shot, with much 
coolness and gallantry drove the Carlists out of 
the village, and down the opposite hill. We 
had however, the misfortune to lose a brave 
serjeant, who was shot through the heart on 
entering the main street. The Captain of the 
leading company and a few of his men werealso 
wounded ; as also the aide^de-camp of Brigadier^ 
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Greiia*al M^Dougall, who was badly hit in the 
head. 

About this time, we distinctly heard much 
firing, which sounded up the valley on our left, 
towards Azua, evidently proving that Cordova 
was engaged with the main body of the enemy. 
The firing continued several hours, yet we nei- 
ther moved in advance, ac to his support. This, 
at the moment, led me to conceive that Cordova 
was mo ving by the valley to attack Guevara in the 
rear, having given orders that we should support 
him in front or enter Salvatierra. What, how- 
ever, were his wishes or intentions it was then, 
and has since been, impossible for me to discover. 
I am, however, fuUy satisfied that General 
Evans had strict orders not to advance too far, 
which he was naturally obliged to obey; other- 
wise I have no hesitation in asserting, that the 
castle of Guevara might have fallen into the 
hands of the Legión with a very trifling loss. 

In the course of the aftemoon, the firing on 
our left considerably decreased, and the Carlists 
made a trifling movement to re-occupy the vil- 
lage of Mendyghar. They were, however, 
speedily repulsed by a spiríted advance of two 
companies of the third regiment of the Legión» 
when a captain of that corps received a shot 
through the leg. Thus ended and was lost, an 
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oppcntumty of defeating the enany and gaining 
possession of one of their strongest positions. 
Such a ñivourable chance of taking possession of 
one of the enemy's strong-holds with litüe rísk, 
has never since cccurred duríng the war. The 
failure, most assuredly, may be traced to Cor- 
doTa, as not ooly Greneral Evans himself, but 
every man on the ground, was most anxious to 
attack this favouríte position of the enemy. 

Nevertheless, however superior his judgment 
might have been, he was £eu- too prudent to cali 
forth the anger of those under whom he was 
serving, which would have heen the case even 
had he gained the most favourable result ; 
and, on the other hand, care had been taketi, by 
limiting the extent of his power, not to allow 
him to gain the laurels in which they were nei- 
ther present to participate, ñor would have the 
means of bestowing. 

At dusk, we took up our quarters for the 
night at the villages of Arbulo and Matauco, 
the head-quarters being at the former place. 
During our march to these places, we had reason 
to expect the Carlists would have taken advan- 
tage of the darkness of the night^ and their 
knowledge of the country, to molest us ; they, 
ftevertheless, remained at their bivouacks on the 
mountain slopes of Guevara, 
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Both Matauco and Atbulo are small and 
poor villages, almost entirely deserted by their 
wretched inhabitants, who are to a man, either 
voluntarily or by forcé, doing duty with the Car- 
lists. The former place, which I have ab'eady 
mentioned, is on the high road from Vittoria to 
Salvatierra, about two leagues from either place, 
and had been recently occupied, and placed in á 
temporary state of defence, by the Legión. Ar- 
bulo was about half a league to its left, towards 
Guevara. 

Our lodging for this night was, as may be 
conceived, of the worst description, and, not- 
withstanding the bittemess of the weather, added 
to a drenching cold rain, we had much diíBculty 
in getting our horses under cover, all passages 
and even some kitchens being put in requisition 
for stabling. The curé's house, being generally 
found the most commodious, was on these occa- 
sions allotted to the chief and his staíF. Unfor- 
tunately, the curé of Arbulo was neither the 
richest ñor the best provided of his cloth, and 
consequently the whole of the head-quarter stalF, 
and about ten horses, took up their berths fw 
the night in two small rooms, a passage, kitchen, 
and one stable. 

The staíF party, to whose lot fell one of these 
rooms, was particularly agreeable, and, what 
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witfa a €old pie md plortj of sinrw, ipould hmve 
made oot the fl%ht in dawetj had not oae of the 
Quioter-flunler GenenTs department, wfao, al- 
though Dol porticiilaily gn^cn to mfliCary diaw- 
ing, was ^'crjr much so to sDoring, and having, 
during the flKxnii^, been tadier faniised by a 
summenet bom bis unrul j nag, added doubtkss 
to some horrid dreams of the prerious day^s 
affair, kept us awake die whole ni^t, iiotwitb- 
standing the YoUey of boots and spurs that 
were showered at bis bead to stop bis dieadfíil 
noiaes. 

The foUowing morning, we early quitted our 

straw beds, and not baTÍng witneesed the g^ie* 

ral action the day previous, we were on the qui 

vive for the battle and sLiughter that all dedded 

must take place. No rntelligoM» wfaatever had 

then been recei ved firom Cordova, who, we judged, 

could not have been more than a league and a 

half distant on our left, and the men being 

formed in Une of march, we moved in the direc- 

tion of Azua, to form, as we imagined, a con- 

junction with that General, instead of taking the 

road to Salvatierra. 

On arriving at the above-named village, which 
we did without firing a shot, no intelligence was 
received fix)m the Commander-in-chief, whose 
advanced guard we expected would momentaríly 



\ 



P08ITI0N pF AZUA. SI 7 

appear ín sight ; the rear brígade was therefore 
halted, with a squadron ot cavalry, to occupy 
Azua. The remainder of the troops, passing the 
Zadora ríver by a small bridge wbich crosses it 
at the northern entrance of the village, marched 
on to Zuaso di Gamboa, and took possession of 
a strpng position immediately on its ríght, whích 
commanded the entire valley on the north of the 
Zadora, leaving the castle of Guevara and Salva- 
tierra a considerable distance on our right; the 
heights of Arlaban and the village of Marietta 
in our immediate front, with the valley by which 
we expected Cordova to advance, and which 
runs tüwards Villareal and the high French road 
on our left, with the village of Nanclares di 
Gamboa in our rear. 

Thus situated, and still without any decided 
order from the centre, or any satisfactory ac- 
count of the firing which we had heard the pre- 
peding day, the men were ordered to light their 
bivouack fires, to protect them from the severity 
of the weather, and prepare themselves to pass 
the night in the open air; as, the days being 
very short, the dusk of the evening was alr^ady 
coming.on. During this state of things, we 
were quietly observing with our glasses a few 
Carl¡§t lancers, who were hovering about the 
village of Marietta, to watch our movements, 
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when firíng fram the left again saluted our ears, 
which evidently assured us that Cordova was 
engaged at no great distance. 

General Evans then determined to make a 
slight movement to his front, and oonsequently 
ordered tbe rifles and chapelgoris to endeavour 
to possess themselves of tbe village of Marietta, 
which appeared to be occupied by a small forcé 
of the enemy. This they entered, the Carlist 
lancers instantly retiring towards Guevara, with- 
out making any attempt to stand. 

We then fired several volleys of musketry, in 
order to inform tbe Commander-inF<;hief of our 
ndghbourly posítion. This, however, brought 
no farther orders. Tbe greater part of the men 
remained therefore in bivouack during the night, 
as the villages were exceedingly small, and af- 
forded but scanty accommodation ; scarcely an 
inhabitant having remained, with the exception 
of bere and tbere some oíd women and children. 

The padreas house, as usual, bad been pro* 
vided for the Greneral and bis staff at Zuaso di 
Gamboa, few of the other officers, on this occa- 
sion, being boused, Even tbe brígadiers, in de- 
fiance of very severe frost, remained all the night 
bivouacked with tbdr brigades. I felt much 
commisaration for our simple and broken- 
hearted bost, the curé, wbo complained bitterly 
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of the miseries and devastations of the cruel and 
unhappy war, in the midst of which he in vain 
endeavoured to foUow his peaceful calling ; and 
I must say, in appearance, if not in heart, he 
endeavoured, by contríbuting as much as in his 
power to our wants, to act the part of a true 
Chrístian. He was doubtless in policy, as in 
heart, a true partizan óf him who had been the 
means of adding, by his unfortunate situation, 
to the many woes of his unhappy country. 

We passed the first night quietly bivouacked 
without any occurraice worth mentioning. A 
brilliant January sun shone upon our positions 
the following moming, yet no orders from Cor- 
dova^s army greeted our ears, although the curé 
Isadore, who had already found his way to 
head-quarters, was retumed to inform us that 
the Christino arms had been successful, having 
driven the Carlists from their strong-holds on 
heights of Arlaban. Such favourable intelli- 
gence naturally led us to believe that in con- 
junction with, orin support of Cordova^s forcé, 
we should either follow up the enemy to Salinas 
and Mondragon, or make a movement to our 
right to take Guevara. 

Our State of existence, thus bivouacked in the 
inonth of January, had already become one of 
much uneasiness and diñiculty, as, notwithstand- 

l2 
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ing Vittoria was only two leagues in our rear, it 
was nevertheless out of the question attempting 
to bring up any supplies without detaching a 
considerable forcé by way of escort, and nothing 
whatever was to be obtained in the villages 
around us, not even a loaf of bread, added to 
which we had already received intelligence of 
the barbarous murder of one of our commissa- 
ries, who had attempted to join our troops with 
several mules laden with spirits without a suffi- 
cient guard. 

This State of things must appear almost ridi- 
culous in a civilized country. It is nevertheless 
literally and absolutely a fact, that the instant 
an anny moves to the interior of the provinces, 
a hundred Carlist parties are on the alert to cut 
üff every communication in their rear ; and not 
only do they succeed in occasionally possessing 
themselves of supplies intended for their enemies, 
but by hovering like eagles round thé army, and 
frequcntly within sight, are ready to pounce 
lipón any unfortunate straggler or loiterer who 
niay be fool-hardy enough to leave the column. 

In this dilemma, we remained until the after- 
noon of the second day (namely, the 18th of 
January), when General Evans, seeing the inac- 
tivity and discomfort by which he was sur- 
rounded', determined on ríding across the coun- 
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try, accompanied only by his staff and a small 
escort, in search of the Commander-in-chiefs 
head-quarters, in order that he might have a 
personal intei;view. Having, therefore, crossed 
the Zadora in our rear, we passed through the 
village of Nanclares di Gamboa, and then took 
an oblique direction for about a league and a 
half towards the high French road, in order to 
fall in with Cordova^s army. Being mounted 
on English horses, we crossed the country at a 
rapid pace, and soon fell in with a squadron of 
lancers of the royal guard, who informed iis the 
Commander-in-chief was at Arroyaba in their 
front, and they were then protecting the rear of 
Cordova's anny, who were on their return to 
Vittoria. Conceive our astonishment on pas- 
ing the Algerine legión, who were marching 
direct for that city, as if nothing had occurred, 
or nothing more was to be attempted. 

We at last succeeded in finding out the hero 
of Arlaban, who was comfortably seated by the 
village fire at his quarters, where he gave audi- 
ence to our general, and stated his intention of 
returning to Vittoria.* 

* I llave sínce been informed that Cordova sent an aide-de- 
camp to inform General Evans of his intentions. If such 
was the case, and I candidly confess I doubt it, he never 
arríved. Yet did General Evans, at much personal risk, 
succeed in finding out his residence, and in obtaining an 
interview with him. 
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He appeared períiectly satisfied with the result 
of bis two dajs* campaign, which conaisted in 
haTÍng driven the Carlists frcnn podtíons, which, 
in all probability, they never intended to keep; 
and this with the loes of more than two hundred 
and fifty Idlled and wounded, who were carríed 
into Vittoria, to which may be added some of 
bis best officers, and three of bis aides-de-camp, 
one c^ whom, perhaps the most rising and 
talented young man in the whole army, was 
kiUed. 

I made sev^al anxious inquines of the French 
offioers, as to the part the Algeríne legión had 
taken in these afiairs. Every account, both 
frcHn them as also from the Spanish oíBcers, con- 
finned thdr haying acted most gallantly, when 
called upon ; and I am credibly informed, that 
with the bayonet, they drove the Carlists from 
several very fonnidable positions, their band 
playing in advanoe even under the íire of the 
enemy. Several Christinos who were serving in 
the corps of prisoners, formed by the Carlists, 
endeavoured to pass over to them, but were 
bayoneted to the number of thirty. 

As the Algeríne legión do not profess to give 
quarter (at least, such I then understood to be 
the case), and when it is eonsidered how little 
mercy they have experienced at the hands of the 
Carlists^ it is scarcely surprising that they should 
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revenge themselves ; although I cannot for one 
moment imagine that so atrocious and inhuman 
a spirít can exist amongst officers, who, gene- 
rally speaking> belong to the French army — this 
being a suíficient guarantee for their bravery and 
good-feeling, as men. 

Their loss during the 17th and 18th of Janur 
ary was something inconsiderable. 



i 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



Such be tbe sons of Spatn, and stiange her fate I 
They figbt for freedom who were ne?er free ; 

A kingless people for a nervous state, 

Her vassals combat when their chieftains flee, 
Tme to tbe very slaves of Treacbery. 



After the interview, we retumed to Zuaso 
di Gamboa, but not by the same road as that we 
liad taken in the moming. Had we done so, we 
might have figured on some oak branches as 
food for the ravens, as the Carlists were already 
hovering on the rear of Cordova^s army. The 
general appeared satisfied with the intelligence 
he had received, and, of course, it would have 
been neither courteous ñor dutiful on our parts 
to express our opinions. We were, neverthe- 
less, far froni satisfied with the indignity with 
which we conceived our chief had been treated. 
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Once more we joined the Auxiliaries, who still 
held the same positions, their bivouack fires 
buming brightly, as the cold and early closing 
winter"*s evening set in. The General, in person, 
visited each picquet and out-post, and then 
retired to his quarters at the padré's, but scarcely 
to rest, as he never quitted his clothes during 
his absence from Vittoria* 

Espartero's división, which had been ordered 
to support US, and two regiments of San Fer- 
nando, arrived late that night at the village of 
Nanclares di Gamboa, in our rear. This intel- 
ligence still gave us hopes of doing something. 
Yet did we remain that night and the whole of 
the following day bivouacked, thanks to Cor- 
dova, and, in all probability, a laughing stock 
to the enemy, who were doubtlessly comfortably 
housed; — the intense coldness of the weather 
must have almost equalled that of the North 
Pole, The moming of the 19th of January 
commenced with a fog, and which, I may truly 
say, lasted without intermission during the whole 
day, of such density as literally to prevent the 
sight of objects only a few yards distant, in a 
country to which we were total strangers, which 
made it a matter of considerable danger, as we 
were just as likely to ride into the enemy's 
elutches as to our own cantonments. At least^ 

l3 



A&ftlTAI. (XF A DKSEmT£K. 

I cm mswer Cor mjsel^ fcr hsvHig beeñ sent 
fram Zumbo to Asu, widí aorae oiders rdativé 
to tfae csTabj, I wis mote dim half an hour in 
perfonning tlie datj, althougli tlie distanoe was 
only half a lei^ue; and eren tlien, I rodé intp 
tbe nver instead of orer a bridlge. 

A ludíy hit of tbe Caiüsts, alid no tbanks to 
C<»doTa,at length rekaaed ns fionl cnir dejdora- 
ble oonditicxi. Fromn kgs and empCy süomachs 
were aheady begbming too phhdy to ¿EsooTer 
that men cannot Uve withoiit feod, whatever 
Úiár oouiage may b&— ¡«od finat will diill the 
body, ÚKxigh the heait may aBU be waim. 
Towards evenhig a deaertET, at kast so cálled, 
presented faimsdf at bead-qoarters, ititiá with a 
bunentable tale of bad treatmebt, no !food, equally 
Mttle pay, constant manjiing, &c l^ tbe bye all 
false, with the exceptión of Ae latter ; endea- 
voured by sach means to in^pose upon credolous 
ears, ever ready to listoi to aadi tales ; paiticu- 
larly bis own ooantrymenbdongiBg totbe army, 
who wae attached to the L^^ion, and given 
to a little rranancii^, themseives, (Dios gemida!) 
they kindly allowed tíieir bréthien* m anns an 
eqttal proportion of credufity. 

This indiridoíd sokmnly dedared, over and 
over agam, knowing the whole time thait he 
was uttering the most baieAuxd falsdiood. 
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that thirty battalions of the Carlists were 
within a kague of us. The effect was plea»- 
ing, as tbe Genend wisely ooncdving that he 
had no right to rísk his small forcé on a chance 
against so superior an enemy, at least in number, 
at once took suitaUe precautions» and gave 
orders that at the dusk of the evening his troops 
should gradually retire auross the Zadora, and 
take up fresh positions an the left of the Azua. 
This movement, which oc»nnienced about eight 
o^clock at night, terminated about two o'clock 
the following moming. The arrangement hav- 
ing been admirably planned, was executed in as 
soldierlike and as orderly a manner as was possir 
ble to conceive, let the General have been who 
he might ; and considering our ¿Drmer position, 
which was one of infinite danger in case of attack 
(tbere being ooly two small and narrow bridges 
over the Zadora by which we could possibly 
retreat) was no less a wise one. 

Had the Carlists attempted to h^ve fallen on 
our rear (as by some was expected on our passing 
these bridges, which, from their extreme narrow- 
ness would allow only three men to pass abreast, 
and which, consequently, occupied a very consi- 
derable time) they would have caused us some 
loss. Yet in all probability they would have 
been repulsed, as every man in the legión was 
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exa^rated at the cruel and cold-blooded murder 
of the oommissary on the day previous, and the 
no less indignant treatment we had receíved from 
other parties. 

Greneral Evans remained this nigfat on horse- 
back, surrounded by his staff, until the last man 
had passed the bridge. The fog was densely 
thick, and the weather so bitterly cold as per- 
fectly to freeze us on our borses, yet bis anxiety 
for the safety and comfort of his men far ex- 
ceeded any selfish feeling towards himself, 
although his health was very indiíFerent. 

The absurd story relative to the thirty Carlist 
battalions, as from the beginning I felt satis- 
íied, was a falsehood ; for I scarcely believe the 
Carlist forces at that periód could number so 
many regiments ; as only a shórt time previouály, 
they had been curtailed in nunibers, although 
augmented in strength. The fact, however, 
tumed out of there really haviñg been thirteen 
battalions within some short distance of us the 
preceding day, whoj instead of having the 
slightest intention of seeking an engagement, 
were quietly retreating themsdves towards Sali- 
nas and Mondragon ; and fearing the Legión 
might not only molest their march, but also de- 
prive them of their mules, oxen, carts, and other 
vehicles which they required to transport their 
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wounded in the late a£Pairs ; and knowing that 
at times John Bull was apt to be credulous, they 
sent one of their men as a deserter, who was 
kind enough, by his well-told tale, to break up 
our useless and miserable bivouack at Gamboa. 

The last man had nót passed the river until 
two o^clock in the morning ; picquets were then 
placed at the head of each bridge ; but not until 
every precaiition had been taken, and every post 
visited, did the General retire. We had break- 
fasted, it is true ; the meal, however, which was 
of a scanty nature, and not of the most luxu- 
rious description, had been despatched early in 
the morning, to prepare us for any thing that 
might occur during the day. From that time 
until three the following morning, nothing had 
passed our lips in the way of refreshment, with 
the exception of a bottle of brandy and some 
biscuits, shared amongst numerous candidates, 
added to which, for more than ten hours we had 
been on horseback, and during the greater part 
of the time we were inhaling a dense and un- 
healthy fog, cióse to the riveras banks. 

Human nature will undergo much fatigue and 
privation, whére excitement: and hopes of glory 
and distinction inspire the feelings and warm 
the heart. But when those ingredients are want- 
ing to act upon the animal spirits, the bodily 
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foroe at length gives way. We were, therefore, 
in a considerable state of fatígue and hunger, 
wfaen we entered Azua, where a bouse had been 
prepared for the GeneraL I mean by being pre- 
parad, that tbe doors were thrown open to receive 
6uch few comforts as he was enabled to take 
under such eircumstanccs, and to admit of cover- 
ing from the iaclemency of the weather. It must 
not be imagined that any oomfortable fires 
blazed on the hearth, (x substantial delicades 
smoked upon the board ; on the contrary, lucky 
did we consider ourselves at the discovery of a 
kitchen chimney to admit of a few buming logs, 
by which we were too glad to pass the níght. 
Beds being a luxury seldom looked fcH* or ex- 
pected, and, indeed, a bench by the iire was, in 
my opinión, a berth far prrferabie to the com- 
pany (^ the famished companions of a Biscayan 
couch. 

About ten o\;k)ck in the moming. General 
Oráa made his appearance from Vittoria, accom- 
panied by several of the Spanish staff, and an 
escort of cavalry, being himself the bearer of 
orders from the Commander-in-cfaief, for our 
retum to that town. At that time, with the 
exception of an occasional vidette of cavalry, 
which appeared on the heights of Arlaban, or at 
Guevara, to our front and right flank, there was 
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not the slightest i^^)earanoe of án enemy being 
within our immedkte neighboiirhood. If such 
was the case, they were by far too good judges 
of their strength and our positions not to have 
attacked us, had diey any chance of success. 

Under these circumstanoes, and with a general 
feeling of disappolntment and disgust at havíng 
been several davs etposed to the most severe 
weather, bivouácked under the canopy of hea- 
ven, without i^üpplies or the means of obtaining 
tbem, and xdthout the slighteel; ostendble pur* 
pose, or favourable result, after the gl(»ies we 
had been led to hopeand look for, we were natu- 
rally glad to return once more to our quarters 
in Vittoria, bad as they were. To add to our 
óther discomforts, the men were already shewing 
the raváges of sickness, caused by prívation and 
exhaustion. 

A rídiculous afiair oceurred to one of the 
oflicers of the legión, who belonged tothe quarter- 
master-general''s department, which as it took 
jdace immediately previous to our leaving Azua, 
I must here relate. The individual in question, 
or his seryant,had left a pony (whetherof the true 
Andalusian breed or not, I am unable to affirm) 
in the kitchen or shed of one of the houses of 
the village of Zuaso di Gamboa. In the hurry 
of moving the preceding evening, this valuable 
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property had been overlooked and forgotten. 
The owner, after having made numerous unsuc- 
cessful inquiries for the nag, determined to return 
to Gamboa in search of it ; and, as our picquets 
were stiU stationed at the brídges which imme- 
diately enter that village, he concluded he might 
perform this trip without danger. Having 
passed the bridge and entered the village, he 
at length discovered the place of his late abode, 
and, on tiptoe, was gazing in anxious hopes of 
finding his lost property, when, on tuming his 
head, he discovered four or five of the Carlist 
cavalry, who were preparing to salute him with 
the point of their lances. 

Pony and every thing else was instantly for- 
gotten, and like a shot from a gun he flew over 
the bridge, not stopping until he arrived safely 
at Azua, where, amidst peáis of laughter, he 
told the dreadful tale. Whether his heated ima- 
gination, caused by anxiety for the reoovery of 
so valuable a portion of his stud, had an imme- 
diate efFeCt on his visión, which induced him to 
take some of our own nien for Carlists, I know 
not; but the speed with which he performed 
the distance between Zuaso di Gamboa and 
Azua, about one 9iile and a half, would cer- 
tainly have entitled him to a place in the Derby. 
Should this account meet the eye of him to 
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whom it alludes, I beg he will consider it, as it 
was meant, in good.natured remembrance of what 
is past. 

The black flag stiU floated in the breeze on the 
top of the ancient castle of Guevara, as if in 
derísion of our arms ; and as we commenced our 
retrogade movement, many were the regrets that 
we had not had the opportunity of planting our 
own standard in its place, and alsa of possessing 
óurselves of Salvatierra — ^both of which I am of 
opinión we might have done without any consi- 
derable loss. 

The distance from Azua to Vittoria, in a 
southem direction by the cross-country road, 
passing through Arbulo, and joining at Ma- 
tauco the high Salvatierra road, that by which 
we marched, is about two leagues in distance. 
One brigade only of the Legión, with the Ist 
Regiment of Lancers, entered Vittoria. The rie^ 
mainder halted, and took up their quarters at 
Matauco and the remaining villages between 
that place and the city. 

During our moming^s march, we were amused 
by thé chase of a horse, which, from being both 
saddled and bridled, had evidently left its rider 
in no very agreeable situation. Wé at length 
took possession of the animal, and on opening 
the valise, which was strapped to the hind part 
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of the saddie, we discoTered it by its oontents to 
have bdoDged to a padre» who» probaUy, was 
making bis way rather too speedily towards the 
Carlkts, when he fEÚled in his horaemanship at 
the 8Íght of our foroes, andlefit us in undisputed 
powessioQ of a good hc»:se, a cake or two of 
chocolate (the travdlmg companion of almost 
every Spaniait]), and a olean shirt carefiilly 
wiapped in paper. 

Having watted until the outljóng troops of 
the L^on had taken up thdr quarters» the 
Genera] and his staff rodé on to Yittoria^ wh&e 
Cordova had been comfortafaly housed two day s 
before ; and thus ended onr hopea of glory and 
oombmed attacks on the enany, which the general 
order that was issued naturally led u& to expect. 
For three weeks previous to our leaving Vittoría» 
tiothing had been talked of but the taking of 
Guevara and Salvatierra. BattaMon after bal*» 
tallón had arrived to reinforce the army'-^artü* 
lery had joined us from Burgos— sappers and 
miners fix»m the same place ; and yet this foice 
had marched towarda the enemy, and retumed 
with more than two hundred wounded, and 
nearly the same number wom out ñrom fatigue 
and sufiering, frc»n the sevmty of the weatlier, 
and constant exposure to the damp and chill 
d the winter^s ni^t air. Still, the Carlist 
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standard remained untouched at Guevara, still 
the town of Salvatierra y/as in the quiet posses- 
sion of the enemy. The Spanish Commander-in- 
diief, notwíthstanding, felt satisfíed ; ít is not, 
however, to be ooncluded that all other parties 
were so. 

If the glories of proving to the Carlist that 
the Christino troops were in sufficient forcé, and 
fo(d-hardy enough to drive them from positions 
which they could not or would not maintain, 
was alcme required, it is only what we had rea- 
son tó éxpect ; but why such an operation was 
to be uildertaken with a great sacrifice of life, 
and without the slightest favourable result, and 
the right of the armj who were ready and wil- 
ling to fight were left inactive, I am unable to 
^cplain. The effect aa the inhabitants of Vit* 
Coria was most unfavourable ; and how could it 
be oth^wise? No sort of movement ought to 
have been attempted against the enemy without 
sufficient supplies ; but, having once been com- 
menced, doubtless, it ought to have been put in 
forcé with energy, decisión, and integrity— all 
these are wanting to a Spaniard, or very rarely 
to be met with. 

Onate, then the head-quarters of Don Carlos, 
should have been our goal ; and had the forces 
under General Evans been allowed to have acted 



236 HONOÜRS AND DISTINCTIONS. 

as an advanced-guard, and been properly sup- 
ported, I have no hesitation in asserting that the 
character of the war would have taken a very dif- 
ferent form. The determined ad vanee of the forcé 
that Cordova had at that period at his disposal, 
notwithstanding the niimerous obstacles that 
might have ofFered themselves in the centre of 
an enemy''s country, although it might have left 
our rear much exposed, would nevertheless have 
called forth all the energies of the Carlists to 
our fronts, to protect their chief ; and the line of 
the Ebro was well and suflSciently garrisoned, 
had any sHght diversión been made in that direc- 
tion. 

The Government of Madrid conferred many 
honours on the commander-in-chief and his fol- 
lowers from their services in this afFair, and 
expressed themselves satisfied with their gallant 
army on this occasion. My opinions are, there- 
fore, probably incorrect. As, however, I only 
State facts of which I was an eye-witness, and 
occurrences during which I was present, I shall 
leave others to decide the point. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Our bugles sang truce, for the night-cloud had lower'd, 
And the sentinel stars set their watch in the sky ; 

And thousands had sunk on the ground, overpower'd — 
The weary to sleep, and the wounded to die. 

Campbell. 



A siCK bed again became my lot. The fa- 
tigues and exposure of the previous week, added 
to my late severe illness, placed me in a situation 
of considerable danger. Indeed, I have to thaiik 
my kind friends on the medical staíF of the 
Legión for their unremitting attention and care, 
which I consider was the means of saving me 
from the unhappy fate of many of my less for- 
túnate companions. 

On the Séth of January, the Sunday subse- 
quent to our retum to Vittoria, Espartero's 
división and part of the British Legión made a 
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recímnoUsance towards Salvatierra, upon which 
occadoD the Spanish troops approached the very 
walls of the town, the English coveríng their 
Une of march ; but on their arrival it was found 
to be entírely deserted by the Carlists, who not 
only had destroyed every appearance of the 
temporary fortífication which had preyiously 
existed, but at the same time had induced the 
greater part of the inhabitants to quit the town, 
taking with them every artícle of ñimíture, beds 
and bedding, chairs, and tables, and even cu- 
linary articles, ; thus leaving the Chrístinos in 
quiet pofisession of the outward walls — ^by far the 
best part of a Spanish house ; that portíon both 
in town and country, more particularly in the 
Basque provinces, being most substantially 
built. The result of this reconnoissance was a 
determinatíon on the part of Cordova to leave 
this place to its neutrality; as he declared 
ndther means were to be found to place it in a 
proper state of defence, ñor men to occupy it 
when fortified. 

Thus ended the plan of opening a communi- 
catión by the valley of the Borunda to Pampe- 
luna, which I have every reason for conceiving 
would have been a most favourable and ad- 
visable undertaking towards the terminating of 
hostilities. I am, however, far from attempting 
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to disagree with the Spanish authoríties as to the 
want of means, having individually experienced 
their deficiency to my cost on that head, to un- 
dertake so expensive an operation; yet the Minis- 
ter of War was himself at Vittoria, and had he 
Dot been the dupe of Cordova, he ought to have 
been fully aware that no resources were forth- 
coming, before any determination had been made 
known to the troops, who evidently lose, by such 
evasions or failures, that enthusiasm so necessary 
to induce foreigners to undertake any great de- 
sign. 

Count Almodavar, the war minister, who had 
been several days indisposed — ^índeed during the 
whole time we had been absent from Vittoria-^ 
having sufficiently recovered, left us for Madrid; 
and Cordova very shortly after marched with a 
very considerable portion of the Spanish army 
and the Algerine X^gion, towards Logroño, 
Crossing the Ebro at Miranda del Ebro, This 
retrograde movement on his part was under- 
taken with the intention of reviáting the Une of 
the Ebro, and passing through Navarre by the 
valley of the Ribiera to Pampeluna — ^in the first 
instance, to endeavour to open a communica- 
tion from that place with the French frontier 
and afterwards with the plan of forcing a passage 
from Pampeluna to Salvatierra, by the north, 
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tbrough the Borunda; in whú;h undertaking 
the Legión would have supported him by mo- 
viog on that town {rom Vittoria. 

In the first of these ill-arranged operations be 
faUed, as, notwithstanding bis being so £eu*. suc- 
cessful in reacbing tbe frontier, and baving an 
interview witb tbe French general, who was in 
command of tbe división forming tbe left of tbe 
army of observation, wbo, I am informed, re- 
ceived bim witb mucb courtesy and bospitality, 
be nevertbeless found, tbat, to place tbe line of 
conimunication in any degree of safety, it would 
take far more troops tban he was capable of 
disposing of ; tbérefore, witb the usual regrets 
and evasions, tbis intended plan was never put 
in forcé. 

During tbe absence of theCommander-in-cbief, 
wbo was tbus on the rígbt of tbe line of opera- 
tions, tbe English Legión, which bad been re- 
called from tbe occupation of Matauco, by Gla- 
rasa and Elorriaga, remained in occupation of 
Vittoria ; wbereas Espartero's división took up 
their quarters on tbe southem side of tbe city, 
to protect tbe road to Miranda del Ebro. 

Tbe weather, which, during the wbole of the 
commencement of tbe winter, bad been cold and 
bitter in tbe extreme, witb mucb rain and occa- 
sional frosts, now tumcd to snow, and ended in 
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a deep fall, which remained on the ground for 
many weeks. The fever, which had made 
such ravages amongst the troops» by no means 
decreased» neither had our numerous wants, 
notwithstanding the continued exertions and 
applications of Greneral Evans; the oonsequences 
became therefore daily, nay hourly, more fatal ; 
and nothing can atone for the unpardonable ne- 
glect and brutality of those whose duty it was 
to supply the unfortunate sick with the most 
common necessaríes. Beds were wanting, and 
even covering, for more than half the number. 

What the unhappy oonsequences were, may 
be easily conceived : ten and fifteen men were 
each day consigned to the earth. The medical 
officers, to whom much credit is due, were un- 
ceasing in their attentions to the suíFerers, and, 
in their endeavours to contend with the numer- 
ous obstacles which ofFered themselves, But, 
alas ! human nature must at length give way ; 
and several of those most to be regretted, tliem- 
selves fell a sacrifice to their unremitting atten- 
tions to their duties and daily attendance at the 
disgusting hospitals, which were filled to the 
utmost exíefit with the wretched men, whose 
feverish breath was frightfuUy contagious, to 
say nothing of the state of dirt and deprivation 
to which they were subject. 

M 
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Neither did the officers escape this cruel ma- 
lady. Many young men, who had left their 
homes blooming with health and spirits, anxious, 
by undeviating attention to the dutíes of their 
diíferent stations, to gain the honours of a sol- 
dier or the credit of those whom they served, were, 
thus early, and under such revolting circum- 
stances, cut ofF in a foreign land by sickness and 
disease— without friends to watch their sick- 
beds, or kind and anxious parents to contríbute 
to their wants. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 



Hombres, niños, y mugeres» 
Lloran tan grande perdida. 



The northem side of Vittoria was constantly 
infestad with straggling parties of the Carlists, 
who, ever on the alert, carefully prevented the 
conveyance of every kind of provisión into the 
city. Neither tea> milk, ñor any luxury of 
that nature could be procured for the numerous 
suíFerers; and necessaríes of all sorts, particu- 
larly those required for invalids, were scarce, 
added to which every thing was more expensive 
than in London. The snow fell thicker and 
thicker, and the mountain roads in consequence 
became each day more impassable, which en- 
tirely prevented the peasants from making any 
attempt to attend the markets. 

M 2 
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The fundfl in the mílitarychest became more 
and moaré diminisbed, wíthout.^y appearaace 
of fresh suppliesy and I feel no h^itation in 
asserting tbat the greater part of the júnior 
officers of the Legión, whether in health or aick- 
ness, were generally subsisting on their rations, 
which were bad, and irregularly supplied. Three 
bundred men had already found their last 
homes on the Spanish soil, and about tweiity 
oiHcers, including medical men, all having died 
from the same lamentable eff^ts,^ the cause of 
which (as I bave prqviously mentioned) was 
totally beyond the control of Gr^tieial Etsus, 
or those under bis immediat;e ord^s ;; and I am 
as^ured, the repqrts of the medical o&texs will 
hold me good in my staiteQient,; tbat prrvatíon 
both of food, covmng, and lodging»; added io 
the total want of faith in .thoscí to twhoitt.^we 
naturally looked for the. ipeans ^ existeaiee, 
was, generally speaking,.the oocasionof thí»j6ad 
and truly ñ*ightful moxtality*. The .number of 
deaths tbat I have alieady stated^ joáttlralfy 
caused a considerable reduction in the auxfliáry 
forcé. I may also add, when speakin^ of 
sickness ai^l misery, there were one thousBod 
men still in the \Yretched and , ^sgasthng hoi- 
pitals, totally unfit for. duty. Had thése 
unfortunate individuáis fallen in thá fidd <tf 
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battle gallantty and deTOtedly fightíng fbr the 
€ause m which they had enüsted^ honóitr wduld 
have surroundéd their graves, and at Iea:¿t our 
fedings of regret would have becín far less 
bitter. 

As it Iras, eadb moming confírined the un- 
wéloome mtdligence of some additional loss, ánd 
ooütríbuted txúj to the gloom which had all-eady 
too fortíibly overcast the spirits of our small 
anny. No excess, although h has been so 
stated, could have occaskñied so dreadful, so 
desperate a state of afiairs, unleite it may be 
teitned aa exoess of deprivation, ándin such case 
it was but toó true.* With regard tó brandy 
and oth^ spirits, I much doubt if a sufficient 
qcta^tity ooüld have been obtained in the whole 
idty, to havé intoxicated the half of one regí- 
mei^ . Duríng thiis unhappy and deplorable 
«tate^f things, thé greater part of the Legión 
^waaoEdered to Trevino, an inconsiderable town 
in the " Condado" of that ñame, which is a 
áDudl bu t distinct principality in the province 
of Álava. 

'■■ The town itself is situated at the side or 
eiUmnity of a ridge of a rai^ge 6f hills to the 
eaátwáíd of La Puebla, ánd at the distancé of 
abqut i a leágue from the fcágh road running 
irom Miranda del Ebro to Vitiorüsb At the 
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comméncemént of the disastrous war, it had 
been garrisotied by the Christino foíces, but 
latterly, like many other towns, frcMn the greater 
necessity of employíng the army in the field, it 
had been left unprotected and remained at the 
mercy of either party, as 'chance might lead 
them in that direction. The inhabitants of this 
small tract of country were, however, génerally 
conceived to be liberal, and even exalted, in 
their political sentiments. In order, therefore, 
to place this town in a state of defence, the 
British Auxiliaries were once more on the line of 
march, struggling through snow and mud, 
during the most inclement weather that can be 
conceived; many of them without shoes, and 
ill prepared for a march of three leagues dis- 
tance. Espartero^s división moved at the same 
period to occupy Pena-Cerada, which is a 
small mountainous village, more to the east of 
the high Miranda road, and to the north of 
Trevino. 

The great advantage that might be expected 
to occur from these operations, which were 
undertaken by order of the Commander-in-cíhíef, 
requires explanation, and I fear the task, which, 
in this instance has fallen to my lot, will be 
one of no small difficulty. Was his intention 
tliat of allowing the troops change óf air. 
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and in order to relieve them for a period from 
the miseries and fatiguing duties of an over- 
crowded citj? If so, this was praiseworthy ; 
but íf his purpose was to harass them by useless 
and &tiguing marches, which could lead to no 
possible result, his wish was fully obtained by 
the sacrifice of numbers of the men who retumed 
to Vittoria with frozen feet, sick, wet, and 
weary; without the possibility of changing 
their clothes, having none others. Thus, many 
died in pain and misery, whilst some, by 
the loss of their legs and feet^ which were 
amputated to save their Uves, were left mutilated 
in the vain hope of hereafter receiving pen- 
sions wherewith to drag out the remainder of 
their miserable existence» It is to be trusted, 
indeed^ that one spark of honourable feeling 
may stiU exist in the Spanish nation, and the 
^ prpmises held out to these unhappy men to fight 
.in a foreign cause, may not remain unheeded 
and unfulfiUed. Time could only be mis-em- 
ployed in fortifying Trevino; which, from its 
mountainous situaüon, like the generality of 
small Spanish towns, could only be rendered 
defensible by loopholes and barricades. The 
occupation of it might, however, in some degree, 
haye protected the line of road which runs 
through this town from Vittoria to La Guardia 
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and Logroño; thus making the Gne of march 
from those places to thcí provinoe of Álava, 
shorter than that generally fpllowed' by. Haio 
and Miranda del Ebro ; and if . the inhabitants 
were favourably disposed towardB the Christino 
cause — and such was generally conceived to be 
the case— it was but just to give them such pro^ 
tection as would prevent their 'property from 
being destroyed. Notwithstanding^ it was auiely 
not the time to undertake such operaticna^ jrhea 
the body of the CarUst army was known to^ 
on the extreme right of the pcovinces, whikt 
other battalions were hoveríng in the neighboiu> 
hood of Vittoria» which was left but thinly gar- 
risoned. 

During the time that the Auxiliarles occupied 
Trevino, an absiu-d story was t<dd, which so 
truly exhibits the character of an Irísh soldier, 
that I must relate it here. Strict orders had 
been given to a company of rifles, who were on 
that occasion on duty at the out-posts^ not to allow 
any individual to enter the town widbout having 
íirst closely examined him* The consequence 
was, that on the field-officer going bis rounds at 
night, he was saluted by the sentry, in more 
than a ccHnmon tone of voice, with " Who goes 
there ?" and on being replied to by the answer, 
" Friend," he immediately said, " Then. by 
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Jesús stand fast ! for tfae devü a friend have I 
in thls damn'd country.'' The office* then ex- 
plauíed, for it was dark, tfaat he waá thé üeld- 
offioer of the day. ** Then,'^ said the detérmined 
sentry, **yoü ha^e no busmess here by night ;" 
and it was not íbr a length of time that he was 
enábled to gain an entry into the town. Ano- 
ther equally rídículous story was told of a sol- 
dier in Vittoria5 who was unsuccessfully endea^ 
vouring to discoTer the way to one of the briga- 
dieres quarters ; first in English, and then in bad 
Spahish) did the man ask which was the way, 
each time being answered by the Spaniard with 
" Yo no se,"" or, " I don't know.'' At last, the 
inquirerbecame irritated, and, misunderstánding 
the words, exclaimed, " You worft say, won't 
you ? there then, take that !" at the same tin^ 
suiting the action to the word, by applying his 
fist with no very gentle forcé to the Don's face, 
to his utter astonishtnent and dismay. 

During the occüpation of Trevlno and Pena- 
Cerada by Espartero's división and the Auxilí- 
aries, with Cordova in snug quarters at Pampe- 
liina; the Carlists, commandedby General Eguia, 
quietly attacked Valmeseda, and not only took 
iti but also two hundred prisoners, who immé- 
díately laid down their arms, and declared theiri- 
selves in favour of Don Carlos ; and then having 

m3 
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ransacked erery thing valuable, that was capable 
of being removed, they bs quietly left it to the 
Christinos to re-occupy. 

Numerous tales were in circulation at the time, 
as to tlie gallant defence the unfortunate garrí- 
son would have made, had not an unlucky shell 
been so well directed as to fall exactly into the 
powder magazine, which, by-the-bye, could not 
have been bomb-proof. Be it as it may, I have 
heard a far different account of this affair, which 
I have reason for believirig to be strictly true 
and correct, vi%. that the garrison was princi- 
pally composed of soldiers belonging^to regiments 
that had at one time been commandéd by the 
Carlist General Eguia, who, during King Fer- 
dinand'^s reign, held the rank of brigadier in the 
Royal army, and that not only the men, but 
also the ofBcers, were so fávourably dispósed 
towards their ancient comrade in arms, that an 
arrangement had evidently been entared intó, to 
give up the town, when the Carlist fosees had 
chosen the most favourable opportunity to appear 
before it, which the very slight loss on either side 
leads me to think must have been the case. An 
isolated detachment, which was absurdly barri- 
caded in a single and lonely house on the high 
road passing through the beautiful válley of La 
Mina from Villasapa to Valmeseda, íibout twq 
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leagues to the south of the latter place, was also 
cut oíF, and fell to a man into the hands of the 
Carlists. Plentia very shortly shared the same 
unhappy fate. Far be it from me, however, to 
assert that it was not imder very different cir- 
cumstances; its defence was most gallant, and 
not only did the small garrison, consisting en- 
tirely of urbanos (or militia), use the most ener- 
getic and courageous measures to maintain the 
place, but the women, with blue ríbands (the 
Christino colour) attached to their head-dresses, 
tpok; up arms to defend their homes and chil- 
dren. The result of this afflicting scene was 
drea^ful. The alcalde, or rathe^ the command- 
ant, a man of much honour and known bravery, 
tennmated .his unfortunate existence with his 
own, hands, sooner than surrender. Many of the 
wretched females and inhabitants,'endeavouring 
to escape in boats when no longer able to hold 
out against the superior forcé of the enemy, were 
drowned in crossing the bar at the entrance of 
the harbour, at all times dangerous, but more 
particularly so d uring the winter months. O thers 
less fortúnate, failing in their attempts to escape 
(for several reached Portugalette in safety), being 
necessitated to remain, were cruelly murdered. 

The town of Valmeseda, or Balmeceda, which 
I have twice visited, is most romantic^dly sjtu- 
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ated aa the banks of tbe rirer Salcedo», about 
four kagues firom BQbao, and not üat distant 
fiQBX tbe entrance of the extensiYe and beauti- 
ñilly cultiyated valley of La Mina. The first 
time I had the |deasure of seeing it, was in oom- 
pany with Gaierds Espartero and Mirasole, in 
the month of Ck;tober 18S5, who wexe then 
marching with a división to form a junction with 
the main body of the army, then at Miranda del 
Ebro ; and duríng the (^)p(»tunity of a short 
hait, I had sufficient time to take notes of its 
localities and capabilities of defence. The high 
road from the village of Castro, on the coast, 
which approaches it on the northem side, and 
passes througfa the centre of the town, continúes 
in the direction of Modina de Fcnna and Villa- 
cajo ; shortly after which, crossing the Ebro, it 
extends to Burgos, and the high road, joining it 
on the southem side, runs in the direction from 
Pancorvo to Santander, passing through Santa 
Maria, Oná, and Sencillo. To the right of 
Valmeseda, on entering it from the Bilbao side, 
is an extensive range of mountains, called the 
Sierra d'Orduna, the base of which extimls im- 
mediately to the town. 

On a conical height, or rock, to the right, and 
commanding the entrance I have named, a small 
tower was fortified, and occupied by a few men. 
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Tfais, however, was almost useless as a point of 
defence, being entirely commanded, and within 
range of the Sierra above it, and containing only 
two pieces of artillery of very small calibre, in 
bad order, and in fact, less useful than blunder- 
busses. On the opposite sidé of the town runs the 
rivCT Salcedon, which in some places is fordable, 
and in no part deep ; this, however, is crossed 
by a bridge, which led to the Orduna road, the 
coiintry in that direction being both mountain- 
OU8, thickly wooded to the water's edge, and com- 
manding the town. The gates at both entrances, 
north and south, were strongly barricaded and 
looped for musketry, as also the milis and houses 
on the exterior. This plan of defence, in an 
almost iscdated position (at least, as far as regards 
the possibility of relief), with a gai^íson of not 
more than twa hundred men, was all the oppo- 
sition that oflPered itself to a división of Don 
Carios*s army ; and surely, it required no great 
foresight to foretell its fall in case of attack, even 
had not tréachery offered it a willing sacrifice to 
the enemy. With regard to Plentia, it is a very 
small town on the coast to the north-west of Bil- 
bao, and was only garrisoned at the time of its 
defeat by urbanos. 

On the news of the successful Carlist opera- 
tion against Valmeseda, Espartero marched his 
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división in the direction of the Pena d'Orduna, 
and Espeleta, who commanded the reserve, and 
whose head-quárters were tben at Miranda del 
Ebro, moved bis foroes also towards Modena 
di Poma Laraga and Frías^ botb on tbe banks of 
tbe Ebro, to the westward, and left of the line of 
operations, but unfortunately he arrived, as 
usual, only in time to hear of what had taken 
place, and what might have been prevented, had 
he been gifted with the slightest energy or fora- 
sight, and to waste in useless and unavailing 
regrets, the valuable time which might have 
been better eraployed in endeavouring to remedy 
the ills which bis inactivity, in a great measure, 
had caused. 

General Evans, who was on the alert, marched 
with the most disposable part of the Legión, 
which at that period was dreadfuUy diminished 
from suíFeríngs and prívations, to cover and sup- 
port Espartero's división, in order that the ene- 
my's movements might be more closely watdied. 
Too much time had, however, elapsed at that 
period, to allow of any successful operation ; as 
the Carlists, having evacuated Valmeseda, and 
not being in sufficient forcé to risk an engage- 
ment, made use of their well-known activity and 
knowledge of their adversaries^ movements, to 
retire to their original positions, then to move (m 
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and threaten Portugalette. Upon the receipt of 
this news, the Legión counter-marched and re« 
tumed to Ánnenion, to protect and keep open 
the country in the rear of Víttoria» and also in 
order to complete the works already oommenced 
at Trevino. Valmeseda has sinoe been garrí- 
soned and re-occupied bj the Chrístinos ; but k 
is much to be doubted whether such isolated 
positions ought ever to have been retained, as 
the continued movements of each army at times 
necessarily prevent the possibility of aíTording 
immediate relief to any place suddenly at- 
tacked, out of the line of operations or on the 
coast; and I have already endeavoured to ex- 
plain the very great facility and extraordinary 
quickness with which the Carlists fly from point 
to point, leaving it always in their power to 
attack a weak position, as the result of these 
afiairs has but too well proved. Since the affair 
of Arlaban, and indeed for months previous, I 
had suffered so severely from ill health, that at 
the strong recommendation of the medical men, 
I was persuaded to try a change of air, for 
which purpose I was unwillingly induced to 
retum to England. 

It was, therefore,not without manyheart-break- 
ing feeiings of regret, that, in company with an 
^abl^ brother staff'officer, late of the 23d 
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Fus¡lea% Uuit I bade adieu to the unfcntunate, 
but iiAo^table dtj of Vittoria, and its ineom^ 
prdioisihle and most uiifreling íohábítuitSw 
With all its ancknt remimsoaoces of Biitísh 
glory, I must saj, that it left but one feding 
OH my miiid, tyiz. that of disgust ; fot nabeingd 
ever reoáved leas attention or oommiseratioii, 
than did my unf<Nrtuiiate eountrymen, daring 
the ravages of diaease, — an UDgrateñil retüm for 
the generous charities of England towards the 
Sons of Spain m distress. The inhabitants 
iqipeared engrossed (whether Carlists or Chñs- 
tinos) with but one object, that of plunder 
and extortion : yet I am, perhaps, illiberal in 
making these statements, however true; as it 
must, indeed, be painñil amidst the numerous 
miseries of this hateñil and umiatural war» to 
have their bornes and hearths ovemm by fnends 
or foes of a foreign land. If yet one Bpark bf 
the proud spirít and ancient patriotism of their 
glorious country still remains, let it ignite 
throughout the nation, and thus, by their own 
energy, endeavour to quell the unheard of hor- 
rors, of which none but those who havé mt- 
nessed them can truly form an idea, and spum 
the occasion for foreign aid. 

I am unwilling, in thus relating facts as they 
occurred during my residence in the provincesv 
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(though not unprepaied)toenter into any political 
díscustion on a subject which bus become a 
soucoe of party.contention throughout Europe; 
and thou^ it has been, and will be my endea^ 
vour to give impartially and justly, an account 
of those occurrences and military operations 
duríiiqif which I was present, and, anxious as I 
am for the ultímate success of those aims with 
which I was oonnected, I nevertheless must 
declare that I conceive the failure of the Chrís^ 
tinos restft mfínitely more on the shoulders of 
those employed as leaders to the Spanish army^ 
from thdr great want of enterprise, exertion, 
and military knowledge, than írom the supe- 
riority, as regards forcé, on the part of the 
Carlists, notwithstanding the numerous advan- 
tages which the nature of the country affords 
them* 

We left Vittoria on the 23d of Februaíy 
1886. The weather was bright, but severely 
cold, we therefore comfortably cloaked ourselves 
in the interior of an ancient chaiae de poste^ 
(which had probably been left at the dty since 
king Joseph^s time) ; this we had arranged to 
hire, with two mides, for the sum of fifty dol- 
lars; for which sum we were to be safely 
dqx)sited (barring an attack of Carlists) at 
Santander. Having bid adieu to my faithful 
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servant (the prísoner of Salvatierra), a specíes of 
Chrístino-Carlist youth-— according as the situ- 
ation might appear most convenient and lucra- 
tiva :— we started on our perilous joumey, with a 
kind of pleasureable feeling at leaving thefever- 
ish and loatbsome air of Vittoria, and of doubt 
as to our safe arrival at our hoped for destiua- 
tion. Our first day^s joumey was short ; passing 
through La Puebla and Armenion, in the peo- 
vince of Álava, to Miranda del Ebro, where we 
put up for the night at the posada, and took the 
oppcxtunity of paying our respects to the com- 
mandant, who provided us with an escort of four 
hussars. Thus we proceeded the following 
moming to Paneorvo, where, having succeeded 
in obtaining a breakfast of soup^carabansos^and 
raisins, to which was added a loaf of excel- 
lent bread, the remainder of which we stowed 
away carefully in the pocket of our rickety 
£hai8e de postCj we joumeyed on to Santa 
María, on the high Madrid or Burgos road, at 
which place we struck oflF to the ríght, towards 
Oná, bidding adieu to the high road towa]:ds 
the capital. 

I have already mentioned Ona in the early 
pages of this Journal, aod its inagnifícentccMQvent, 
at a period when I had there fallen in with the 
AuxiUaries. Seven months bad since pa«t over 
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óur heads, and we were^ ou this occasion, greeted 
with the sight of a new posada, or inn, which 
had risen from its foundatíon since our last 
TÍsít. The SHOW had been fallÍDg during the 
vrhole of our morning's drive, and, being both 
invalids, yre were naturally anticipatíng the 
{deasures of a night's óomfortable repose, in this 
new built ábode for weary travellers, the out- 
ward appearance of which gave us reason to 
h(^ for abuñdance within. Our wishes were, 
notwithstanding, most disagreeably frustrated; 
for, on being drivoi into the stable (and I must 
inform my readers, that the lower story of almost 
all Spanísh inns is converted into this necessary 
accommodation for travellers, who, generally 
«peaking, perform their joumeys on the sad- 
dle), we found ourselves in a kind of fortified 
castle, the house being not only barricaded all 
found, but having also the sides looped for mus- 
ketry. A company of infantry and half a troop 
of cavalry were actually forming,atthe same time, 
the garrison of this hotel; not only to aíFord 
escort to the numerous convoya passing and 
repassing to and from Santander but also in 
order to keep a sharp look-out for the Curé 
Merino, who frequently crossed the Ebro in 
that direction, at the head of a body of Carlist 
cavalry, to seize upon such valuable prízesr 
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Although no other consolation oíFered.itself, 
we had) at least, the satisfaction of feding our* 
sel ves seeure for the night ; as, besides the 
above-named forcé, the 2d Regmiait of Auxiliary 
Lancers were haltmg in Onáfor the night, on 
their Une of march to Vittoria, from Santander. 
So &ir, my position was ímproved since my last 
visit. Nothing whatever in the way of food, 
was, however, for a length of time to be ob- 
tained. One small room, die sides of which 
Were looped towards the oountry; a window, 
protected by shutters of considerable thickness, 
bat no glass in the frame ; one dirty bed, 
without curtains, in the oomer of the room, in 
which we were both supposed to sleep, a small 
table, and two chairs, oompleted the furnlture 
which was placed at our disposaL Oí this we 
should not have complained, as cloaks and straw 
at all times fbrm a good bed for a soldier, but 
the want of food to hungry and weary travellers 
was another difficulty. With liberal ofiers of pay- 
ment, and entreaties, added to the tbreata of the 
sergeant in command of the cavalry party, who 
espoused our cause, a supper was at length 
promised^ the ingredients of which I shall never 
forget. A table cloth, beyond every thing in 
point of dirt, was iirst placed on the table ; to 
this, however, we strenuously objected, preferring 
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the natural dirtiness of the unwasbed mouiUain 
deal. Two tín forks, and one wooden 8poon 
tfaen made their appearance, wíth many apolo- 
gies from the padrona as to her limited supply 
of comforts, having only reoently commenoed 
business in the inn-keeping Une. At length, an 
unhappy fowl, which, on otir arriv^, had been 
cackling and crowing in all the dignity of un- 
molested liberty, about the stable yard, smoked 
upon the board, with numerous odoriferous ad- 
ditions of garlid and capsicums ; to which was 
added a dish of mutilated pork, actually fioating 
in oil (probably deducted from the share of the 
lamps). Such delicacies even the craving of 
hunger could not induce us to eat, and, con* 
sequently, a loaf of bread, always good in Spain, 
with some boiled eggs, being at length obtained, 
we succeeded in satisfying ourselves, to the 
astonishment of the lookers-on (often numerou8 
at sudí houses of entertainment), at our fas- 
tidiousness in rejecting the pork and oil. 

Supper being ended, we divided in equal 
proportions the sleeping apparatus; that is to 
say, the sheets, mattress, and one pillow, fell to 
my lot, my fríend, who was the less an in- 
valid, good naturedly putting up with a blanket 
and the remaining coyerings ; and thus we en*» 



268 JOUUNEY TO SONCILLO. 

deavoured to cióse our eyes for the night. The 
moming at length dawned^ and most gladly 
did we bid adieu to Oná and its detestable 
posada. Readers, I oonceive most of you have 
never travelled through a country in which 
every man you meet, and eva*y tiller of the 
ground^ or pruner of the vines, may perchance 
send a bullet at your head, with as little remorse 
as you would at a mad dog or a wíld cat. If 
not, you can scarcely judge of the feelings with 
wfaích we joumeyed through that part of the 
provinces which was then at times» and fibce 
entirely, the seat of civil war in Spain. 

The delight of retuming to a hqme from 
which you have been long absenta and ñiends 
whom you full well know will not only greet 
you with affection, but endeavour by, cafe to 
sooth the pangs of shattered health, can hardly 
erase from your mind the distrust with which 
you meet or pass each human beiog on the 
road. Such was the case with us duríng this 
day^s drive to Soncillo, where we intended 
again to halt for the night, as at that period 
it was considered out of the scene of deyaatation, 
being in the province of Santander ; although 
recent events, either from the negligence of the 
Christinos, or the more probable enterpri^ of 
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the Carlists, bad, (as in various other places then 
comparatíyely in peaoe), left the stains of the 
blood of their countrymen on their hearths. 

The high road firom Miranda del Ebro to 
Santander is more or less extremelj good, and 
notwithstanding the boisterous winds and heavy 
falls of snow, we were enabled to drive quick, 
and to reach Soncillo by a steep and pictu- 
resque pass^ late on the evening of our departure 
ñom Oná. Small and isolated as this village 
appeared, surrounded by bleak and íir-clad 
mountains, in which the province of Santander 
abounds, we nevertheless gladly rejoiced on 
reaehing it. 

On the pf oduction of our passports to the com- 
mandant (a small forcé being then also quartered 
in this village for the purpose of escort), the 
padreV house was instantly put in requisition 
by the alcalde for our lodging, a brilliant fire 
in the kitchen, and much kindness and civility, 
to which may be added, a tolerable supper and 
an excellent bottle of his reverence^s wine^ soon 
induced us to forget the miserable quarters and 
worse fare of the night before at Oná* Our 
padrone) or curé, who from his muscular form 
and commanding figure, had more the appear- 
ance of a warrior than a country priest, seemed 
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far from annoyed at tbe production of a billet 
fcir ourselves and servant ; be was most anxious 
in bis inquines for news from tbe more imme- 
diate seat of war, and deckred himsdf not a 
litde pleased at its being tben at a distance of 
aome leagues. 

As be listened attentively to our accounts of 
tbe recent aíTairs tbat bad taken place, be proved 
bimself a first-rate band at forming tbe cigar- 
illo, producing bis tobacco-box and paper, 
tben forming and roUing tbe cigar witb much 
dexterity; a practice we vainly attempted to 
imítate, to tbe increase of bis occupation, as 
we puffed away for some time by tbe Uaze of 
tbe pine-wood fíre ; after wbicb, we were sbown 
into a clean and comfortable apartmait, wbere 
were two beds witb wbite and well-aired Hnen. 

We passed not an unpleasant nigbt after a long 
day''s joumey, sucb luxuríes baving for some 
time been strangers to us. After soundly sleeping 
until break of day, we once more prepared to pro- 
ceed en route^ and baving taken our moming^s 
refresber, as my friend termed it, of chocobite, 
we bade adieu to our good-bumoured bost ; 
not bowever, until we bad paid bim doubly for 
every comfort we bad enjoyed, a cbarge wbicb 
considerably lowered tbe cbristian opinión I 
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had first formed of bis generous chara€ter, «ven 
to bis enemies^ amongst whom we might doubt" 
les3 be numbered. 

On leaving Soncillo, the road to Santander 
almost immediately commences by a very steep 
ascent over the Sierra de St. Vicente, for at least 
two leagues, wbich occaáoned our applying to 
the alcalde for additional mules or horses to. 
assist the baxdy pair, wbich had already drawn 
US 80 long a distance ; neither one ñor the other 
beixig however forthcoming, we accepted the 
offer of a pair of buUocks, which being har- 
neseed on as leaders» did us most ampie service, 
and at the- same time afforded us considerable 
amusement. The mountain was thickly covered 
with snoW| in many places so deep as greatly to 
impede the prqgress even of our light vehicle. 
The weather however was clear and brílliant, 
although exceedingly cold, and as we were 
gradually ascending to the summit of this part 
of the Sierra, the view became wild and romantic 
in tbe extreme ; and, as we gazed on the rich 
and well eultivated valleys, scattered here and 
there with numerous small villages, and the 
distant wood-covered mountfdns, the scene was 
as pleasing to the eye, as the associations which 
attached it to the cruel and barbarous war of 
which it was the theatre, were painful to the 
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heart. HaTÍng arríved at the sununit, we feed 
the padrooe and relinquished the oxen; after 
whicb> we gradually began to descend a road» 
whidí althougfa not quite so steep as the aa- 
cent, was yet of much longer duratioii, At 
last, however» we cmoe more reached level 
gioundy and here the face of the landscape was 
changed indeed ; — the green, and in ereiy ,part 
wdl cultÍTated and delightfal i^pearance of 
the vallej through which we this day droye, 
the tranquil and hiqppy air of the inhabiljants, 
all of whom appeared occupied, the absenoe of 
warlike preparations — the numerous beautifi4 
villages and peaceful abodes, had the efifect of 
enchantment, after leaving provinces where 
all was devastation, misery, and regret, with 
thoughts of bloodshed, cruelty, and revenge, 
darkening the countenances alike of enemies 
and friends. 

This night we reached Murcia, situated oi^ 
the river Fas, which is crossed by a ferry. We. 
took up our quarters at a small but oom£cirtabIe 
posada, to prepare ourselves, by a good nighf s 
rest, to enter Santander early on the, foUowing 
moming, which was only four leagues distant., 
Day had scarcely dawned, when loud md con- 
tinued rollings of the drum induced me to leave 
my bed in baste, to discover the cause o£ so un« . 
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expected a reveillée, which I found was occa- 
sioned by the assembling óf about six hundred of 
the quinta, or new levy of recniíts, who were on 
their march to Santander, in order to embark 
fdr Bilbao and St. Sebastian, to conunence their 
organization. The squalid appearance of these 
uñhappy young men, called from their homes 
and families to take part ín a murderous war, 
in which probably too many of their comrades 
had ahready fallen, could only heighten our plea*- 
sure at the approaching termination of a joumey, 
which would shortly enable us to leave a coun- 
try, whose conteilding convulsions only called 
forth our bitter regrets* 

For thé last time, we took oUr seats in our 
rickety carriage, and started with the quintas ; 
the íoad, however, gradually ascending for a 
considerable distance, induced us to alight, and, 
with cigars in our mouths, we joined the Une of 
march) and entered into conversation with a 
party of recruits, whose gay and lively songs> 
and perfect indifference as to their future fate, 
considerably diminished our regrets at their tat* 
tered and wretched apparel and sickly demean- 
our, Having arrived within a league of thé 
town, the view from the emiiietice oh which we 
halted wías extensive and beautiful, and the sea- 
breeKes, addéd to ihe joyñil feeling of having so 

n2 
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nearly tennmated our perílous journey in safety, 
had a far greater effect on our weakened consti- 
tutions than all the medicines in tbe world. At 
length, by an excellent road and gradual des- 
cent, we reached the town where we had arrived 
from Plymouth nearly a year previous ; at which 
period, the Christinos were inspirad with a mis- 
guided and mistaken feeling, that six short 
months would termínate the desperate struggle 
in their favour. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



Lives there a man with soul so dead» 
Who never to himself has said, 
* This is my own— my natire Umd !* 
Returning from a foreign strand ? 

Waltxr Scott. 



If such there be, gentle reader, it was not my 
case. On our arrival at Santander, however, we 
found ourselves under the necessity of remaining 
for a few days, no steamer being then in the har- 
bour, although one was hourly expected; and we 
had therefore an opportunity of visíting the town 
with Colonel Arbuthnot, who commanded, the 
depót of the Legión formerly at Santander. We 
observed that not only the hospitals had been 
placed in a state of considerable comfort under 
his directións, but also numerous other arrange- 
ments had been made, on his part, to add to the 
comfort and better accommodation of the troops, 
both on landing from and returning to England; 
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and I must add, that the kiiidness and courlesy of 
the colonePs manners^ joined to his unreimttíi^ 
attention to the necessities of thofe under bis 
command, did him credit as a man, and ho<- 
nour to his profession. After remaining three 
days at this port, a poweiHíiil steamer enteire^ th^ 
harbour ; the same night she was ordered to 
take US on board, and, notwithstanding a viol^it 
gale of wind on crossing the Bay df Biscay, two 
days more found us agaín landed on tbe happy 
shores of Oíd England. 

Gladly did I replace my foot on the laiid 
where fi:'eedom,happiness,and plenty afaound, for 
those who know how to valué such treasures ;-^ 
as for those who do not, let themitrayel, let 
them visit fordgn dimes— 4)e it as a>^SQldier, 
amidst the perils, dangers, and discomf ortsy mth 
the few variations of happíness whtcb pleásant 
companions or the glories of a battie wcfiá, may 
inspire— ^be it as a rich amateur, ^anting luxu- 
ríes be cannot procure, or seeking sights.wbich 
disappoint his anxious anticipations and hopes 
of novelty,— or whether it be as aa inralid, who 
leaves his home to ramblein search of renewed 
health,— equally will he be deoeiyed ; and, on 
retuming, fínd, for the first period inhis hife, 
what I did,-~^^ real joy,"^ sncfa^ at feasl^ asean 
be found on earth. We landed cm the evening 



LANDING AT FALMOÜTH. 271 



of the Sabbath at Falmouth :— strange to say, 
k w«3 OH the eve of a Sunday^ I left the same 
shore 'ñ)r Spain. The contrast was such as to 
sínk deep into the heart ; sixty hours only had 
elapsed ^tínce we had quitted scenes of military 
preporation and mental excitanent ;— -here all 
was péace, comfort, and the appearance of 
plenty ; hondreds were issuing from their even- 
ing devotions ; and the cahn and tranquil air 
which in^ípired us, contributed much to sooth, 
with happy feelings, our retum to dear Eng- 
land. The luxuries of an English inn, — the 
dvility and req)ectability of the attendants,— - 
the blazixig fire, — and the abundance that 
reigned^thcoughout,-— heightened our spirits, 
and'-made us rain of a coimtry where alone such 
things'areíto be*found» 

^ Thbi eáAf morrow saw us on our road to 
Xondom' It may appear absurd, but was not 
the less ttme, that, as we drove along the road, at 
ithe rate of ten miles an hour, it was with much 
.diffi<^ulty I could ^a^e from my mind the idea, 
tíiat the Tery peasants £^ work on the hill tops 
cwere not Garlist videttes; and, as we drove 
through tbe ^ well-lighted city of Exeter, the 
brilliant sfaops, so dazzlíng io their appearance, 
reaUy had the effect of fairy land, after the dark 
«nd dreary prorindal towns of Spain. 
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I have thus endeavoured to collect together 
a rough and hasty statement of facts, with 
very trífling alteratíons, as I find them noted 
in my joumal at the time of their actual oo 
currence ; aroiding, as far as possible, the al- 
lusion to any circumstances that may cali forth 
party or unpleasant feelings. Since my leav- 
hig Spain, I have been in continual receipt 
of information that has kept me ^au courant"^ 
oí the actual state of afiairs; and, anxious as I 
am, and ever shall be, for the unintemipted pro- 
gress of civilization, and the speedy re-establish- 
ment of tranquiUity and happiness in the unfor- 
tunate country in whose miseries I was so recently 
a partaker; yet I am, nevertheless, far from 
allowing my feelings towards the cause, to which 
by policy I was attached, to blind me to the 
numerous advantages and energies that are to 
be found in the Carlist camp. 

The interesting period and the singular oc- 
currences that offered themselves, induced many 
on the half-pay, and recently belonging to the 
Brítish service, to take advantage of the permis- 
sion granted by their sovereign, not only to see 
active service in that part of the Peninsula 
which must ever be interesting to a soldier ; büt 
álso to gain that military experience not to be 
learned in the idleness of a barrack square. To 
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myself, holding, as t did, the honourable situation 
of being on the personal staff of the Commander- 
in-chief of the auxÜiary forcé, numerous oppor- 
tunities offered thanselves of gaining a knowledge 
of the historícal and political state of a country 
so famed for deeds of arms smce the Moorish inva^ 
sion,— advantagés which I endeavoured to avail 
mysdf of as far as my military occupations would 
allow. 

Had the press endeavoured, in a measure, to 
soñen their political rancour, in the statement of 
occurrences as they actually took place, they 
could not have forgotten that the so-called 
arraed mob they were abusing (and I shall not 
attempt to answer for the aristocracy or gentility 
of the Legionites) were contending amidst in- 
numerable and unheard-of difficulties (to say 
nothing of the infamous want of faith on the 
part of the Spanish govemment) against some of 
the finest light troops in the world. Even Gó- 
mez — the enterprizing, the unconquered Gómez 
— in his own words, states, that in the early 
part of the Legion'^s career, at Hemani, when a 
mere reconnoissance was tumed into a bloody 
battie, one regiment of the British Auxiliaries 
prevented his annihilating the whole of the 
garrison of St. Sebastian ; — a fact that may be 
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placed to their credit in the latter afiair of Her- 
nani, wh«re the gallant marines appear to have 
undertaken the same task. They then wGfuld have 
fdt proud of their own countrym^i, when the 
most un&rtuiiate and the most wretched of their 
Dation could thus distinguish themselves against 
soldiers, many of whom had fought side by side 
with the Brítish army, against the flowar of 
Napoleones troops. 

I should wish DOW to offer a few explanatioos 
as to the real state of things in the province» of 
North Spain, which may enable the public to 
follow up more clearly the difiPerent aecoiuiit«, 
which from time to time readh Ei^land from 
the seat of war. In the firsi instance^ l^iall 
allude to an account of the retakingof Valme- 
seda by the Christinos, from whidí periDd:aoiüe 
time has now elapsed. The word ougiut to ha^re 
been, ^' re-occupying,^ as it is a known facfcjthat 
the Carlists never attempt, under any drcum- 
stances, to retain possession of a town wbose 
position is isolated» or beyond the boundacjijof 
that part of the country which m«y he said ac- 
tually to belong to them, their objeot bcdng 
alone to ransack it ; and having obtainedt every 
article of provisiens, arms^ money^andiclatímig, 
they immedíately retire, as was-th0:cffise^ aÉiYal- 
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meseda, atnd'would haVe been the case had 
they even taken Bilbao, at the períod when . I 
was in Spain. 

They are far too well informed of their own 
pcnvoiB and resourceis to trust themselves in any 
sort of trap, which the holding of any town as 
a garríson or jdace of defence, for any time, 
>irould prove to them. The mountainous nature 
of their country,* their personal activity, aiíd 
individual bodily hardihood and independent 
halúts of fighting,'mu8t be the means of en- 
abling them to hold out for a length of time 
against a £ar superior forcé ; whereas their being 
shut 'up in towns would at once prove their 
downfaU< As they are at present situated, it 
becoiries a matter of extreme diíBculty for any 
disdplined troopg to bnng them to cióse action, 
eKcept under circumstsmces of very great disad- 
vantage to the Christinos, as has frequently 
proved to have been the case; and thar 
disinclination naturally to come to cióse combat 
(although this is by no means general) arises not 
from want of braveryor determination, but from 
an aocurate estimate of their own strong points, as 
contrastad with those of the eneray. Their re- 
aource» in the way of food is another, which 
i^tmfes scxne explanation/ In* the first place, 
every man, woman, and child in the Basque 
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provinces and Navarre is favourable to the 
same cause; thej are unanimous, consequently 
they labour together. 

Don Carlos is, or at least was, a mere cloak 
to their operations; in hcty bis word was the 
rallying point only ; althoagb, latterly, the rea^ 
soning class may haré become more interested in 
bis individual success, from the means he has 
been able to procure, and which be has thrown 
into tbe common purse, to advance their wiahes 
and bis own, by unbounded promises; eaúse- 
quently every bouse is a borne, every band is 
open and ready to give. Tbe natural produce 
<^ tbe country, particularly in Navarre, is im. 
mense, both in wine, grain, cattie, and indeed 
all necessaries of existence, to which may be 
added, abundance of bard dollars, tfaat tbe eoonó* 
micalbaveboardedfbr years, a practice frequently 
adopted in Spain. So universal is tbe want of 
faitb, that the wealthy farmer wiil bury bis gains 
rather than trust bis cash on any security, be it 
ever so advantageous. Many of the most oon^' 
siderable landlords, either from liberal politics 
or a wish to escape the borrors and brutalitíes of 
the war, have retired to France or Madrid; and 
can it be supposed, under these circumstances, 
their rents are paid ?. No : the produce of the 
lich land becomes that of tbe occupier, and 
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hands are found both to till the ground and 
carry the firelock — to culi the grapes and reap 
the com, — all of which supply the wants of the 
Carlist army. At times they are, no doubt, in 
great distress, both for food and clothing, yet, 
generally speaking (and I have had frequent 
(^portunities of seeing them) they are well 
dressed, healthy, and robust in their appear-^ 
aüce. 

There was a time, in the heat of enthusiasm and 
chivalric feeling for the brave Zumalacarreguy, 
when these hardy mountaineers, if it had not 
been wasted on the first unsuccessful attack at 
Bilbao, might have been induced to march, and 
with every probabiUty of success, on the capital, 
With the death of this enterprizing Carlist ge- 
neral, much of their ardour expired for a season, 
no advantage, as usual, being taken of it by the 
Queen^s army. They appear gradually to have 
recovered ; and, although their ultímate success 
is hopeless, yet many thousand Uves must still 
be lost, before a war so cruel, and so debasing to 
the world, can be terminated. Madrid is not 
now the object of the soldiery, whatever it may 
be of their leaders. 

They have a known aversión to quit even 
their own provinces; and the Navarrese, ndio will 
distinguish himself in the battle^eld in Na- 
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▼arre, wQI not do the same on the south of the 
£broi Althougfa they may be urged oní b j re^ 
▼enge, for many a hearth is nofw desoíate that 
was once happy and peaeeful, they are by nb 
mcans a cruel-mmded people, and most óf their 
bloodiest deeds may be attributed to the bigotted 
advioe of the príesthood. Althoagh misled, 
they may be actually said to be ftghtmg for the 
fineedom of their ríghts and privileges, which, 
however inoonsistent with the pfespent state bf 
natioDs, have been thehrs for centuries; their 
igncxHnce, and the OTerpowering dedarations of 
fidadKX)d and calumny, for ever bitiited iiitb 
their ears by the few, goesmuch farther to accourit 
for the fact of their increasing faitten^ete;' tlián 
any assodation with Don Carlos or despótinn. 

Whether it be Carlos or Chrístina lírhó'sits 
on the throne of Spain, I firmly beliere that 
nine out of everj ten of them care not a straw i 
they oonsidered themsdves wronged by the tocf 
hasty measures of those who ought to haveihi^ 
tured their plans brfore they attempted to forcé 
them on a fine and high-minded race, ^hó for 
centuries ha^e lived happily» although unácci»: 
tomed to the enlightannent of the present dáy 
of glorious dvilixation ; they have novr tdo 'iar 
ooBQinromised thonadves, and they will fi^it tO 
thelast Wore die mass of the Carlist fomy de^ 
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stroyed, a thousand parties would still infest the 
country, and, havJng become reétless and savage 
from their recent mode of life, would pass the re- 
mainder of it in murder and rapiñe. 

A French army marcbing over the Pyrenees, 
to occupy the Bastan, and the northem barrier 
of the provinces, m conjunctíon with a British 
navy on the coast, and a strong Spanish corps 
d^armée, both on the Une of the Ebro and the 
valley of the Bebiera, would, I feel assured, be 
^he means of induckig the Carlists to lay down 
their arms and retire to their several occupations, 
and, with proper and energetic means, the flame, 
once quelled, might be prevented from bursting 
forthagain. For instance, a müitary occupation 
of sufficient forcé, with suíHcient time to allow 
the minds of the people to settle into a calm in« 
difference and wish for peaoe, their leaders being 
no longer amongst them, to urge them on to de- 
^truction and misery, would be the most pro- 
bable means of success. Yet the standing army 
in Spain, at the present moment, is far from be- 
ing strong enough to undertake alone such aa 
operation, far less without the means of raising 
a man. 

Napoleón, with one of the most splendid 
armies in the world, was uuable to annihilaÉe 
the comparatiyely small bodies of guerillas under 
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Mina, that infested the mountains, many of 
nrhom are at this moment serving ín the Carlist 
ranks. It was therefore scarcely to be expected 
of Cordova, who had numerous diffieulties to 
contend with, and was fighting against the very 
same men in great forcé. 

Of the Auxiliaries, it has geiierally been be^ 
lieved, that their strength was originally ten 
thousand men. This idea is totally incorrect, as 
they never, on any oceasion, mustered two-thirds 
of that number; ñor could they, during the 
time that I was with them, bring six thousand 
efficient men into the field. On my quittíng, 
sickness, and every sort of privation and disease, 
had considerably reduced them, and totally 
crushed that enthusiasm and spirit which existed 
in their ranks on their arríval in Spain. Never 
were men brought together as they were, and 
under such circumstances, — from their jnechani- 
cal, agricultural, and pick-pocketing pursuits, 
so ready to become soldiers; amongst whom, 
from the manner of their levy, much drunken- 
ness might have been expected. Never was 
there, however, comparatively so little, during 
their occupation of Bilbao. The progress in 
discipline and drill made by every regiment 
was equally creditable and manifest. Most of 
them were commanded by oíficers on the half- 
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pay* of the Brítish army, many bf whom had 
sacrííiced their full pay for the solé purpose of 
aeeing active service, and with the hope of gain- 
ing a practical knowledge of their profession, 
and a sight of that part of the Península, teem* 
ing with the glorious reminiscences of the Brítish 
anns. 

The whole of the staff was opmposed of oificers 
on the half^pay, or recently belonging to the 
army; butthegreaternumberof the júnior officers 
were unfortunately totally unacquainted with 
military discipline, or even any theoretical know- 
ledge of their duty. Thus an additional task of 
instruction fell upon the shoulders of the com- 
manding oí&cers and adjutants. Even under 
these difliculties, the Auxiliaries, in a very short 
period, appeared to have overeóme the worst ob- 
stacles, and were quickly advancing to an effi- 
dent and serviceable state; and had they, at 
that period, been left to garrison Bilbao, St. 
Sebastian, and the towns on the Cantabrian 
coast, allowing the Spanish troops for a time to 
take the field, there is every reason to suppose 
that neither Flentia ñor Valmeseda would have 
met with their disastrous fates. The dreadful 
and unfortunate state of disease that since pre- 
vailed amongst the troops, would probably never 
* This, I believe, not to have latterly been tbe case* 
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bave existed ; and instead of the poUtited and 
unbealthj atmo^heie of Vitteria, whose íiarrow, 
dirtj, and confined streeU oould not have added 
a little to the general wreck of oonstítutíons, 
firesh sea breezes would have been enjoyed, with 
every possibility of {»ocuring suppUes from 
France, in case of need. Had General ETane 
been aUowed to have acted independendy,in the 
rear of the Carlist anny, by movingin the direc- 
tion of the valley of the Bastan^ or by opening 
a line of communication by Irán to the ^"lench 
firontio', which throughout the war has been cnt 
off by the Carlista, I am well assured that the 
vesult would have been infinitdy mofe eflbetÍTe 
tban the hurried and ill-adñsed moT^ment to 
Vittoria ; thus allowing troc^ scoicely ftninied, 
and little acquainted with the use of their arms^ 
to contend with the fatigues of a long and' ar- 
duous mountain mardi, which Idt them, with 
diminished spirits and resources, to cotilmenoe 
aptive operations against an active, vigilaút, and 
well-provided desultory forcé. 

Those well acquainted with the British soldier 
¿-^and it would be ridiculous to assert, that niany 
of the men recruited for the Legión w^ not of 
the same caste as those frequently aooepted for 
the British army — well know he must be treated 
with justíce, well fed at all times, and have his 
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due; then, whatever duty he has to perform, 
however dangerous, however severe, he may be 
depended on ; but treat him with injustice, rob 
him of what he knows to be his right, he be- 
oomes the most unruly and disorderly of charac- 
ters. Sudí was the case with the men of the 
Jj9^únj althou^ in a worse degree, as many of 
tbe privates were of the very lowest orders: want 
of pay-^waut of good and wholesome food— 
wMOtt in fact, of every sort of necessary, which, 
in justice^ ought to have been theirs, — in some 
d^ree created a demoralized spirit, and an entive 
lo^sof tkatenthusiasm which at fírst so evidently 
esasted. Neyertheless, whenever they have been 
called upon, if not deeerted or misled by their 
alliesy they have sustained the national charactar 
íox bravery and enterprise. 
. The id^ that the moral effect of fi ve thousand 
red coatStappearing oa the fiéld of battle would 
qiiell the ardour of thousands, fíghting under 
S.^ch cárciunstances and such advantages as the 
Carlists, could never have been supposed ; and 
a inomentV tbought would have sufiiced to con- 
vince the world, the Carlists were equally well 
faiformed. as to the recent formation and 
ihe nature of the troops they had to contend 
with'; added to which, the great strength of 
a Brítifiíb forcé consists in the physical and moral 
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bravery of the men and officers, who are ever 
ready to cióse with the foe, or defend a given 
qpot to the last man. They are unaccustomed 
to mountain fighting, and equally incapable of 
fbUowing the quiek and murderous practices of 
busb^fi^ting, so ably resorted to by Spanish 
tirailleurs. It could not be expected or con«- 
cdved, that a body of recruits^ badly officered, 
and suirounded by innumerable difficulties un- 
known and unheard-of durmg the late wars, 
oould be a match in this system of desultory 
warfiEune, to which the Carlists were so well ac- 
customed, and which the knowledge of every 
jard of country over which they íight, allowed 
tbem to canry on with advantage. 

Even under these drcumstances, the Auxiliary 
forcé saved St. Sebastian, the falling of which, 
by piacing into the hands of the Carlists one of 
the strongest fiortresses in the world, wotdd have 
had a aeríous eSect on the character of the war 
and the puUic mind ; to say nothing of the very 
seríuus ^fects such a reverse would have occa- 
sioned throughout the country, as. r^ards the 
Christino cause, and the immense resources 
which it would have placed in Carlist hands. 
Two companies of the Auxiliaries also suppbrted 
and protected the rear of the flying Spanish 
*nny after the action of Arigorriaga, and pie- 
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vented the Carlists from entering Bilbao, be- 
sides many other services ; fpr instance, the 5th 
of May and the lOth of June. 

Their ardour is not yet diminished, and, al- 
though a short períod terminates their ser* 
vices in Spain, I feel sanguine that the day is 
yet to come when they will retrieve the disaster 
of the 16th of March. It is, however, neither 
fifty ñor a hundred thousand men, with a perfect 
knowledge of the country, well paid and well 
disciplined, who can put down the Carlists as 
they now exist, unless commanded by men whose 
integríty and true patriotism can overbalance 
their unbounded ostentation and want of energy. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



Tou know thdr pri?ite virtues 

Far better tban we can, to wbom alone 

Their public vices, and most fouJ oppreadons, 

Have made them deadly ; if there be amongst tbem 

One who deserves to be repeal*d, pronounce. 



A continuance of ill healtb prevented inj 
retum to Spain, and in consequence, I was pre« 
vented, in person, from following the operatíons 
of the Christino fcHToes. Patting, therefore, out 
of the question any attempt to describe the 
movements of which I have not beeti an eye- 
witness, I shall endeavour, previously to the clos- 
ing of these pages, to offer to my readers a few 
anecdotes relative to the superior offioers now in 
command of the Christino army, with many ot 
whom I have been more than commonly known, 
and with scarcely any of Mrhom I am totally 
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unacquainted. To their inexperience, at least, 
may undoubtedly be traced most of the dreadful 
disasters of the war, more particularly those of 
recent date, the bloody nature of which have 
caused tears of anguish to flow from many of 
my countrymen. By their inactivity or want of 
decisión, many of the advantages have been ren- 
dered abortive which, from time to time, have 
offered themselves, and by their most impolitic 
inconsistency, they have more than once been the 
means of embarrassing every branch of public 
business ; and while agriculture is driven from 
the ravaged plains, and commerce from the en- 
sanguined city, civil discord does not cease to 
embroil the most friendly and the most noble* 

The ruinous footsteps of advancing and re- 
treating armies, continué to trample on the 
bosom of an afflicted country ; and the war of 
exterminación, for such it may be termed, still 
rages with unceasing bloodshed and fury. The 
Spanish character has ever shewn one pecu- 
liarity ; taken singly, there are many noble, nay, 
even great men among them ; in unisón they 
know not how to act, and the want of coníidence 
in their countrymen inspires them with a natural 
jealousy of foreigners. How many instanoea 
have we in the history of the Peninsular warj of 
their failing at the moment of coK^ratióü : the 
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same plans, the same intrigues are too evidait at 
the present hour, and the unexampled, rapid, 
and constant changes of their superior officers, 
sufficiently attests their incapacity, or insincerity. 
On Cordova''s quitting the command of the 
Chrístino army, it fell nominally into the hands 
of Saarsfield, who, for a few shart weeks» issued 
his orders from a sick bed at Pampeluna, This 
appointment, I should eonceive, could only have 
been made to appease the public mind and tbef 
army, which for a short period, was not only 
without a chief, but, like the whola country far 
and vade, convulsed with the revolutionary 
eiFects of the disasters at La Granja. 

The choice of a Commander-in-K;hief í$ a 
point of great difficulty in Spain, yet it never 
could have been intended that Saarsfield 
should in person direct the military operations 
of the army in the field : one short month of 
activity, surrounded by numerous and unparal- 
lelled diflSculties, exposed to all weathers, little 
known to the troops, and so deaf as not to have 
the power of hearing without a trumpet, added 
to great infirmities of constitution, would 
have placed him in his grave. Have not the late 
painfully disastrous results at Hemani proved 
how perfectly unfit was this general to com- 
mand any forcé, drivea back as he was by a snow 
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storm, through which a young and inexperíenced 
Prince marches to victory ? 

Still it was affirmed, that Saarsfíeld declined 
the command of the Constitutionalists, until 
supplied with such resources as would enable 
him to do justice to the soldiers. One moment'^s 
consideration will shew the absurdity of this 
declaration, as he well knew the cofiers at Ma- 
drid were empty, and likely to remain so. In 
person, Saarsfield is tall and soldier-Iike, with 
an expressive countenance ; he was formerly 
active and brave ; his unfortimate eccentricities 
would, however, alone be sufficient to unfit him 
for a chief, being not only fond of the bottle at 
all seasons, but, at times, shutting himself in his 
room for days together with little sustenance, 
and not allowing any intniáon on his privacy. 
On Cordova'^s quitting the army, the war may 
be said to have taken a totally different cha- 
racter, and the enterprising and unexampled 
diversión of the Carlist chief, Gómez, tumed 
the thoughts of Europe to the south of the 
£bro. With a small división, consisting at most 
of four thousand men, with admirable tact and 
unheard of audacity, he managed to slip through 
the hands of the Chrístino Generáis; takes 
an agreeable autumn tour unmolested through 
the mountains of the Asturias,— plunders and 
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captures several of the fairest towns in Spain, — 
skirts the barriers of Portugal, — inspects the 
quicksílver mines at Almadén, — ^rests himself at 
Cordova; and, having well satisfíed his hardy 
warriors, who were doubtless much gratified 
with the excursión, and amply filled his own 
pockets, to say nothing of a presen t, to the tune 
of some thousands, sent to Don Carlos, he visits 
the English lines at Gibraltar, and having re- 
freshed his troops with the sea brcezes of Alge- 
siras and San Roque, we find him skirting and 
alarming the capital with hasty steps, on his re- 
tum to the north of the Ebro, where he safely 
arrived with replenished resources, and revived 
hopes. 

The consequence of this operation, which 
cannot but strike the mind with wonder, when 
we consider that this small army should have 
traversed the whole country without being an- 
nihilated, must most forcibly convince the public 
of the great want of foresight and energy evinced 
by the Christino Grenerals. 

Let US revert to those admirable despatdies of 
our own renowned chief, who, in few words, so 
accurately explained, and so fully illustrated to 
his army the most minute points ; clearly and 
yet briefly defining each trivial order. His 
foresight, his energy, and decisión of character, 
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won for him the affection and admiration of the 
finest army in the world. At the head of that 
army, he achieved those glorious victories, the 
spirit of whose recollection can never be erased 
from the brightest annals of military history. 
From him aróse no unnecessary complaints, no 
evasions for want of resources, no allusions to 
expected diíHculties. These, when they ac- 
tually occurred (alas ! but too frequently), were 
entirely frustrated by practical resources, with 
the most astonishing energy of character, with 
the most unparalleled and laborious activity of 
mind and body ; and, with the order for the 
army to march, all obstacles disappeared before 
his victorious arms. What a lesson have these 
Chrístino Generáis before their eyes in the pages 
of the war of independence, and how they have 
availed themselves of such advantages, the world 
unfortunately too well knows. 

Rodil, although minister of war, succeeded to 
Saarsfield in his short career as Commander-in- 
chief, and although his principal operations 
were carried on in the chace of Gromez, on the 
southem side of the Ebro, yet were all orders 
issued to the army of the north from his head 
quarters. He may be now foimd as a prisoner to 
the Cortes : that a variety of contending circun^- 
stances which occurred during the short period 

o2 
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in which he «munanded, would lead us to 
believe that he was acting the part of a traitor 
towards the Chiveminent, cannot be denied ; 
and perhaps, one of the most dedded proofs, 
was that c^ his having attached to his personal 
staff an offioer of some rank, who was known to 
have served with much bravery in the Carüst 
anny ; yet in a civil war of sudí acrimony and 
duration, in a countiy where opinions are known 
to be so changeaUe and changing, this occur- 
lenoe was certainly not of sufficient weight to 
prove him fidse to the cause he served. I 
should therefore concetve that his failure was 
far m<»e owing to want of foredght, correct 
military judgment, and proper information as 
to the movanents c^ the Carlists, than to any 
attempt to fiívour the en^ny . 

In porson. Rodil is áiort and strongly built, 
with a military aj^peaianoe, keen and searching 
eye ; his mann» is quick, but not uncourteous 
or displeasmg^ his habits températe, and, until 
latterly, most energetic: during aformer cmn- 
mand of a división of the Christino army he was 
ever on the alert, and imceasmg sná undeviating 
in his mov^n^its against the enemy. Fre- 
quently has he been known, for nights togetha% 
to expose himself to the bivouack on the bleak 
mountain tops of Navarre, and even when in 
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quarters, an aide-de-camp, on enteríng his cham- 
ber with some sudden despatch, has been known 
to find him stretched on his bed, entirely dressed, 
even to his boots and spurs. . During his services 
in America, where he held a considerable com- 
mand, this General proved himself a brave and 
energetic soldier, although a cruel and revenge- 
f ul man, as the following anecdote, (for the au- 
thenticity of which, I can vouch,) will sufEciently 
prove. When in possession of a fortified and 
besieged town in America, named Callao, which 
found itself, from want of provisions and ammu- 
nition, unable longer to hold out against the 
enemy, mimnurs aróse amongst the inhabitants 
and some portion of the troops, who appealed to 
Rodil to capitúlate. "Well," replied he, " those 
who no longer wish to remain by my áde, let 
them form on the glacis by break of day ; for 
myself, I remain until buried in the ashes.*" 
According to this proposal, bundreds assembled, 
when Rodil appeared in perscHi and commaüded 
those of the troops who had remained faithful, 
to fire on the defenceless midtitude as cowards 
and traitors. I am unwilling to believe that this 
man had any commimication, or had formed any 
plans favourable to the Carlists. I know him to 
be an ultrarliberal in his political sentiments, and 
until such time as the fact is substantiated to 
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the contrary, I shall continué to believe, that 

want of resources, and numberless other con- 

tending and overpowering difficulties falling at 

once on bis mind, left him paralysed and totally 

unable to cali to his help those energies for 

which he had formerly been so noted ; whereas, 

the more enterprismg followers of the hardy 

chief Gómez, risking every thing, and wanting 

nothing but their daily ration, which was 

either tendered out of good-will or seized by 

compulsión, took advantage of this state of 

apathy amongst the Chrístino generáis, and with 

a perfect knowledge of what was passing in their 

camps, and with admirable arrangement and 

foresight, continued their course uninterrupted, 

raising contríbutions for their royal master, and 

at the same time striking the minds of the in- 

habitants with feelmgs of terror at their decisión, 

adnúration at their hardihood, and belief in the 

utter failure of the Chrístino cause. To the 

inhabitants of each town and village through 

which he marched, he proclaimed the virtues 

and successes of his master ; whilst, on the other 

hand, he heaped calumnies on the heads of those 

who had previously been considered as just as 

they were meritorious. 

If Gómez had not amassed one ríal in his di- 
versión, and had recrossed the Eb^o with only 
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two hundred foUowers, instead of the flower of 
his army, it would have sufficiently proved the 
apathy and total want of energy of those em- 
ployed by the Government at Madrid to com- 
mand the Queen's forces. To allow of any sort 
of pillage^ only enriches a few, but dishonours 
all, destroys resources, and renders those enemies 
whom interest requires to be fríends, and natu- 
rally where Gómez has pillaged or ill-treated the 
inhabitants, he has met with a spirit of horror 
and loathing on their parts. Still we never 
heard him complaining of want of resources or 
impossibilities ; those were only told to Don 
Carlos on his retum. Is such the case with 
the Christino generáis ? No : — ^want of shoes,— 
want of money, — snow storms,-— the want of the 
least trifle was sufficient for them to plead an 
excuse, and allow their enemy to slip through 
their hands: all the admirable chances that 
offered themselves to crush their foes have thus 
been passed over and evaded, not from a spirit 
of Carlism; but an actual incapacity or an 
unpardonable inactivity, as regards militáry 
tactics. 

The Carlist complaínts are seldom heard, and 
rather than the devastating and unhappy civil 
war should be prolonged, let the Christinos shew 
some revival of patriotism ; let them have some 
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candour, integríty, and deterininatíon, and then 
may Spain^s sons prove that Spain is free. I 
have been amongst tliem ; I have shared and 
felt their miseries ; and deeply, — most deeply, — 
do I deplore and commiserate their many hard- 
ships and misfortunes, and shall hail, with thou- 
sands, the day that closes over the afflicting oon- 
sequences of an mhuman contention, whích still 
rages with savage fíiry. The bitter emotions 
and overwhehning passions of party spirit at 
Madrid, obliged theGk)vemment to remove Rodil 
from his inactive and unsuccessful c(»nmand of 
six weeks^ duration, and a short períod will pro- 
nounce him the traitor or the imbecile, so fre- 
quently the termination of those who serve an 
ungrateful country. 

I must now allude to AIlaÍK for a short period, 
the admiration of his country, the victor of 
Villerobo, and thegallantNarvaez,thecherished 
young commander. With regard to the former, 
I have several times been in his company, and 
have had frequent opportunities of conversing 
with him ; his person is far from prepossessing, 
and so little has he the air of a military man, 
that, on first seeing him, and previous to an in- 
troduction, I was led to believe he was a person 
belonging to the lower class of bourgeois, who 
had called at the head-quarters on some civil 
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Service. In figure, he is tall, and strongly 
built, with small, twinkliüg eyes, which give 
faim an appearance of cunningness and mean- 
ness; his dress, generally speaking, being a 
shabby grey great-coat, with a person So dirty, 
that water could seldom have touched it with 
success. By some recent accounts he has been 
proclaimed a Frenchman, having been supposed 
to have entered Spain with the Duke d'Angou- 
léme, in IS^S, in which country he has since 
resided. 

If such was the case, he must either disguise 
with muchadroitness, or totally have forgotten his 
native language, as he now speaks Prench but in- 
differently well. I should therefore sunnise, the 
above-inentioned allusion must have originated in 
his ñame, as there appears to have been an officer 
of the ñame of AUaix, or rather Allix,. serying 
under Napoleón during the Italian cámpaign, as 
also during the war of independence, from whom 
he is in all probabiKty descended. My first 
acquaintance with this oíBcer took place at Bil- 
bao, about fifteen months past ; he was then a 
brigadier in the Christino army, and was com- 
paratively little known. Like numerous others, 
however, of his unlucky companions in arms, he 
has had his day of success ; with him it was at 
Villerobo, where, owing to the gallantry of Co* 

oS 
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lond León, his Imgaáe had a soccessful skirmish 
with the enemy, and he was at once {vonounced 
the chfld, the saTiour of his country, the adored 
patríot, as quickly to desoend to the tndtcnrous, 
disgraoed, and despised commander of a muti- 
nous and rebellious band. 

*' 'Twas but a ñame : 

It were indeed no more, if hmnuí breath 

Could make or mar it" 

Allaix is now at Burgos, where he awaks 
his tría], and I should be unwilling to be too 
hasty in condemning him entirely, so deep are 
the workings of intrigue in Spain, and the diffi- 
culties, the obstacles, the ahnost inconceivable 
hardships that at times oppress the Queen^s 
forces. I cannot, however, conceive, Épom what 
I know of him, that Allaix could ever have been 
fit for a higher command than that of a bat- 
talion : he was a man of little education, and his 
actions have shewn to the world his want of 
foresight and tactics in his operations ; to say 
the least of him, the mutiny of his división, his 
conduct towards Narvaez, and his unheard-of 
dilatory movements after the afiair of Aciete 
Maja, prove him at once either to have been 
compromised with the Carlists, or from want of 
energy of mind, or decisión of character, and 
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jealousy, totally unfít to remain in the command 
of his división. Of Narvaez I have a far better 
opinión, not because of liis great military 
capacity, but from a knowledge of his energy 
and sincerity of character. His person is 
diminutive, with a pleasing expression of coun- 
tenance, hair light and sandy; his dress is 
generally soigné^ in fact, he is a dandy ; his 
courage is undeniable, and his heart good ; un* 
fortunately, his vanity led him to conceive that 
the Government would promote every officer he 
thought fit to recommend, to this they of 
course objected, and in consequence he is a pri- 
soner, which is to be lamented, as I feel assured 
he would have distinguished himself in the recent 
unfortunate afiairs. 

With regard to the triumph he was said to 
have gained at Aceite Maja, there are a variety 
of opinions, and I shall therefore describe it, as 
I am of opinión it was only another proof of the 
everlasting failure of the Christino generáis. 
Narvaez having ascertained that Gómez in- 
tended to march to Arcos de la Frontera, from 
Alcalá de los Árenles, on the 25th of November 
last, pushed on from Bomos, where he had 
halted the previous night. Here he ascertained 
that Gómez had ordered rations for his troops, 
from which it appears that the intelligence of 
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Narvaez^s arrival at Arcos had not reached the 
Carlist general, as towards two o'clock in the 
day, at about three leagues frfñb Aróos, the head 
of his extended column was seen emerging from 
a narrow defile between two mountains, at the 
foot of whidí the little river of Aciete Maja runs 
over its rocky bed ; the greater part of Nar- 
vaez's división had already foíded this river, 
and were pursuing, on its left bank, a path to 
Alcalá, diíTerent from that by which the enemy 
were advancing, when a few shots from a woody 
eminence on their left, directed attention to that 
quarter. These shots proceeded from a party 
of " escopeteros,^' who are employed by Govern- 
ment to scour the country. The fire of these 
men was retumed, and they retired on the main 
body. An aide-de-camp of Brigadier Narvaez's 
galloped to meet one, as he hastened from the 
spot where the shots had been exchanged, and 
retumed with the intelligence that Gomez's 
column was in sight. 

The defile we have mentioned was not more 
than half a mile distant, but the back ground of 
rock and red earth, clothed with v^rdure of 
various hues, aíForded by the sides of the moun- 
tains through which the defile or ravine ran, 
together with the position of the sun, rendered 
the dÍ8críminatÍ9n of objects difficult; at length 
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a moving column was descried passing from the 
head of the defíle in an ohlique direction, along 
the sides of the lAountain, towards the top, añd 
presently, along the ridge which formed the 
summit of this mountam, the Carlists were seen 
drawn up in Une, and horsemen were galloping 
fix>m right to left, ás though marshalling them 
for the comhig combat. Without waiting for 
orders, the troops, by a simultaneous movement 
re-crossed the river with a shout of exultation. 
Narvaez hastily formed them in columns, and 
then pushed foi^ward for the heights on which 
the eiiemy were stationed, who appeared ñot at 
all anxious to contend the ground on which they 
were formed. After a couple of voUeys, their 
fire slackened, and the Christinos adyanced in- 
dependently up the mountain slope, availing 
themselves of such coveríng as the bushes and 
rocks afforded them, to fire on those above. 
The heights were soon camed, and on reaching 
the summit the remmnder of the Carlist forcé 
were discovered occupying all the available 
ground in the valley below, and on the opposite 
mountain slopes, where the troops were posted 
in a semicircle, not a hill but appeared in their 
possession, with numbers formed in Une ready 
to intercept the level ground which parted them 
from the Christinos. The Brigadier determined 
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to give battle in this arena, and in consequence, 
orders were given for 300 cavalry to come up 
with all possible speed, and the Chief, with a 
small escort, was the first to make the descent, 
foUowed by his división, who were keeping up 
an independent fire. 

Finding that the Carlists made a stand, his 
troops were formed, and orders were given to use 
the bayonet and sabré, sparing the ammunition : 
" Be firm,'' said Narvaez, *' and not one of 
them shall escape.^ The enemy appeared in 
great forcé on a hill, where it was afterwards 
ascertained, that Gómez had placed five bat- 
talions with an avansade, covered by a stone 
building at the base; he there poured in a galling 
fire on the Christinos. An aide-de-camp, with 
one battalion, was sent to attack this position, 
which was gallautly and successfuUy repulsed, 
and much blood appears to have been spilt at 
that period of the afiPair. 

Night put an end to the combat, such as it 
was, and if it were possible to erase the mup- 
derous associations of such a battle-field from 
our minds, we could more willingly find praise 
for the valour displayed. Amongst the prí- 
soners was an aide-de-camp of Gómez, formerly 
a captain of the royal guard, who recognized m 
his captor an oíd acquaintance. The main bodj 
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of the cavalry was led on by Narvaez in person, 
who is said, in the heat of enthusiasm, to have 
exclaimed, " that one hour more daylight would 
have secured them all;'* nevertheless, Gómez 
managed to proceed safely on his line of march, 
whereas the troops of the Queen bivouacked on 
the mountain tops, supped, breakfasted, and 
then proceeded en route. The afiair that I 
have here cursorily detailed, has been related to 
the world as one of much glory and everlasting 
renown to the Christino arms; and I am un- 
willing, for one moment, to cast a shadow of 
doubt as to the valour and admirable intentions 
of the Brigadier ; yet, I am unable to discover 
from Vhence cometh the victory, and in what is 
the success. 

In the first instance, Gómez appears to have 
had some ten thousand men placed in admirable 
positions, with sufEcient time to prepare his 
troops and make every arrangement for the ex- 
pected attack ; this much was acknowledged by 
his enemies. Narvaez, who, on the contrary, 
has not three thousand men, arrives most un- 
expectedly before so superior an enemy, and has 
scarcely timé to form his men before the attack 
commences. His positions are bad, the sides 
of the mountains being almost impassable; his 
men are, therefore, exposed on their descent to- 
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wards the enemy, to a heavy and most destruo- 
tíve fire ; notwithstanding which, the world are 
infonned that he has suoceeded m driving the 
Carlists from theu- formidable posítíons, com- 
pletely routed and dispersed. The approach of 
night alone saving Gómez and his followers 
from capture or utter anníhilation. I duly ap- 
preciate the personal valour of the undaunted 
Brigadier ; and I am willing to believe, accord- 
ing to Narvaez''s own account, that at the head 
of sixty lancers, he made repeated and successful 
attacks on the Carlist cavalry, sending an aide- 
de-camp to direct the movements in another 
part of the field. Was this, however, the place 
for a commander ? — No ! — couldany grand ope- 
ration, or solid arrangement be expected from a 
man who places himself at the head of a troop 
of horse ; how was the remainder of his army 
employed during this Generalas personal feats 
of intrepidity — where was the wily Gómez who 
was so frequently destroyed, but was lately com- 
manding a división in Biscay ? 

The most humble capacity will discoyer that 
this celebrated defeat was no defeat at all ; on 
the contrary, it was a check to the Queen'*s 
troops. This affair appears, on the whole, to 
have been most trifling, and the results have 
only confírmed this statement of facts. 
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Gómez, íinding himself about to be attacked, 
left a sufficient forcé well placed on strong 
positions, to check the Christinos^ advance until 
night-fall; in the meantime, the body of his 
army, in safe charge of his artillery and his plun- 
der,quietly continuedtheirroute. As theevening 
closed in, the rear-guard hastily quitted their 
positions, and then dispersed until such time as 
they again found it necessary and convenient to 
join the main body. Here ended the afikír, and 
thus is the variety accounted for of different 
reports and opinions as regards Gomez^s forcé, 
which, sometimes, was said to have made íts 
appearance in a formidable body, and at others, 
only in the number of a brigade. 

It is a well known fact, that, in the provinces 
and Navarre, the Carlists scarcely ever make a 
movement without separating their forces, with 
accurate orders to meet at such time and place 
as may be named. The same plan appears to 
have been successfully adopted on the south of 
the Ebro, allowing always sufficient numbers 
in each detachment to protect themselves, and 
being dispersed only at such distances as to en- 
able them shortly to join the main body, in case 
of necessity. Had the encounter at Aciete Maja 
taken place early in the day, both the manner of 
the attack and the result might, in all probabi- 
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lity, have been of a diíFerent nature. As it did 
occur» it decidedly proved that Narvaez was in- 
dividually faithful in bis command. Admitiing, 
however, such to be the case, I have never been 
aUe to discover why the Carlists, who were said 
to be utterly destroyed and driven back, should 
not have been pursued ; the country in the rear 
of Narvaez^s army, according to all appearances, 
was fríendly ; therefore a small protection for 
prisoners and wounded was all that was neces- 
sary. Two hours^ repose, or at least sufficient 
time to cook and eat their rations, ought to have 
put the Christinos in pursuit of the flying 
oiemy. 

As usual, objections to this were made, 
one of the number was, the fear that soldiers 
of the same country, speaking the same lan- 
guage, might have slaughtered each other in 
the dark. Was such the case with the English 
army in America? No ! — Why, therefore, with 
Spaniards in Spain? Gómez had sufficient 
light and sufficient enterprize to lead his army 
through mountain passes, and by goat-tracks ; 
and the night was not too dark for his troops to 
march a distance of six leagues before the sun 
rose; whilst the sons of the same soil were 
carousing on the mountain tops. — Enough of 
Narvaez. We must now have a word with 
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Brígaxlier León, late colonel of the Príncipessa 
hussars, at the head of which I have more than 
once witnessed bis acts of personal courage and 
independent spirit ; to him alone may be attri- 
buted the success of the Chrístino arras at Ville- 
robedo, and not to Allaix, who has more than 
once reaped the honours and laurels of those 
under his command. As yet, he is both young 
and deficient in mílitary experience. 

The day, however, is not far distant, when 
he may be found acting in a more prcnninent 
position. And happy will be the hour for 
Spain when the whole of its army is re-orga- 
nized, and those at present in command are 
one and all exchanged, for younger and more 
experienced commanders, many of whom are 
now inactíve, or serving in situations where 
neither their energies ñor their talents can be 
displayed. Amongst this number, until a few 
days past, might be included General Guerrea,* 
recently in command of a división in Ca- 
talonia. This officer was long resident in 
England, having been an emigrant from his 
country for a period of eight or nine years. 
He perfectly understood the English lan- 
guage, and was much respected by all who 

* The author deeply regrets that both the above-named 
officers have been killed since the writing of this work. 
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have had the pleasure of his acquaintanoe. I 
fimüy believe him to be one of the best gene- 
ráis, and the most sincere of patriots, that Spain 
can produce. I am aware that a misund^rstand* 
ing had arisen between him and Cordova, which 
was the means of keeping his services in the back 
ground until that generaVs resignatioñ, after 
which he was raised to the rank of a Major- 
general, with a command in Catalonia, otherwise 
he would in all probability have appeared in a 
more conspicuous situation during the war. 
This general is now in command of a división of 
the army of the ncnrth ; his son, a young captain 
of cavalry, whom I have also the pleasure of 
knowing, is one of the aides-de-camp of Gene- 
ral Evans, and has greatly distkiguished him* 
self during the desolating war of his afflicted 
and unhappy country. 

I must now add a few more words relative to 
Espartero, or Count Luchana, thé present Cotíi- 
mander-in-chief of the Chrístino ármy, his per- 
son has already been described in the early 
portion of these hurried pages ; but my personal 
knowledge of the country which has recently 
been the theatre of his operations, may be 
deemed a suíHcient reason for my alluding to 
them. The circumstance of this generalas suc- 
ceeding to any rank in the Spanish army may 
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be attributed to his services in America, where 
be distinguished bimself and retumed to his 
native country with the rank of a brigadier. 

His military talents since the commencement 
of the civil war have certainly not shone con- 
spicuously ; yet in many instances his judgment 
and individual energy have been deserving of 
praise ; the national character of jealousy, in- 
trigue, and the love of gain have, however, 
tarnished his laurels. From my knowledgeof 
his ^J^y ch.rac.er, ^ indj fro„ hi /.,„ 
confession, I should at aU times have deemed 
him better suited to command a regiment 
than an army, although his decisión and 
bravery have, at times, been creditable, parti- 
cularly at Mendigorria, where his división bore 
the brunt of the battle, and was the means de- 
cidedly of tuming the fate of the day . In recent 
affairs he has generally been unsuccessf ul both at 
Arrigoriaga, and in his former attempt to relieve 
Bilbao, in both of which he was defeated. His 
march to Durango and back again to Bilbao, 
at the head of twenty thousand men, in the face 
of a far inferior forcé, has not contributed to 
heighten his character as a general, in the eyes 
of Europe. 

Espartero possesses considerable property in 
right of his wife at Logroño. His military ap« 
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poÍDUnents cannot, therefore, be an object, and 

in such case, in a countiy where the love of gaia 

is pre-eminent, if the heart be not guided by 

true patriotísm, which is rare, one whose ser- 

vices are bcnight by interest woidd be far pre- 

ferable to the want of energy displayed by the 

Count. Espartero received the news of the last 

unhi^py State of the besieged city of Bilbao,^ 

when at his head quarters on the Ebro. His 

hesitation was ]ong and disastrous; he feared 

the consequoice of weakening the line of the 

Ebro, and it was not untU urged and entreated, 

that he arranged his plans and marched by the 

valley of La Mina to Castro, where, having 

embarked many of his troops, he basten ed with 

the remainder by Somorrostro to^ortugalette. 

I should not attempt to describe or give an 
opinión of this movement, had I not, at one 
period, as the guestof this General, marched over 
the very same ground, and become acquainted 
with ahnost every yard of the country oc- 
cupied by the army when relieving Bilbao. 
Even at this hour, that my pen humbly endea- 
Yours to trace the recoUection of each spot to my 
mind''s eye, I cannot hesitate to express my asto- 
nishment, that this place, once the pride of Bis- 
cay, should not have fallen into the hands of the 

* Bilbao, during the war has been three times besieged. 
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Carlists ; and I must add, that much credit is 
due to the troops, the urbanos, and the inhabi- 
tants, who so long and so ably defended them- 
selves against the spirited and determined at- 
tacks of the flower of the Carlist army. On his 
arríval at Portugalette, Espartero first made a 
reconnoissance on the left bank of the Azua, as 
far as the small river Cadajua, where, finding a 
chain-bridge, the only one that crosses the 
river, by a fortified convent ; both that and 
the positions on the opposite bank being strongly 
intrenched and ably defended. He, however, 
thought fit, after having met with considerable 
resistance, and some loss, to retire on his original 
positions in the neighbourhood of Portugalette, 
where, having met in council with the British 
naval officers commanding on the station, he de- 
termined on moving his army over. to the right 
bank of the river, making an attempt in that 
direction. 

This operation was speedily executed, and 
nearly the whole forcé landed on the opposite 
bank ; new obstacles, however, and of a more 
formidable nature, here offered themselves ; the 
bridge of Luchana, across the mouth of the 
Azua, which had been destroyed at a former 
siege, but since restored by the exertions of 
Evans, was again blown up. The mount Aspé, a 
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very formidable rocky eminence of some height, 
immediately commanding the river, and from 
which, in the year 1835, several British sea- 
men had been wounded when rowingup, was 
occupied by the Carlists, vfho greatly annoyed 
the columns as they crossed, by a destructive 
fire fi-om their guerillas ; the high and wooded 
eminences on the opposite bank bemg also 
densely lined with light troops. Several batteries 
were at the same time well placed to dispute the 
passage of this river, which, notwithstanding 
its modérate dimensions in regard to breadth, is 
scarcely ever fordable, more particularly in 
winter, besides the obstacle of high and muddy 
banks. Espartero appears to have moved his 
army towards the village of Azua, which ís situ- 
ated about a league distant from the banks of 
the Nervion, with the intention of crossing 
at that spot, where there is a small bridge, 
and attacking the enemy, who were commanded 
by Villareal, on the plain. In this operation he 
failed, from what reason I am unable to state, 
as his forcé was undoubtedly superior to that of 
the Carlists, and as it always appeared to me ^ 
to have been the most feasible point d'attaque 
at which Bilbao could have been relieved, with- 
out a most serious loss of Ufe (which eventually 
was the case) ; that is to say, had the bridge of 
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Luchana been attacked at the same time, and a 
sdrtie made by the garrison of Bilbao. 

The movements which coramenced on this 
side of the river were therefore again given up 
after a most pusillanimous and useless skirmish, 
and the army again crossed to the Portugalette 
side, assisted by a brídge of boats arranged and 
constructed by British seamen, after which 
another trifling but still unsuccessful attack 
obliged Espartero, suíFering both from body 
and mind, to remain for a time inactive and 
dispirited in his original positions. 

The events that followed are well known ; 
goaded by despair, and urged by the entreaties, 
advice, and energetic example of British officers, 
Espartero was at last roused from this lethargy, 
and with desperate decisión prepared his army 
for victory or death ; and the hallowed hours of 
Christmas-eve, instead of being past in solemn 
preparation, saw the snoW'Covered hills of his 
lovely country covered witli the bleeding corpses 
of his countrymen. The Carlists, surprised and 
panic-stricken, fled, and the inmates of the city of 
Bilbao once mc^re hailed with tears of joy the 
entrance of their deliverers. Where is the honour 
.of such a victory? — where is the chief whose 
heart would not bleed at the success gained on 
the wreck of his nation, and what was the result 

p 
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of this great achievement, acquired as it was by 
the forcé of Britisli example and decisión ? True, 
thc wretched and nearly starving inhabitants of 
Bilbao were once more free within their walls ; 
but the lion that had made his spríng, instead 
of inunediately following up the enemy, that he 
dcclared he had crushed and annihilated, shrunk 
back growling and threatening in his den. The 
(>ld storv, for the hundredth time, was wafted 
to the world, that want of provisions and bad 
weatlier had prevented the Commander-in-chief 
fn)!n leaving his comfortable quarters until too 
late ; vet whilst he was féted and flattered at 
Bilbao, the Carlists had marched through the 
vorv snow that the Chrístinos (also Spaniards) 
coiild not, and had found bread, and organized 
their troops ; though having met with a reverle, 
they wei« stiU far fnnn being disheartoied. Sub- 
sequent events have proved to the world the 
glcNTious results of the battle of Bilbao. 

Not wishing to hurt, even unintentionally, the 
fedings of any individual, I have endeavoured 
to abstain firom any allusi(»i to persons in tbe6e 
pages, with the exception of thoee coming under 
the head of public diaracters : such have ñxmi 
llieír position a right to be brought on the tafis. 
I niust thcrefcnne takc leave to add a few words 
pf hemrtf^t gratitude for the many atteotions and 
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courtesies, and unremitting kindness that I have 
received from General Evans, during the períod 
I had the pleasure of serving on his personal 
staíF. To his goodness I am indebted for many 
opportunities of witnessing the country and the 
nature of the civil war in Spain, which otherwise 
I might not have been able to avail myself of. 
Notwithstanding the numerous unfounded and 
ungenerousparty and political aspersions that have 
becm heaped upon his head, I shall ask, in conclu- 
sion, a fe w. minutes' attention from my readers, 
ín order to give a brief outline of his military 
character, and I may add, that I have as far 
as possible avoided the slighte^ allusion to 
politics, and endeavoured to give a statement of 
facts ; truth being the legitímate object of his- 
tory and biography, and although I was serving 
in tibe Christino cause, I ever treated the Carlist 
as an honourable enemy. My statements may 
have sorae weight with the public, when it is 
considered that, however my own opinions may 
nrge me in the hope that freedom and civil 
and réligious liberty may be the watchwprd of 
Europe, at the same time, bitter and personal 
attacks can neither advance ñor retard it. 

. The person of Greneral Evans, is, perhajps, 
too well known in England to need an accurate 
descríption. Yet as many are daily reading 

b2 
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of him, and thousands are interested in hid 
success, I may add, that his ñgure is tall and 
commanding, with an open and animated coun<r 
tenance ; yet with hair so dark, and complexión 
so palé, that he has every appearance of being 
a native of the country in which he is serving. 
His habits are remarkably températe, and his 
energy of mind and body undeviating. To speak 
of his personal courage in the field would be un- 
necessary, as this is well known, and duly appre- 
ciated by all the officers of his stafF. In early 
Ufe, General Evans distinguished himself in the 
British army, both at Waterloo and the Penia- 
siila, and from his talent was chosen as an officer 
of the Quarterinaster-generaPs staíF. Many of 
his military drawings are still preserved at the 
Horse Guards. His experience as a military 
commander of any large forcé, must naturally 
be dated from his acceptance of the command 
of the Legión, which alone must prove that if his 
ambition was great, his strength of mind was at 
least equal; as thousands wishing it, would have 
withdrawn from such a charge. 

That General Evans has in some few instances 
shewn a want of practice in the art of war, 
may doubtless be correct. Even were I competent 
to give judgment on his military talents as a 
chiéf, gratitude would induce me to refrairí 
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fróm so ungenerous a task, and I should wish 
those too ready to condemn, to recoUect in the 
first instance the extent of country occupied by 
the Garhsts, and the numerous impediments to 
all military Communications, the impregnable 
natural positions held by the enemy, and their 
central situation, which enables them to concén- 
trate from time to time on any given point as 
circumstances may occur; and above all, to 
recoUect what has been the composition of the 
forcé on which he has had to rely ; — nót a 
veteran army assembled under standards which 
they have followed to victory in a national cause, 
and fiubject to a nation's applause ; not an army 
formed and trained upon principies of order, 
well disciplined and well organized, devoted to 
its officers, regarding them as their friends and 
united in the bond of patriotism; but a mili- 
tary body composed of men of all opinions and 
of all classes, having tieither trust ñor confidence 
in each other, and only concealing their faults 
uiitil oécasions may offer to shew them in glaring 
colours. On this motley army General Evans 
reliedjto uphold his character as a military leader, 
añd if we bear in mind what laurels he has 
gained, in spite of the abundant natural and 
ofher obstacles that have presented themselves 
since his arrival in Spam — the want of faith, 
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the jeadoasj and intrigue that bave ttiirounded 
faim OD all sides — ^it b only astonishing that he 
has been so sucoessñd. The period of serviee 
is about tD tenninate which he promised to thé 
Spanisfa GrOTeniment, and I for one, shall hail 
the day that he quits the Spanidí shores to 
leiiew his duties in the halls of St. Stephen. 

Many British offioers quitted En^and, by 
penniasioD of the British Grovermnent, oo the 
fimnation of the auxiliary forcé, and most o{ 
them have found their resting-place in the Spa- 
nishsoíl^orhayebeenwounded. Amongstothers, 
I have to r^;ret two friends : the one Captain 
Tupper, late of the twenty-third Fusileers ; the 
other, Captain Oliver Ddancey, late of the six- 
tieth Rifles. If the r^rets of hundreds, and the 
tears of sorrow that fell on the graves of these 
amiable and distinguished young men, can add 
eme iota of consolation to their afflicted families, 
I can in truth say, that the pangs I felt indivi- 
dually, particularly for the latter, ^th whom I 
was on terms of intimacy and daily intercourse, 
may be traced in the hearts of all who knew 
them. 

Had Bilbao fallen, in the ashes of its patrío- 
tism would have been buríed for a time the 
Chrístino cause ; as it was, the Carlist army for 
the moment was paralysed. No advantage being 
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taken of this event, their energies revived, and, 
with renewed hopes, they continué their bloody 
warfare. The results to unhappy Spain that 
must follow, unless some foreign power, by 
speedy and determined intervention, can save 
her, or that she can by some miracle save herself, 
prove that she will remain a desert, or worse, — 
a vast región filled with guerílla banditti, or 
divided parties, preying upon and plundering 
one another. Shut up, unprotected and un- 
heeded, a región of moral pestilence, shuddered 
at and shunned by mankind, until massacre 
itself expires through mere want of a victim. 

Flows there a tear of pity for the dead ? 
Look o*er the ravage of the reeking plain; 

Look on the hands with female slaughterred; 
Then to the dogs resign th* unburíed slain, 
Then to the vulture let each corsé remain ; 

Albeit unworthy of the prey-bird*s maw, 
Let their bleached bones, and blood's unbleaching stain, 

ÍA)ng mark the battle-fíeld with hideous awe, 

Thufi may our sons conceive the scenes we saw. 
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It has generally been stated that many officers 
on the half-pay of the British army who had en- 
tered the service of theQueen of Spain, were induced 
to leave it, from feelings of disgust at the general 
tenour of the organization and discipline of the 
Legión, and al so from revolting feelings at the 
nature of the war, That the great want of faith 
shewn them on the part of the Spanish Govern- 
ment was sufficient to induce men to leave a 
cause in which they could have no national feeling, 
is true ; yet, even under these circumstances, there 
were but few who quitted the Legión» except 
from ill-health or reductions proposed by the 
Government at Madrid. Having joined a cause, a 
want of stability is decidedly not favourable to any 
man : and I have therefore been induced to pub- 
lish the foUowing letters, without the slightest 
ostentation, but merely to shew my individual 
reason for leaving the personal staíF of a general, 
by whoml was treated with undeviating kindness. 

pS 
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Head Quarters, Vittoria, 
Febniarj 17th, 18S6. 
Mr DEAB Hall, 
In oooTcying to yoa the Lieut^Genefal's sane- 
tion to yoor proceeding to EDgUmd, on leave of 
alMcnoe, for six weeks, on aoooimt of yoor health, 
whidí has mach saffered írom your exertions since 
you carne to this coantry, I am deáred by him te 
•asare you, that he haa been much satisfied with 
your zeal and attention to your dnties as his aide- 
de-camp, and that he now, while he regrets yoor 
loas, can only h<^ that a speedy re-establidiment 
of yoor health may again give him the advantage 
of yoor very useful and effident exertions and ser- 
TÍces. On my own part, wishing you every hap- 
piness, believe me always, 

My dear Hall, 
Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) Wm. Considike, 

MiL Secretary. 
Major Herbert Byng Hall, 

A. D. C. British Legión. 



Vittoria, February 16th, 1836. 
Dbar Hall, 
Your health has already so severely suffered 
íVom the constant exertion and excitement of your 
present mode of life, that Mr. Callander and myself 
both agree, that you not only ought to remain per- 
&ctly quiet for a time, but strongly recommend 
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you to leave Vittoria at once, and try if a voyage 
to England -will restore your health and strength. 
I must add, from my knowledge of your consti- 
tution, taking into coniidefation the 'weakness of 
your chest^ that yaa are not equal to the fatigiie> 
the privations, and the exdtement^ incident to such 
Service as this. Your late severe illness, and con- 
tinued weakness and nervous debility, I attribute 
enturely to over-exertioíi and exckement, and^ as 
oflen as you attempt the same duties, so often will 
you sufTer frcnn the same attacks. Be guided, 
therefore, by this opinión, which I have by no 
means hastíly formed, as you must be aware, and 
try at once what change of air and climate, to- 
gether with perfect rest, will do fór you. ' I doubt 
much the prudence of your retumiñg under any 
circumstances ; but, at áll évents, unless you feel 
much stronger tban you have everdone since you 
entered this service, or at least since you began the 
campaign, be assure^ you can only seríously 
shatter your constitution by resuming the same 
labours. 

Believe me, deár Hall, • 
Very truly yours; 
(Signed) Rutherford Alcocr. 
To Major Hall, &c. &c. . 

P.S. Phave read this letter to Mr. Callander, 
the Inspector General of Hospitals, and he begs 
me to add, that he perfectly coincides with all I 
have written to you on the subject of your health. 

R. A. 
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[Tranalation from the original Letters.^ 

A3runtamiento of St. Sebastian, 
December 13tb, 1836. 

To the Colonel commanding the B. A. Forces. 

SiR, 

Your happy and prompt arrival with the forces 
under your command is of the greatest assistance 
to this town^ in the present alarming situation. 
The protection afibrded by these forces is esteemed 
80 much by me and the inhabitants, that we make 
it a duty (and a most agreeabte one) to render you 
komage of the porest gratitude: but^ if it was in 
your power, the Ayuntamiento (coiporatión) con- 
sider it would be of the greatest assistance to the 
town could you bring three hundred more men at 
least, until they could be relieved by Spanish 
troops. We beg of you, if possible, to give üs this 
additional proof of your goodness and protection. 
In the present circumstances» your presence in- 
spires confídence^ calms the minds oí the inhabi- 
tants, and is most useful to the service of Isabel 
II. and the good cause. 

Receive^ Sir, the high consideration of our esteem. 

(Signed in the ñame of the Corporate Body), 

Alex. de Hurgue^ President. 
Lorenzo de Álzate^ Secretary» 

Colonel Arbuthnot^ St Sebastian* 



APPENDIX. 325 



Ayuntamiento of St. Sebastian, 
December 16th, 1836, 
Siit, 

We understand that you have received orders 
from General Evans to join the B. A. L., and 
whichhas induced us to address to H. £. the Gcene- 
ral-in-chief the despatch of which I now endose a 
copy. Though we have stated that your remaining 
in this town with the forces under your command 
is indispensable, we cannot but repeat to you the 
same prayer, and thqrefore implore you to continué 
US your protection^ and not to leave these walls until 
other forces arrive ; for the present forcé consists 
only in a regiment of infantry, and nothing can 
compénsate for the loss of your artillerymen, who 
have given so great a proof of their skill, terrifymg 
the enemy, who have at present ceased their hós- 
tilities. We are certain that, if your departure 
should take place before the arrival of artillerymen 
that can keep the citadel in the state it now is, the 
past scenes would be repeated. 

You can save us from more misfortunes by re- 
maining in this town : you will, at the same time, 
make Isabel II.'s flag respectad, and your services 
will not be less valuable at St. Sebastian than with 
the Legión. Your presence has calmed our minds, 
ánd roused the public spirit, imparting aii unlimited 
confídence. Your departure would cause a general 
grief, for the town would again be threatened and 
insulted by the enemy. 
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We rely upon yoür not abandoning us ; and our 
gratitude will be everlasting ; and if you think it 
necessarjy we will address ourselves to jour worthy 
General^ assared that we shall obtain his consent. 

Believe us, Sir, that we highly .appredate you 
and the offioers under your oonmuuod. 

I have tbe honour, Scc. &c., 

(Sígned in the ñame of the Corporate Body), 

Albx. de BuROUB^ President. 
Lorenzo de Álzate, Secretary. 
Colonel Arbuthnoty commanding 
B. A. F. at Su Sebastian. 



Ayuntamiento of St« Sebastian, 
Dec. 17th, 1836. ' 

SiB, 

It has been reportad to us that you have re- 
ceived fróm General £vans, despatches that may 
oblige you to retire irom this dtadel, and the 
members of the Corporation have consequently met 
on this alarming occasion. 

We beg to inform you, with the utmost anxiety, 
that your departure would be a calamity^ under 
the present drcumstances : the inhabitants believe 
themselves secure with your presence, and we 
could not faold ourselves answerable, if that alarm 
retums which was calmed by the happy arrival of 
the Auxiliaríes, who have inspired so much confi- 
dence^ and have added,by their presence^ so much 
courageto the defenderá ofthe good eause^ « 

In our present unhappy situatíon^ we know <^ 
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no better support than you : if yoa should fail, we 
lose the best guarantee for our tranquillity ; but 
we hope that you. wiU not place us in the fearñil 
position of exposing ourselves to fresh attacks, by 
leaving our town before we receive reinforcements. 
In the ñame of the Corporate Boáy, 

(Signed) A. de BüRGüe/ President. 

Col. Arbuthnot, B.A.L* 
commanding at St. Sebastian. 



General Ori)er; 

San Sebastian, Aug. 31st^ 1835. 

In the reconnoissance of yesterday, the Ueut. 
General desires to observe^ that not a sixth part of 
the intended strength of the Legión was employed. 
It would have, therefore, been against all rule and 
reason to have undertaken any serious operation^ 
however inviting may have been the retrograde 
movements of the enemy. 

The movement had no more important object 
than that of exercise to the men, and seeing the 
progress of the enemy's intrenchments on the 
mountains near Hemani. It was unexpectedly 
converted into an almost species of military aífair, 
by the sudden abandonment^ by the enemy, of 
their lines on the Venta-hiU. 

Some of the troops engaged on this oceasion 
were scarcely above ten days embodied^ none above 
six weeks. The Lieut.'^General much doubts whe- 
ther such steadiness, spirit^ and formidable regu- 
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Uvity under fire, in veiy extended movements, 
were ever before displayed by troops so recently 
brought together. It is a gubject of agtonishment. 
«nd reílected the highest honoor on both officers 
and men. 

The retirement of the colmmi^ which ia a much 
more difficult operation, waa conducted in as or- 
derl j a manner aa the advance. 

The Ckapelgoris, the San Femando^ and African 
Regiments, manifested a brilliant courage and 
enteq)rÍ8e : but the firmness of Her Catholic 
Majesty's young auxiliary troops was worthy of 
similar approbation. 

The operations of the day have been an excellent 
practice for both men and officers. 

The activity of the enemy, as skirmishers, which 
seemed their chief, if not only merít, proves to the 
troops the necessity of leaming quickly to fíght^ 
advance, and retire occasionally in open order as 
light troops. The practice, however, of firing at 
long shots, 80 much indulged in by our opponents, 
they are particularly requested not to imitate. 
By command of the lieut.-Gteneraly 

O. De Láncby, 

Dy. Adjt. General. 



THE END. 
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